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Chairman’s Report 2007 
 

Introduction 
The recovery from the 2001-2 drain-down is slow and flock sizes of autumn and winter 
dabbling wildfowl are still slowly improving. Fish populations appear to have recovered and 
grebes appear to be at their normal numbers. Tern numbers however were low with just 
under 30 pairs present during the breeding season. Peak Gadwall numbers were again 
only just over 100 at 114 and Shoveler peaked at just 101. After a sunny April most of the 
summer was wet and cool. Breeding Duck numbers were low with not many broods seen. 
The national cull of Ruddy Ducks appears to be having the desired effect with only 12 
birds in June and 17 in July. Some early nesting grebes were successful, while others 
were still sitting on eggs in August when the weather started to improve resulting in a 
number of late broods. Once again there was little surface weed growth in the late summer 
and hence lower wildfowl numbers during the normally peak months for dabbling ducks of 
August to October.  
The re-development of the West Hendon Estate has still not started but it is still expected 
to proceed. An even larger development of Brent Cross has been in consultation but will 
probably have only a minor effect on the reservoir. 
 
Conservation Activities 
Once again there was a small programme of volunteer conservation tasks carried out from 
late autumn to early winter. The Tern rafts were visited and cleaned up with some new 
shingle being added. There has been no further damage to the group’s two East Marsh 
hides up to the time of writing this report early in December 2007. The Group was 
successful in obtaining a grant from Barnet Council which was spent on a number of Tree 
Management, scrub & vegetation clearance tasks. In addition the LB Barnet hide 
overlooking the North Marsh was brought back into use and up to now also remains 
undamaged. This winter the usual programme of volunteer tasks will take place 
supplemented by some contractor work taking willows from the main reed-bed and 
clearing off the island. This has been made possible by the award of a small grant from 
Natural England. This work will take place immediately after Christmas. 
 
Wildlife and Surveys 
At the time of writing the year’s bird total stood at 129 species, ten higher than last year’s 
low total. There have been relatively few unusual birds this year; both Whimbrel and Bar-
tailed Godwit were present on the day of the Spring Bird Count. A record of a Honey 
Buzzard was the 7th for the reservoir. The Common Tern colony had a poor season with 
only 28 pairs breeding and poor chick survival due to the bad weather in spring and early 
summer. In spite of the poor spring weather a pair of Nightingales bred successfully for the 
first time since early in the 20th century. 
The poor weather also had an effect on butterfly records; only one White-letter Hairstreak 
was seen although Marbled White numbers were at normal levels with 20 insects seen at 
the peak. In August and September several visits were made in the evening with bat 
detectors. An early September visit was particularly successful with seven species being 
seen or recorded. This was thanks to the assistance of Jackie Wedd from the London Bat 
Group using far more sophisticated equipment than that usually used. That evening added 
two new species to the Brent List, Nathusius’ Pipistrelle and Serotine. Large numbers of 
commoner species were also present. Just before this report was written a Muntjac Deer 
was watched from the classroom of the Environmental Education Centre. Observations of 
this species and its tracks have also been made in the East Marsh. 
 
Roy Beddard 
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Chairman’s Report 2008 
Introduction 
Numbers of autumn and winter dabbling wildfowl have still not fully recovered from the 
complete drain-down during the winter of 2001-2 Peak counts were in the autumn as usual 
with Teal, Gadwall and Shoveler all peaking at over 100 birds. Fish populations appear to 
be adequate and numbers of breeding grebes are stable but once again the number of 
breeding terns dropped, this year to about 24 pairs. This is almost certainly due to the 
presence of two pairs of Lesser Black-backed Gulls and a pair of Herring Gulls. For the 
second year running the number of breeding duck broods seen was low, although Great 
Crested Grebes has a reasonable summer with the usual protracted breeding season. 
After a sunny April most of the summer was wet and cool. Breeding Duck numbers were 
low with not many broods seen. The national cull of Ruddy Ducks continues and this year 
there just 8 birds present for the June WeBS Count. Once again there was little surface 
weed growth in the late summer with the consequent effect on peak autumn wildfowl 
numbers.  
The re-development of the West Hendon Estate has yet to start and final Planning 
Approval is still outstanding. There is currently no agreed start date for the project. 
 
Conservation Activities 
The usual programme of volunteer conservation tasks was carried out during the autumn 
and winter. The Tern rafts were visited and cleaned up with some new shingle being 
added. The hides were routinely maintained and there was no further vandalism during the 
year. The hide belonging to LB Barnet was further damaged and at the time of writing is 
boarded up. It will be converted to an open-backed construction in the next few months 
which will hopefully reduce the vandalism. A grant of £1300 was obtained from Natural 
England which was used on removing willows from the reed-bed and treating the stumps 
plus a further programme of coppicing and pollarding, vegetation on the island was also 
cleared. This winter the usual programme of volunteer tasks will take place supplemented 
by some contractor work on raft refurbishment and re-positioning. This project has been 
made possible thanks to a grant of £2000 from the Environment Agency. 
 
Wildlife and Surveys 
At the time of writing the year’s bird total stands at 137 species, this is higher than last 
year’s lowish total of 129 and is the highest for many years with several weeks still to run. 
There was a good succession of wader records this spring thanks to lower water levels 
and much more exposed mud than usual with several Whimbrel records, a Wood 
Sandpiper and multiple records of Little Ringed and Ringed Plover. The Common Tern 
colony had a poor season with only 24 pairs breeding and poor chick survival due to the 
bad weather in spring and gull predation. For the second year running a pair of 
Nightingales bred successfully, managing to tick the box for the tetrad in the national Atlas 
Project. In the spring there were three separate sightings of Osprey. Bird of the autumn 
was the site’s seventh Great Grey Shrike which stayed for five days from Sept 28th. An 
elusive Bearded Tit was heard by the contractor working in the reed-bed and a Cetti’s 
Warbler took up residence for a while in the autumn. 
The year has been fairly poor for butterflies; no White-letter Hairstreaks were recorded but 
on a good note the Marbled White colony is thriving with a new record day count of 28 
insects. The bat detecting surveys started in September 2007 in conjunction of Jackie 
Wedd from the London Bat Group have continued and four further surveys were 
completed during the year. On that evening Nathusius’ Pipistrelle was recorded for the first 
time at the reservoir and has featured on every visit since. Evidence of Muntjac Deer can 
still be seen, with regular tracks and the occasional sighting of the animals themselves. 
Roy Beddard  
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Review of the Year: 2007 

 
January Gulls were the stars of the new year, with single Yellow-legged Gull and up 
to two each of Great Black-backed Gull and Mediterranean Gull all making appearances 
from time to time. In the latter half of the month a Chiffchaff showed its self, Pochard 
numbers peaked at 153, and on 24th a flock of 15 Lapwings headed north. 
   
February Another 17 Lapwings flew through on 3rd whilst seven Linnets fed on 
Neasden Rec. Treecreepers are scarce but one was found on 11th; by contrast, 
Common Buzzards are becoming more regular and the first of five birds drifted north on 
the afternoon of 17th.  
 
March Nine Greylags and ten Stock Doves on 3rd were both high counts.  On 7th a 
pair of Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers was discovered and a week later a female 
Pheasant was found. The latter part of March was uncharacteristically quiet, with a total 
dearth of summer migrants apart from six singing Chiffchaffs on 28th. 
 
April  The first Sand Martin, Blackcap and Willow Warblers appeared on 1st. There 
were two pairs of Sparrowhawk displaying on 6th and a Rook flew through on 7th. With 
improved coverage, Saturday 14th was a bumper day and brought the year’s only 

sightings of Arctic Tern and Nuthatch, plus the 
earliest ever Swift, House Martin, Wheatears, 
Sedge Warbler and Lesser Whitethroats; Sunday 
15th followed up with a male Ring Ouzel. The 
following weekend produced three Little Gulls, 
plus the first Yellow Wagtail and Reed Warbler on 
21st; then on 22nd a Red Kite delighted members 
of the public on a guided walk, and a female Ring 
Ouzel was discovered. A singing Firecrest was 
present on 24th and the first Common Sandpiper 
appeared on 25th. The last six days were 
excellent, with Peregrine, Hobby, Honey 
Buzzard, Little Ringed Plover, Green Sandpiper, 
Bar-tailed Godwit, Greenshank, Whimbrel, 
Mediterranean Gull and Nightingale. 

 
May   The first Little Egret of the year was seen on 2nd, whilst on 10th Dunlin, and 
Whinchat were found, then two more Dunlins on 12th. The second half of the month was 
quieter but a Turtle Dove flew through on 20th and another Dunlin was present on 30th.  
 
June  The only Cuckoo of the year was singing in the Oakwood on 9th and the only 
Curlew spent 30 minutes in the area on 30th. The focus of this month always switches to 
monitoring breeding activity and insect recording: the recently established Marbled White 
colony seemed stable with 21 adults being recorded on 27th.   
 
July   Common Sandpiper was frequent from 7th, peaking at eight on 26th, and 
with single Green Sandpipers on 14th and 23rd. There was a Buzzard on 14th, 
Redshank on 15th, Little Egret on 21st and Hobby on 26th. There were five broods of 
Tufted Duck, four of Gadwall and single broods of Pochard and Little Grebe, but sadly 
some heavy downpours on 20th washed out many Great Crested Grebe nests.     
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August  An Oystercatcher flew over on 2nd and a Yellow-legged Gull dropped in on 
4th. Buzzard and Tawny Owl were seen in the first half while Hobby became more 
frequent later in the month. On 19th the largest ever flock of 
Bar-tailed Godwits was recorded when 25 flew through. 
During the last week more migrants included two Yellow 
Wagtails, two Redstarts and single Whinchat, Tree Pipit and 
Spotted Flycatcher.   
 
September The first returning Snipe appeared on 1st; there 
were two Yellow-legged Gulls on 2nd, followed by further 
sightings of Whinchat, Spotted Flycatcher and Little Egret 
during subsequent days. A juvenile Black-necked Grebe 
was present for a day on 9th and the last Hobby moved 
through on 10th.  A flock of seven Egyptian Geese on 12th 
was enough to set a new site record; and a drake Pintail 
arrived on 16th, followed by a female next day, both staying 
around for another week. A Siskin on 22nd and a Lesser Redpoll on 29th were both the 
first of the year. The first Redwing returned on 27th, however the most notable bird was 
the year’s third Ring Ouzel on the old dump through the morning of 30th.  
 
October  The 6th was a productive day with a Lapwing, the last Common Sandpiper, 
the only Stonechat of the year, and two Tree Sparrows (the first for seven years, also at 

the old dump). On 7th ten Skylarks passed 
through: October is the best month at Brent for 
this species, accounting for 38 of just 42 bird-
days this year. Annual maxima of Gadwall (114) 
and Ruddy Duck (44) also occurred on 7th. The 
first Fieldfares appeared on 10th but the 13th 
was more notable, with Brambling and a flyover 
Woodlark, the latter being the first sighting 
since February 1971. The 14th was an excellent 
visible migration day, for thrushes and finches in 
particular, but also delivering flyover Pintail and 
female Red-breasted Merganser. The 

remainder of the month was relatively quiet except for a good site count of 13 Wigeon, a 
late Swallow on 27th and a Redshank on 29th.  
 
November  Up to six Water Rails were seen during the first half of the month.  Other 
early highlights included a drake Goldeneye and two Brambling on 4th, drake Red-
crested Pochard on 5th, then a brief Merlin on 9th. The maximum count of Coot 
occurred on 11th when some 572 were present. During the second half there was 
another Brambling plus a flock of 26 Siskins on 17th, Little Egret on 20th, and occasional 
encounters were possible with an adult Mediterranean Gull and a vocal Tawny Owl. 
 
December  Good numbers of regular wetland birds were present, including annual 
maxima of Teal (133) on 13th, Tufted Duck (252) on 29th and Snipe (30) on 30th. Two 
different Mediterranean Gulls were seen during the month; there were also up to five 
Wigeon and occasional sightings of Siskins and wintering Chiffchaffs, however this was 
one year that failed to go out with a ‘bang’ in the form any records of true site scarcities. 
 
With improved coverage the species count for 2007 reached 129.  
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Review of the Year: 2008 
 

January Up to three Water Rails, 33 Snipe and 30 Siskins could be encountered 
throughout the month, plus good numbers of wildfowl including around a hundred Teal. 
Occasionally there were sightings of Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Blackcap, Chiffchaff 
and Lesser Redpolls, in addition to the more regular Brent winter species.   
 
February The first Greylag Goose, Yellow-legged Gulls and Wigeon of the year were 
seen in the first half, with a Tawny Owl flushed by Jays from trees in the east marsh on 
9th.  Annual maxima of Pochard (76) and Common Gull (416) occurred on 17th and 24th 
respectively – the latter being a new record count. A Kestrel was displaying on the last 
day of the month, and a Bearded Tit – the first for 17 years - was reported by a 
contractor working in the reed-bed at around this time. 
 
March Up to 61 Fieldfares frequented Woodfield Park in the first week but there 
were early signs of spring on 8th with a singing Redwing and no fewer than 39 singing 
Dunnocks spread around the site! Three Kingfishers were present on 9th. Mid-month 
brought the first Lapwing and Sand Martin on 15th, with two Oystercatchers dropping in 
on 16th.  The less-than-annual Brent scarcity of Pheasant was ticked on 21st with a cock 
bird calling near the rifle range. Increasing migration was evident in the last days of the 
month with Redshank, Willow Warbler, Wheatear and Swallow all appearing between 
26th – 31st. The burgeoning NW London population of Ring-necked Parakeets was 
signalled on 31st, with 30+ birds frequenting trees behind the dam. 
 
April  An Osprey and 70+ Meadows Pipits headed north on 4th, with another Brent 
irregular, Mandarin Duck, present on 5th. The first House Martins appeared on 10th, plus 
another Wheatear. The last Fieldfares departed on 11th and displaying Sparrowhawk 
were frequently observed. A Little Ringed Plover arrived on 12th, then on 13th the first 
returning Common Sandpipers and Common Tern put in an appearance but were 
eclipsed by the sighting of a second migrant Osprey, which circled over the reservoir 
briefly before continuing north. The first Yellow Wagtail and Sedge Warbler arrived on 
14th, then the pace really stepped up during the second half with: Green Sandpiper 
(16th); Whitethroat (17th); Nightingale, Reed 
Warbler (18th); Lesser Whitethroat (19th); the 
year’s only Black Tern (20th); Greenshank (23rd); 
Swift (24th); the year’s only Egyptian Geese 
(25th), Hobby, Turtle Dove, Garden Warbler 
(26th); Tree Pipit, Black Redstart (28th); and 
Little Egret (30th). During the latter half of April 
there were also higher than usual counts of 
Whimbrel, Arctic Tern and Little Gull, plus 
Peregrine and Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. 
 
May   A third Osprey circled over the reservoir on the morning of 3rd, making this 
spring the best ever for encountering this species. A Little Tern passed through the 
following day.  With the east marsh slowly silting up there was more mud available than 
previous years, and an improved wader passage: Greenshanks, Lapwings, up to ten 
Common Sandpipers and a pair of displaying Little Ringed Plover were regularly seen 
during the first half, supplemented by Redshank (7th), Oystercatcher (11th), Wood 
Sandpiper (14-16th), Ringed Plover (15th) and Dunlin (15-17th). The second half was 
quiet in comparison although with continued wader interest and further sightings of 
Hobby and Little Egret. 
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June  The only Cuckoo of the year was seen at the Oakwood on 8th, this being the 
same place and one day earlier than 2007’s lone sighting. Nuthatch is historically scarcer 
than Cuckoo at Brent, and so two birds – also at the Oakwood - on 15th were notable for  
being the highest number ever recorded at the site! There were one or two Green 
Sandpipers regular from 9th onwards, plus occasional Redshank and Ringed Plover.  
With the BTO Breeding Atlas survey in full swing, attention had by now switched to 
breeding birds, and confirmed or probable 
breeding evidence obtained for Kestrel, 
Sparrowhawk, Lesser Black-backed Gull, 
Grey Wagtail, Stock Dove, Bullfinch and 
Reed Bunting (amongst many others). 
 
July  Up to eight Little Ringed 
Plovers were present through the first half.  
Redshank and Hobby were seen on 6th, 
with the latter also present on 19th when it 
harassed some of the 1,600 Swifts that 
had amassed by that date. There was 
another Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, a 
Peregrine and two Little Egrets on 13th. Highlights of the second half were the first 
Common Crossbill for 11 years, which flew over the dam early on 26th, then a juvenile 
Garganey and two early returning Snipe the following morning. 
 
August  The July Garganey remained until 11th and the first Spotted Flycatcher of the 
year was seen on 16th, followed by six other birds on dates up to 30th. On 23rd Tree 
Pipit and Yellow Wagtail were both present; seven Whitethroats and two Garden 
Warblers were the last of both those species for the year, but the same could not be said 
of the 32 Chiffchaffs counted! The 30th was a notable for the only Whinchat of the year, 
four Tawny Owls calling at as many different locations, and a record count of 62 Ring-
necked Parakeets. 
 
September The last Sand Martins departed on 6th, followed by Common Terns on 7th, 
when also two Arctic Skuas passed through 
and there was another juvenile Garganey 
present, plus Greenshank and Whimbrel. 
The last Swifts headed south on 10th.  On 
14th there were further sightings of Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker and Tree Pipit, plus a 
Redstart. Some 40 House Martins on 17th 
were the last of the year, and on 20th three 
Common Buzzards passed through. On 21st 
there were annual maxima for Gadwall 
(109), Shoveler (104), Ruddy Duck (30), 
Wigeon (6) and Redshank (3), followed by a Pintail the next day. The 28th was a 
memorable day with the last Tree Pipit, first returning Redwings, Wheatear, Stonechat, 
adult Mediterranean Gull, finch passage, and the first Great Grey Shrike since 1975, 
which took up residence in the north bank scrub until early October. Another good bird 
turned up on 30th when a Short-eared Owl was watched being chased by crows as it 
flew above the Oakwood. 
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October Ten Lesser 
Redpoll headed south on 
4th. There was a Dunlin 
present on 5th, then on 12th 
Peregrine, Brambling, Little 
Egret, the only Great Black-
backed Gull of the year, and 
a long-staying adult 
Mediterranean Gull. Plenty 
of migration activity on 13th 
included the last Swallow, 
33 Chaffinch, 22 Greenfinch 
and 42 Jackdaws. A pair of 
Pintail were present on 15th, 
including a long-staying 
male. The next day saw the 
arrival of another long-stayer 

when a singing Cetti’s Warbler took up residence for four weeks. Annual maxima of Little 
Grebe (28) and Moorhen (88) occurred on 19th when a Green Sandpiper was also 
present. A late Hobby passed through on 22nd, followed by further Short-eared Owl and 
Brambling on 25th, then Common Buzzard and Peregrine on 29th. 
 
November Lots of migration on 1st included 86 Fieldfares, 137 Redwings, but also the 
first Hawfinch since one on the same date in 1991. Six Water Rails were counted on 
2nd, whilst on 3rd a group of nine Golden Plover headed east. A Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker reappeared on 5th, followed by several further winter sightings, however 
another of the annual highlights came three days later on 8th when a large flock of 
around 75 Waxwings flew south-west. A Redshank was present on 15th and the 
following day saw the peak Coot count of the year, at 734 birds. On 23rd a Firecrest was 
located near the East Marsh, two further Redshank flew in on 26th and the only 
Woodcock of the year was found on 29th. 
 
December The first Long-eared Owl for 11 years was seen on the evening of 1st, and 
on subsequent dates early in the month. On 2nd the Ring-necked Parakeet record was 
smashed again, when 89 birds were seen flying to roost; ten years earlier this species 
was barely annual, and only encountered in single figures. A Tawny Owl was calling on 
3rd, but far more notable was a Little Owl at the dump on 4th and subsequent evenings 
– the first at Brent since 1964!  A Brambling was present on 6th and the six Red-crested 
Pochards that flew in on 8th constituted the largest ever group. Tufted Duck peaked at 
279 on 14th, when a pair of Goldeneye was also present. The month continued in 
excellent form on 15th when four Bewick’s Swans circled around, prior to heading to 
Hilfield Park Reservoir. Female Peregrine and male Firecrest were seen on 17th, the 
latter encountered regularly until the year end and joined by a second bird from 24th 
onwards. On 20th a Yellowhammer was notable, whilst Snipe peaked at a very 
respectable 43 on 21st. 
 
The improved coverage of 2007 increased further in 2008, This probably played a part in 
the species count reaching a very respectable 138, well above the recent average of 
around 130 and the highest tally since 1997.  Whilst no new species were recorded there 
were a few records broken and many good birds, including several species not seen at 
Brent for decades. 
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BIRDS OF BRENT RESERVOIR 2007-08 
 
1. MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor 
A breeding resident with an additional non-breeding flock 
2007 
Seven nests were counted on May 13th; three broods were seen during May and June. 
The highest count was 24 on Sept 13th. 
2008 
Broods of four and five were recorded on June 9th and a brood of four was seen on Aug 
2nd. The highest number seen was 30 on Nov 16th during a WeBS count. 
 
 
2. BEWICK’S SWAN Cygnus columbianus 
A very scarce visitor during winter months 
2008 
Four were seen circling East Marsh on Dec 15th (AH); they then flew towards the dam 
returning to fly off high to the east at 09.20. Presumably the same four birds were reported 
later that day at Hilfield Park Reservoir. These were the first since two records in 1997. 
 
 
3. GREYLAG GOOSE  Anser anser 
An occasional visitor, mainly in spring  
2007 
There were 13 records in the five months from February to June; the peak count was nine 
on Mar 3rd. A pair was seen nest prospecting in East Marsh on Apr 29th. 
2008 
Ten sightings were made from February to May with the highest count being seven on 
May 5th.  
 
 
4. CANADA GOOSE  Branta canadensis 
A breeding resident  
2007 
This species was seen in 
every month with the 
greatest number being 
182 on Jan 21st during 
the WeBS count. In May 
there was just one brood 
and one occupied nest 
seen and on June 17th 11 
juveniles were seen 
during the WeBS count. 
2008 
As in 2007 records were 
reported in every month 
with a high count of 245 
being seen on July 20th. 
There were ten WeBs 
counts of over 100 birds. Breeding was under-recorded and just one brood was reported in 
May but on May 17th a crèche of 30 was seen. 
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5. EGYPTIAN GOOSE Alopochen aegyptiaca 
An occasional visitor  
2007 
Seven were reported on the beach of the Main Sailing Base on Sept 12th (HM). This was 
Brent’s highest ever count. 
2008 
There was a single record this year of two that flew in at 08.20 on Apr 25th (ASMS, RB). 
 
 
6. SHELDUCK  Tadorna tadorna 
An occasional visitor 
2007 
The species was reported four times during the year. The first on Feb 25th was on a raft 
while the second, a male, was seen to fly in on Mar 3rd. The final early year record was of 
another male on Apr 24th. The fourth sighting was again a drake on Aug 27th. 
2008 
Nine spring records involved probably just two birds: a pair that were seen singly or 
together from Apr 21st until the last sighting on May 17th. Two juveniles were found on 
July 30th and were present until Aug 3rd; they were not believed to have been locally bred. 
 
 
7. MANDARIN DUCK  Aix galericulata 
A scarce visitor 
2008 
The only report was of a drake seen to fly into East Marsh at 07.30 on Apr 5th (ASMS). 
 
 
8. WIGEON  Anas penelope 
A regular autumn visitor, occasional in winter and spring 
2007 
The usual autumn/early winter flock was present in varying numbers from two on Sept 
12th until the last group of five on Dec 15th. During this period there were 15 records with 
13 on Oct 24th being the highest count. 
2008 
There was a single record of one bird on Feb 11th with the other 12 records being in the 
accustomed September to December period. Numbers were low this year with six on Sept 
21st the highest count. 
 
 
9. GADWALL  Anas strepera 
A breeding resident with a large influx in autumn 
2007 
Reported in every month with the most being 114 on Oct 7th. There were four broods 
seen, two broods including one of 12 in early May and a further two hatching by mid-July. 
2008 
The highest count was 109 birds on Sept 21st. Reports were made for every month 
including three broods first seen during June. One of these was a brood of 11 on an East 
Marsh island on June 21st. 
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10. TEAL  Anas crecca 
Autumn and winter visitor, occasional in summer; has bred once 
2007 
Unusually in 2007 this species was recorded in every month, in most years it leaves in 
early May returning during July. There were three counts of over 100 birds with 133 on 
Dec 13th being the highest count. 
2008 
As in 2007 there were records in both May and June but although two drakes were present 
in June there was no proof of breeding. The highest count was of 138 birds made during 
the Nov 16th WeBS count, 
 
 
11. MALLARD  Anas platyrhynchos 
A resident breeder 
2007 
There were two counts of over 50 birds during the year with 90 on July 15th the highest. 
Several broods were recorded including one exceptional brood of 13 on June 17th. 
2008 
Counts of 50 or over were made three times during the year with a notable 124 on Aug 
17th. Two broods were seen in June: one of six on June 15th and one of 11 on June 23rd. 
 
 
12. PINTAIL  Anas acuta 
An occasional visitor 
2007 
A drake was found in the North Marsh on Sept 16th (OS). The following day a female was 
spotted and was present until 
Oct 10th (RSBB et al). Both 
birds were present on Sept 
22nd. Finally another was seen 
flying south on Oct 14th 
(ASMS). 
2008 
A female was in the North 
Marsh on Sept 22nd (SF) and 
another was there on Oct 11th 
(AGV). The next record was of a 
pair, also in the North Marsh on 
Oct 16th (AGV); the drake was 
seen regularly until Dec 7th. 
 
 
13. GARGANEY  Anas querquedula 
A scarce passage migrant 
2008 
A juvenile was seen to fly into East Marsh at 07.35 on July 27th (ASMS). Possibly the 
same bird was then seen on Aug 7th (AGV) and then again on Aug 9th and 11th (RSBB) 
this time in the North Marsh. Perhaps another juvenile was in the North Marsh on Sept 7th 
and 18th (JC, RSBB). 
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14. SHOVELER Anas clypeata 
Virtually resident with an influx in autumn, occasional breeder 
2007 
Present all year, including a pair in the spring; it is possible that a breeding attempt was 
made. There were two counts above 100, both in September: 111 on 8th and 108 on the 
16th.   
2008 
There was just one count of over 100 birds, of 104 on Sept 21st. As in 2007 a pair was 
present in both May and June being seen in both the East and North Marshes. 
 
 
15. RED-CRESTED POCHARD  Netta rufina 
An occasional visitor 
2007 
A drake was found on the Northern Reservoir at 10.15 on Nov 5th and remained for the 
rest of the day (AGV et al).  
2008 
There was just one record of six birds (3 drakes, 3 females), seen to fly in from the West at 
10.25 on Dec 8th (AGV). 
 
16. POCHARD  Aythya ferina 
A regular visitor in varying numbers, occasional breeder 
2007 
This species was present throughout the year but in smaller numbers during the breeding 
season. A brood of two was seen on July 15th.There were two counts of over 100 birds, 
both in January: 129 on 21st (WeBS) and 153 on 28th (RSBB). 
2008 
There were no counts of over 100 birds and the peak was 66 on Jan 28th (AGV). There 
were no broods reported. 
 

 
 
 
17. TUFTED DUCK  Aythya fuligula 
A breeding resident with a larger wintering population 
2007 
Ten counts of over 100 were reported including four in excess of 200; the peak was a 
count of 252 on Dec 29th (RSBB). A total of six broods were noted with five in July and the 
sixth in August. 
2008 
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Five counts over 100 included three of over 200 with the peak of 279 recorded during the 
WeBS count on Dec 14th. There was only one brood seen in the year, a female with three 
ducklings on Aug 12th. 
 
 
18. GOLDENEYE  Bucephala clangula 
A scarce visitor, usually in winter 
2007 
There was just one 
record, of a drake found 
in the Northern 
Reservoir on Nov 4th 
(OS). 
2008 
There were three 
records. The first, a 
female or immature 
male, was seen on and 
around the rafts on May 
5th (ASMS, AGV, 
RSBB). A female or 
immature was seen on 
Nov 1st (ASMS) and 
the third sighting was of 
a pair on the main 
reservoir in fog on Dec 
14th (ASMS). 
 
 
19. RED-BREASTED MERGANSER  Mergus serrator 
A scarce winter visitor 
2007 
There was just a single report of a female seen flying South at 08.55 on Oct 14th (ASMS). 
 
 
20. RUDDY DUCK  Oxyura jamaicensis 
A breeding resident 
2007 
The species was recorded in every month with highest numbers in the autumn when the 
peak count of 44 was made on Oct 7th. Three broods were seen during the breeding 
season with a brood of 10 seen on Sept 17th. A Lesser Black-backed Gull was seen to 
take four ducklings from a large brood on Sept 29th. 
2008 
Reports were received throughout the year with the peak of 30 seen on Sept 21st. Two 
broods were seen in September: a brood of two on Sept 13th and one of four on Sept 
15th. The National Cull is still in progress and numbers are seen to fall each year. 
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21. PHEASANT  Phasianus colchicus 
An occasional visitor 
2007 
Woolmead Avenue residents reported seeing a female Pheasant in their back gardens in 
the middle of March. 
2008 
A male was heard calling near the rifle range on Mar 21st (ASMS). 
 
 
22. LITTLE GREBE  Tachybaptus ruficollis 
A resident breeder 
2007 
Present throughout the year with a peak of 12 on Dec 9th. There was only one brood seen 
of two chicks near the North Bank on July 22nd. 
2008 
The relatively high peak count for the year of 28 was reached on Oct 19th during the 
WeBS count. Two broods were reported, the first of four on July 23rd in East Marsh and 
the second of three chicks was on Aug 25th also in East Marsh. 
 
 
23. GREAT CRESTED GREBE  Podiceps cristatus 
A resident breeder, fewer in winter 
2007 
Reports were received from all months. An early report of display and nest-building was 
seen on Jan 13th in the Northern Reservoir from three pairs. The peak count of 50 adults 
was in the breeding season on May 13th when two broods were seen and 16 nests 
occupied. A further three broods were reported on May 20th. Occupied nests were 
inundated by high water levels following heavy rain on July 20th/21st and deserted. 
2008 
The first reported display was on Feb 24th when a pair was seen ‘weed dancing’. The 
peak count in 2008 was of 25 adults seen on June 15th. Breeding figures are unknown as 
no reports were received. 
 
 
24. BLACK-NECKED GREBE  Podiceps nigricollis 
A scarce visitor 
2007 
There was a single record this year of a juvenile which was found on the Northern 
Reservoir on Sept 10th (OS). 
 
 
25. CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax carbo 
A non-breeding resident 
2007 
Recorded throughout the year but the three highest counts were all in August: 41 were 
roosting on Willow Island on 1st; 46 were in East Marsh on 12th, this time roosting on 
rafts; and the highest count of the year was on the 15th when 78 birds were counted 
roosting at midday in East Marsh (AGV). 
2008 
As in 2007 the highest count was in the summer with 35 on July 20th. A notable series of 
observations started on June 1st when a pair was watched constructing a nest on Willow 
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Island, the first time 
this had been noted 
at the reservoir. The 
nest was active for a 
week or two, but no 
eggs were laid. 
Mating was 
observed and 
photographed at the 
nest site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
26. LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta 
An occasional visitor  
2007 
There were five records reported during the year with the first found roosting at 10.00 on 
May 2nd and remaining all day. Subsequent records of single birds were noted on July 
21st, Aug 18th and Nov 20th. The only sighting of two birds was on Sept 3rd when birds 
flew into East Marsh at 09.15. 
2008 
There were nine records this year with the first being an adult in breeding plumage seen 
feeding in East Marsh. There was just one record of two birds, these were found roosting 
in the North Marsh willows at 08.10 but not seen subsequently. The other seven records of 
single birds were in May on 3rd, 5th and 24th, in July on 23rd and 25th and in October on 
11th and 12th. 
 
 
27. GREY HERON  Ardea cinerea 
A common resident; breeding attempted several times 
2007 
The year was one of fairly low counts. Although present in every month ten seen during 
the WeBS count on Sept 16th was the highest. 
2008 
Another year of low counts with 12 on the Nov 16th WeBS count being the highest. A pair 
was seen constructing a nest on Willow Island during Apr 24th and the days following, 
mating was observed and photographed. Amazingly this was just a few metres from a pair 
of Cormorants also attempting to breed although neither pair was successful. 
 
 
28. HONEY BUZZARD  Pernis apivorus 
A rare passage migrant  
2007 
There was just a single record of an early morning bird, seen over Braemar Avenue, flying 
from the reservoir at 06.25 on Apr 27th, it then drifted off high to the south (ASMS). The 
early time of day suggested that it had roosted nearby overnight. 
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29. RED KITE  Milvus milvus 
A scarce visitor  
2007 
A bird was watched drifting slowly west from the Northern Reservoir on Apr 22nd (RSBB) 
during a monthly guided walk, it was escorted by a couple of local Sparrowhawks. 
2008 
The only record was of a single bird seen on Oct 10th (SF). 
 
 
30. SPARROWHAWK  Accipiter nisus 
A breeding resident 
2007 
Sightings were reported 
throughout the year. Two pairs 
were seen displaying on Apr 6th. 
2008 
Reported throughout the year 
from three separate areas. On 
Feb 7th a male was seen 
displaying over East Marsh 
where a pair subsequently bred. 
A pair, watched displaying 
above the dam on Apr 11th, 
were joined by a third bird. A 
bird flying over the reservoir on 
July 26th and carrying prey was 
mobbed by a Hobby. 
 
 
31. COMMON BUZZARD  Buteo buteo 
A passage migrant and occasional winter visitor 
2007 
A single bird flew high over the reservoir on Feb 17th heading North at 15.20 (ASMS). A 
bird was watched circling over the reservoir for ten minutes at 11.15 on Apr 6th (ASMS, 
RSBB, AGV). Two birds circling above the hide were diving at each other on Apr 16th 
(AGV), subsequently heading North. A circling bird later flew NE at 12.00 on July 14th 
(TJN). Finally another Eastbound bird circled very high at 16.40 on Aug 18th (ASMS). 
2008 
There were three autumn records during the year with two on the same day. On Sept 20th 
a bird was watched circling high over the North Marsh at 11.05 (AGV); later the same day 
two birds were seen soaring high over the Main Reservoir at 16.35 (ASMS). A circling bird 
on Oct 29th later flew South (AGV). 
 
 
32. OSPREY  Pandion haliaetus 
A scarce passage migrant 
2008 
There were three spring passage records, the most ever in a year. The first was seen 
heading North at 11.30 on Apr 4th (RSBB). The next sighting was on Apr 13th when a bird 
was seen flying up the Main Reservoir at 09.10 (ASMS, RSBB). It circled for a few minutes 
before heading North. The third record, on May 3rd, was a repeat performance; it circled a 
few times over the Main Reservoir and then headed North (ASMS, AGV, RSBB). 
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33. KESTREL  Falco tinnunculus 
A breeding resident 
2007 
Present all year but under-reported with no records of display or breeding. 
2008 
A pair was watched displaying over the North Bank on Feb 28th. Breeding was confirmed 
in the wet woodland of East Marsh and probably also occurred on the North Bank. 
Sightings on successive days in September (20th & 21st) were possible evidence of a 
return passage as single birds were seen to fly straight through heading South. 
 
 
34. MERLIN  Falco columbarius 
A scarce passage migrant 
2007 
A bird, probably a female, was seen briefly flying over the Dump heading towards the Main 
Reservoir at 12.00 on Nov 11th (RSBB). 
 
 
35. HOBBY  Falco subbuteo 
A non-breeding summer visitor 
2007 
There were ten records during the year, all of single birds. The first was seen heading 
North on Apr 26th. The final record of the year was on Sept 10th. There was some 
evidence of hunting with birds seen chasing Swallows and Swifts on two occasions. 
2008 
The first of 18 records was of a single bird seen on Apr 26th and the final sighting was of a 
late bird on Oct 10th. All records except one were of single birds, two birds were seen 
hunting high over the reservoir on Aug 16th. Hunting was observed both for Swifts and 
hirundines and in the autumn for dragonflies. 
 
 
36. PEREGRINE  Falco peregrinus 
An occasional visitor 
2007 
There were five sightings, all of single birds with four in spring. The first, a male, was over 
the Northern Reservoir on Feb 22nd. Another male was circling over the North Bank on 
Apr 26th. Probably the same bird was seen the following day and again on Apr 30th and 
May 7th. 
2008 
Reported six times between April and December. A male and a female were seen 
separately on Apr 28th. An immature bird was over East Marsh on July 13th. There were 
two October sightings, the first a flyover on 12th and the second, a male headed North on 
the 29th. In December a female flew past the Main hide mid-morning on 17th. 
 
 
37. WATER RAIL  Rallus aquaticus 
A winter visitor 
2007 
Present from January to April and from September until December and seen or heard on 
most visits during this period. The highest count was six, recorded twice in the second 
winter period on Nov 3rd and 6th. 
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2008 
Once again present in the first four and last four months of the year. As in 2007 six was 
the highest number recorded on Nov 2nd. These maxima are likely a significant 
underestimate of the numbers present, due to the shy and retiring nature of the species. 
 
 
38. MOORHEN  Gallinula chloropus 
A common breeding resident 
2007 
There were two counts of 50 or over during the year, these were 51 on Oct 7th and 50 on 

Dec 9th. Breeding 
activity is under-
recorded; two nests 
were noted on May 13th 
and a brood of three 
small chicks was seen 
on May 27th. 
2008 
Three counts of over 50 
were made, all during 
WeBS counts: 52 On 
Aug 17th, 88 on Oct 
19th and 76 on Nov 
16th. The last two 
counts are quite high 
and probably denote a 
successful breeding 
season.  

 
 
39. COOT  Fulica atra 
A common breeding resident with an influx in autumn 
2007 
Over 500 birds were present during three of the monthly WeBS counts; these were 540 on 
Oct 7th, 572 on Nov 11th and 555 on Dec 9th. This is the most numerous species of 
waterfowl at the reservoir. Four broods of newly hatched young were seen on June 17th 
and 21 nests were counted on May 13th. 
2008 
During the year’s WeBS counts over 500 Coots were seen on four occasions and two of 
these were at least 700; these were 700 on Oct 19th and 734 on Nov 16th. These high 
counts denote good breeding success although there were no specific records. 
 
 
40. OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus ostralegus 
An occasional visitor  
2007 
One was heard calling near the dam at 06.09 on Aug 2nd (ASMS). 
2008 
Two sightings were reported, the first was of two seen on Mar 16th (PJC), and the second 
was a single bird seen flying around East Marsh at 08.45 on May 11th (RSBB). 
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41. LITTLE RINGED PLOVER  Charadrius dubius 
A regular passage migrant, occasional breeder 
2007 
The first bird seen this year, of nineteen records, was one on Apr 26th. A pair were 
displaying in East Marsh on Apr 30th. Two birds were seen on five occasions during May 
and June; three birds were seen twice, on May 26th and June 9th. The last sighting of the 
year was of a single bird on June 21st. Although display was noted on a number of 
occasions there was no specific evidence of breeding. 
2008 
This year had over twice as many records of this species as 2007 with 39 in total. The first 
was seen on Apr 12th. Display was noted on a number of occasions in May and June. The 
first count of above two was on June 29th when seven were present later in the day. 
Seven or more were seen on five later occasions. Five adults were noted on July 7th and 
joined by three juveniles the following day; two or three juveniles were seen each day 
during the following week. During the next two or three weeks numbers slowly declined 
and the last bird was seen on Aug 4th. 
 
 
42. RINGED PLOVER  Charadrius hiaticula 
A scarce passage migrant 
2008 
Reported seven times during the year with the first on May 14th (RSBB). Two days later 
six were present on the mud in East Marsh (RSBB). There were four subsequent sightings 
of single birds with the last on Aug 8th (AGV).  
 
 
43. GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria 
A very scarce passage migrant 
2008 
There was just one sighting of this less than annual visitor when a small flock of nine birds 
was observed flying East at 09.55 on Nov 3rd (AGV). 
 
 
44. LAPWING  Vanellus vanellus 
Almost resident, breeding attempted 
2007 
About 50 sightings were noted during the year. A small flock of 15 flew over heading North 
on Jan 24th and 17 were seen on Feb 3rd; 16 of these headed South at 11.15, leaving one 
on the rafts. The remainder of the records were of one to five birds with birds seen on most 
days in April and May in East Marsh. 
2008 
There were records in most months from March onwards. Two birds were long-staying and 
present through much of the spring. Two juveniles were present on June 25th but were not 
believed to be locally bred. A flock of 16 was noted on Nov 5th. On Dec 27th three were on 
the mud in East Marsh and 17 more flew over.  
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45. DUNLIN  Calidris alpina 
An occasional visitor 
2007 
There were three records, all in May. The first was a summer-plumaged bird on the 10th 
(AGV) feeding with Lapwing and Little Ringed Plover. Two birds flew in on the 12th (AGV) 
and were still present on the 13th. The last sighting was of a single bird on the 30th (AGV). 
2008 
There were five records in spring and one in autumn. There was one on May 15th (RSBB), 
two on May 17th (ASMS), one on May 18th-19th (ASMS et al), three on May 26th (AGV) 
and one on June 1st (RSBB). The final record was on Oct 5th (RSBB). 
 
 
46. SNIPE  Gallinago gallinago 
A regular winter visitor 
2007 
The records followed the usual pattern with higher counts of over 20 in January and 
February declining steadily into April with the last bird on April 28th. The first returning bird 
was seen on Sept 1st; numbers climbed steadily and peaked at 30 on Dec 30th. 
2008 
The year started with 33 birds on Jan 13th dropping steadily until the last bird was seen on 
Apr 27th. A very early returning record was of two birds seen circling above East Marsh on 
July 27th. Numbers increased through the autumn and early winter with several counts 
over 30 in December and 43 on Dec 21st. 
 
 
47. WOODCOCK  Scolopax rusticola 
A scarce visitor 
2007 
Just one report of a single bird seen, date unknown 
2008 
There was one sighting of a single bird seen in the Field Centre woods on Nov 29th (HM). 
 
 
48. BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica 
A scarce passage migrant 
2007 
Four birds were seen flying East over the reservoir at 09.55 on the Spring Birdcount Day 
on Apr 28th (ASMS, AH). A flock of 25 were watched flying North over the reservoir in light 
rain on Aug 19th (ASMS), this is the largest flock ever recorded at the site. 
 
 
49. WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus 
A scarce passage migrant 
2007 
A single bird landed on a raft at 09.00 on Apr 28th (AH) leaving at 09.35 to join two others 
flying over and heading North. 
2008 
There were four records in April this year, one on the 19th flew in and landed at 11.25 
(RSBB, ASMS, AGV); two were seen on 26th (ISE); there were two more the following day 
(ASMS) and a single bird was heard flying over on the 28th (ASMS). The only autumn 
record was one seen flying NW at 08.30 on Sept 7th (SF). 
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50. CURLEW Numenius arquata 
A scarce visitor 
2007 
On June 30th a bird was seen twice flying around calling over East Marsh in mid-morning 
(ASMS, AGV) before heading off South. 
 
 
51. COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos 
A common passage migrant 
2007 
Birds were seen from April through to September with the first being two on Apr 25th. 
There were many sightings from late April through to late May with a peak of five present 
on May 5th. The first 
of autumn was on 
July 7th, then up to 
three were seen 
irregularly until Sept 
17th apart from eight 
on July 26th and five 
on July 23rd and 
Aug 12th. The last 
bird was seen on Oct 
6th.  
2008 
The first two were on 
Apr 13th. The 
highest counts were 
ten on May 17th and 
nine the following 
day. The autumn 
peak count was eight 
on Aug 9th and the 
last two were on Sept 27th. 
 
 
52. GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus 
A passage migrant and occasional winter visitor 
2007 
A fairly poor year with nine records all of single birds. The first was on Apr 29th in East 
Marsh and the last was on Aug 18th in the North Marsh. 
2008 
This was a much better year with 24 separate records from mid April until mid- November. 
The first was one on Apr 16th, the highest count was of four on Sept 20th and the final bird 
was one on Nov 16th. There were nine occurrences of two or more birds. 
 
 
53. GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia 
A passage migrant 
2007 
Just one record of a single bird feeding in front of the island in East Marsh on Apr 29th-
30th (ASMS, RSBB). 
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2008 
Nine separate records were reported, some of which could relate to the same birds. The 
first flew out from East Marsh at 09.20 on Apr 23rd (AGV). The next six records were of 
one to two birds present from May 5th-11th (ASMS et al). It is probable that these records 
all relate to one or both of the original sightings which were seen to fly in and stay only 
briefly before flying towards the North Marsh. There were two autumn records of single 
birds, one on July 24th (AH) and one on Sept 7th (RAH).  
 
 
54. WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola 
A scarce visitor 
2007 
There was just one report of a single bird which flew around near the Main hide before 
heading East at 08.30 on July 29th (ASMS). 
2008 
A single bird was found feeding on the mud in East Marsh during the evening of May 14th 
(RSBB, TF); it stayed until May 16th. 
 
 
55. REDSHANK Tringa totanus 
An occasional visitor 
2007 
In a poor year for waders there were just two records. The first was heard in East Marsh at 
08.30 on July 15th (ASMS). The other was seen feeding in East Marsh on Oct 29th (AGV). 
2008 
During 2008 there were ten records in all. The first was found feeding in the North Marsh 
on Mar 27th. Reports continued until two birds, seen on Nov 26th, were the last for the 
year. The only other record of more than one bird was of three on Sept 21st. 
 
 
56. ARCTIC SKUA  Stercorarius parasiticus 
A rare passage visitor 
2008 
Two birds were seen to fly down the reservoir heading SW at 09.20 on Sept 7th (SF). This 
was just the fourth record with the last being a flock of five on Sept 16th, 2000. 
 
 

57. BLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus 
A common winter visitor 
2007 
The majority of birds had departed by late March/early April; a late group of eight passed 
through heading East on Apr 30th. On May 20th a pair flew in and were prospecting the 
rafts and later seen mating. The highest count was of 492 birds counted during the WeBS 
survey on Jan 21st. Birds began returning in late July and 300 were present on July 26th. 
2008 
The highest count of the year was 1,077 during the Nov 16th WeBS count. This is a very 
high count, only exceeded by the summer roost which can number several thousand.  
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58. LITTLE GULL Larus minutus 
A scarce visitor 
2007 
There was just one record of three birds, two adults and a first year bird, seen near the 
dam on Apr 21st (ASMS et al). 
2008 
Three sightings, all of which were in April. A summer-plumaged adult flew in at 08.20 on 
the 20th (ASMS); an adult and two immature birds were present in the evening on the 24th 
(PS); and another summer adult was present early morning only on the 27th (ASMS). 
 
 
59. MEDITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus 
A scarce visitor 
2007 
This species was seen eight times during the year. A first-winter bird was seen in the North 
Marsh on Jan 4th and 7th (RSBB et al). A second-winter bird was watched near the rafts 
on Jan 24th (AGV). A first-summer bird flew North with 12 Black-headed Gulls at 07.00 on 
Apr 26th (ASMS). A winter adult was seen in East Marsh on Nov 24th, Nov 28th and Dec 
20th (ASMS et al) and was probably the returning second-winter bird seen in January. An 
adult seen on Dec 10th in the North Marsh (OS) may have been a different bird. 
2008 
An adult was seen off the North Bank on Sept 28th and 29th (FJM et al). Another or the 
same was seen on Oct 13th (WHCG) and 19 further times through to the last sighting on 
Dec 25th. This latter bird was the same one that was seen last year. 
  
 
60. COMMON GULL Larus canus 
A common winter visitor 
2007 
This was a typical pattern of occurrence, present from autumn to early spring with peak in 
mid/late winter. Two counts were over 100: 171 on Jan 13th and 190 on Dec 1st. There 
was a record of an early returning adult on Aug 4th. 
2008 
There were three counts of over 300 birds. The first of 416 seen on Feb 24th (ASMS) was 
the highest ever count for the site. Another count of 406 during a WeBS survey was close 
to this level on Nov 16th. Two records in July were unusual. 
 
 
61. LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus 
A breeding resident 
2007 
This species is present in all months and the highest number in 2007 was of 50 birds on 
Mar 18th counted during a WeBS survey. Two pairs nested on rafts in front of the Main 
hide and raised four chicks. On Sept 20th one bird was seen to eat four ducklings from a 
brood of Ruddy Ducks. 
2008 
The maximum count was of 67 birds on Nov 16th. Three pairs were noted breeding on 
rafts. Predation on the tern colony was observed, an adult was eating Common Tern eggs 
on May 26th and an adult was seen to carry off a tern chick on June 12th. On Aug 21st an 
adult was seen to kill and eat a young Moorhen. 
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62. HERRING GULL Larus argentatus 
A regular visitor, breeds near the reservoir 
2007 
The highest count was of 36 birds seen on Oct 28th. Breeding at the nearby colony along 
the Edgware Road was evident from the visits of young birds during August when 20 
juveniles were counted at the reservoir on Aug 4th.  
2008 
This species was recorded during all twelve monthly WeBS counts with the maximum of 
35 birds reported on May 13th.  
 
 
63. YELLOW-LEGGED GULL Larus michahellis 
An occasional visitor 
2007 
There were three reports of this species during the year. The first was of a first-winter bird 
on Jan 14th (ASMS); a juvenile was seen in East Marsh on Aug 4th (ASMS); and finally 
there were two in East Marsh on Sept 1st (WHCG). 
2008 
Birds were seen on three dates, all in February, on 5th, 10th and 11th (RSBB, SB, ASMS). 
 
 
64. GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus 
An occasional visitor 
2007 
A single adult was seen on three dates in January around the rafts. A pair was present on 
the rafts on Feb 1st and a number of times subsequently until Apr 14th. First-winter and 
first-summer birds were reported on Apr 7th and 15th. Two birds were reported on Apr 
28th. The final bird for the year was one on Nov 11th. 
2008 
Unusually, there was only one report this year of a single bird seen flying over on Oct 12th. 
 
 
65. LITTLE TERN Sternula albifrons 
A scarce migrant 
2008 
A single bird arrived at 09.15 on May 4th (ASMS), flew around the Main Reservoir briefly 
before flying off. 
 
 
66. BLACK TERN Chlidonias niger 
A scarce passage migrant 
2008 
A summer–plumaged adult flew in at 09.55 on Apr 20th (ASMS) and stayed until Apr 22nd. 
 
 
67. COMMON TERN Sterna hirundo 
A breeding summer migrant 
2007 
The first of the year were five birds that arrived on Apr 14th. The highest count during the 
breeding season was of 57 birds on May 24th. The first two chicks were seen on June 
2nd. On June 16th there were 27 pairs breeding with 21 sitting birds and six broods. All 
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breeding terns had left the colony by July 21st. The last passage bird was seen flying 
through on Aug 25th. 
2008 
The first returning bird was seen on Apr 13th. 
On Apr 24th there were 45 birds flying in East 
Marsh in the evening, earlier only 21 had been 
present. There were 22 occupied nests but no 
indications of breeding success were recorded; 
the colony continues its slow decline. Most 
birds had left the colony by mid-July and the 
last record for the year was of three birds flying 
through on Sept 7th.  

 
 
68. ARCTIC TERN Sterna paradisaea 
A scarce passage migrant 
2007 
A single bird was watched dip-feeding over the reservoir on Apr 14th (AGV, ASMS). 
2008 
This species was seen on four dates this year, all in April. The first two were seen flying up 
the reservoir and heading NE on the 17th (RSBB). Another two passed through on the 
20th (ASMS). Five were seen heading East on the 23rd (AGV). Finally there were four 
birds roosting on the jetty early morning on the 26th (ASMS). 
 
 
69. FERAL ROCK DOVE Columba livia 
A common breeding resident 
2007 
Present all year. 
2008 
Present all year 
 
 
70. STOCK DOVE Columba oenas 
A breeding resident 
2007 
The five records this year all came in the first four months of the year. On Jan 7th nine 
were seen feeding on West Hendon Playing Fields and the year’s maximum of ten were 
seen on Mar 3rd. There were no reports of breeding related activity. 
2008 
Small numbers were reported in each month from January to June. The year’s highest 
count was of six on May 15th. On May 1st a pair were displaying over the rifle range. Two 
pairs were reported breeding, one in the East Marsh and the other in the Oakwood on 
June 30th. On both Oct 23rd and 25th two birds were noted flying over.  
 
 
71. WOODPIGEON Columba palumbus 
A common breeding resident and passage migrant 
2007 
This species was present in all months. The highest counts were during early morning 
visible-migration watches in October and November. On Oct 30th, 1,930 were seen flying 
SW; this was exceeded a few days later on Nov 3rd when 2,020 flew over (AGV, ASMS). 
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2008 
There was just one visible-migration count of 367 on Oct 25th (ASMS). Otherwise the 
species was present all year. 
 
 
72. COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto 
A breeding resident 
2007 
Small numbers bred but there were no specific counts or records reported. 
2008 
Several pairs were reported as being on territory. 
 
 
73. TURTLE DOVE Streptopelia turtur 
A breeding resident 
2007 
There was just a single record of one bird flying North at 08.00 on May 20th (ASMS). 
2008 
Similar to last year, there was one sighting of a bird that flew North over the main hide at 
10.30 on Apr 26th (RSBB). 
 
 
74. RING-NECKED PARAKEET Psittacula krameri 
Resident, probably breeding 
2007 
The species was reported five times during the year. A pair was seen investigating holes in 
trees on the North Bank on Feb 3rd. The most recorded was nine seen on two occasions 
in October. 
2008 
The numbers seen increased sharply in comparison to 2007. There were four counts of 
over 50 birds seen. Small flocks were noted heading SW to roost in the evenings including 
several small flocks totalling 89 on Dec 2nd (ASMS). 
 
 
75. CUCKOO Cuculus canorus 
Scarce migrant, usually in spring 
2007 
The characteristic call was heard from a bird in the Oakwood on June 9th (TJN). 
2008 
A single bird was observed flying from the Oakwood to the Rifle Range on June 8th 
(ASMS). 
 
 
76. LITTLE OWL Athene noctua 
An occasional breeder  
2008 
On Dec 4th one was found at dusk on the Dump grassland while looking for a Long-eared 
Owl that had been present a day or two before (RSBB); it was the first record for the 
reservoir since 1964. Initially near the main path it flew across to the Bund fence where it 
was heard to call briefly. It was also seen on Dec 5th, 6th and 7th. During the sighting on 
Dec 6th it was mobbed by Crows going to roost. 
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77. TAWNY OWL Strix aluco 
A breeding resident 
2007 
There are probably at least three territories at the site. Most records are of daytime calling 
or disturbance from roosts. There were seven records; the first was a bird that called close 
to the old swings at 08.10 on Jan 7th. A roosting bird was disturbed from the Churchyard 
by Jays on Apr 21st. Two birds were found roosting in the Field Centre on Aug 10th. 
During November male and female birds were heard calling on 11th, 13th & 17th during 
the day in East Marsh near the old boat-house. Finally a bird was calling at 04.15 from a 
garden in Woolmead Avenue on Nov 30th. 
2008 
A bird was flushed from its roost in East Marsh by Jays on Feb 9th. Another was seen in 
flight behind the dam at 21.05 on Aug 5th. The following evening a pair was calling on the 
North Bank. Four separate calling birds were heard pre-dawn (Churchyard, Oakwood, N. 
Bank  and S. Bank) on Aug 30th. The final record for the year was a male calling near the 
Old Boatyard in the East Marsh on Dec 3rd. 
 
 
78. LONG-EARED OWL Asio otus 
A scarce winter visitor 
2008 
A single bird was seen flying along the path through the Dump scrub towards the 
grassland on Dec 2nd (SF) and 7th (ASMS). 
 
 
79. SHORT-EARED OWL Asio flammeus 
A scarce winter visitor 
2008 
There were two autumn records; the first was of a bird pursued by crows along the edge of 
the Oakwood at 16.00 on Sept 30th (LAB). The second was also chased by Crows, this 
time along the North Bank at 08.55 on Oct 25th (AD, AGV, ASMS).  
 
 
80. SWIFT Apus apus 
A common breeding summer migrant 
2007 
The first Swift of the year was seen on Apr 14th (ASMS) and was the earliest first date 
ever recorded at the site. By Apr 26th numbers had reached 200 and were sustained at 
this level well into May. The highest count for the summer was a modest 300 on Aug 18th. 
The last birds for the year were 12 seen on Sept 3rd. 
2008 
First for the year in 2008 was a single bird on Apr 24th. There were several good counts 
during the spring, one count of 750+ on June 21st was notable. On July 11th an aberrantly 
marked bird was found (JC) and seen again on July 17th and 20th. Quickly named 
Colman’s Swift after the finder it had a whitish vent, a blotchy belly and a pale rump. Just 
over a week later the largest count of the year reached 1,600+ on  July 19th, there were 
still 1,200 present the following day, thereafter numbers rapidly declined reaching 300 on 
Aug 19th. The last of the year’s birds were three seen on Sept 10th. 
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81. KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis 
A breeding resident 
2007 
This is an under-recorded species, probably breeding most years and in 2007 there were 
just three records in the logbook.  
2008 
There were only two entries for this species in the log. The first was of three separate birds 
noted on Mar 9th. There was another multiple sighting on May 10th with a pair in the North 
Marsh and another by the main hide. 
 
 
82. GREEN WOODPECKER Picus viridis 
A breeding resident 
2007 
One or two pairs breed each year and in 2007 as a result of successful breeding a juvenile 
was seen in Woodfield Park on Aug 4th. 
2008 
There were no specific details of breeding success other than comments that at least one 
pair was present and bred. 
 
 
83. GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos major 
A breeding resident 
2007 
This is another under-recorded species and pairs are usually present in the Eastern and 
Northern willow woodlands, the North Bank Oakwood and the Field Studies Centre. 
2008 
The only observation in 2008 was that at least two pairs bred. 
 
 
84. LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos minor 
An occasional visitor 
2007 
A pair was present during March and April and were seen on the North Bank on Mar 7th, 
and again near the Allotments/Bunds on Apr 16th. There were six other records involving 
single birds on March 8th, April 22nd, May 3rd & 6th, June 10th and September 13th. 
2008 
There were a good number of sightings with 12 records spread throughout the year. The 
year’s first was a female by the cycle track on Jan 12th. The next was not until Apr 20th 
when a bird was in gardens behind the hide. On July 13th a female was feeding on Giant 
Hogweed heads in the Bunds. There was one report of two sightings in a day when birds 
were seen in East Marsh and one called on the North Bank on Aug 30th. There were two 
September sightings, one in the North Marsh on 14th and other on the path to the hides on 
22nd. The three November records were on the 5th, 19th and 27th. The year ended with 
three December records all in East Marsh on the 6th, 17th and 20th. 
 
 
85. WOODLARK  Lullula arborea 
Rare passage migrant/winter visitor 
2007 
One flew low over the Dump on Oct 13th at 09.40 (ASMS, AGV). This was the ninth ever 
record and the first since 1971. 
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86. SKYLARK  Alauda arvensis 
A passage migrant and occasional winter visitor, former breeder 
2007 
None reported until autumn then a total of 42 flying over between Oct 6th and Nov 5th with 
a peak of ten on Oct 7th. 
2008 
Similar to last year with the only records being on visible migration in autumn; a total of 23 
was recorded between Oct 25th and Nov 13th with a peak of nine on the first date. 
 
 
87. SAND MARTIN  Riparia riparia 
A common passage migrant 
2007 
A very quiet spring passage began with three on Apr 1st and only 37 more were logged up 
until May 10th. Apart from a single midsummer bird on June 23rd there were no more until 
autumn with a peak of 15 on Aug 23rd. The last two were seen on Sept 27th. 
2008 
Spring began relatively early with a single bird on Mar 15th; unlike last year the passage 
was more noticeable with a total of 201 up to May 17th including 112 on Apr 14th, the 
highest daily count ever recorded in spring. After three midsummer birds on June 14th, the 
autumn passage was much lighter with a maximum of c30 on July 20th. The last ones of 
the year were seven on Sept 6th, three weeks earlier than last year. 
 
 
88. SWALLOW  Hirundo rustica 
A common passage migrant 
2007 
The first of spring were two on the relatively late date of Apr 18th; passage was fairly 
average with a peak of 40+ on May 3rd. The autumn passage was unremarkable, peaking 
at just 31 on Oct 3rd; however the last of the year on Oct 27th was the second latest ever. 
2008 
An early migrant was seen on Mar 31st; the peak day of the spring passage was Apr 30th 
when 40 were counted. In autumn, passage was recorded up to Oct 13th with a peak of 51 
on Sept 24th. 
 
 
89. HOUSE MARTIN  Delichon urbicum 
A common summer visitor; breeds adjacent to the reservoir 
2007 
Recorded between Apr 14th and Sept 29th; the peak counts were: in spring, c85 on Apr 
27th; and in autumn, 200+ on Aug 22nd. Birds bred again in the colony on West Hendon 
Broadway but the number of nests was not counted this year. 
2008 
Recorded between Apr 10th and Oct 5th; spring passage was light with a peak of just 25+ 
on Apr 20th. There were 50 active nests on West Hendon Broadway. In autumn there 
were three counts of 100 or more with the highest being 200+ on Sept 11th. 
 
 
90. TREE PIPIT  Anthus trivialis 
A scarce passage migrant 
2007 
The only record was one that flew over the Dump on Aug 27th at 10.00 (ASMS). 
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2008 
Four were seen this year, the most since 1999. One was found feeding in the oak canopy 
along the North Bank at 07.30 on Apr 28th (ASMS); in autumn one was in trees on the 
Dump on Aug 23rd (ASMS) and singles flew over on Sept 14th and 28th (ASMS). 
 
 
91. MEADOW PIPIT  Anthus pratensis 
A common passage migrant and occasional winter visitor 
2007 
Two singletons were recorded in the first winter period, on Jan 1st and Feb 10th. Few 
were seen on migration in spring with a peak of just 13 on Apr 6th. The highest counts in 
autumn were 25 on Sept 30th and 23 on Sept 22nd. 
2008 
The only winter record was one on Jan 13th. Spring migrants were recorded from late 
March onwards with a peak of 70+ on Apr 4th. In autumn a total of 133 were counted 
between Sept 13th and Oct 12th with a peak of 37 on Sept 14th. 
 
 
92. YELLOW WAGTAIL  Motacilla flava 
A passage migrant 
2007 
There were just four spring migrants recorded between Apr 21st and May 14th. Autumn 
passage was even worse with single birds on Aug 25th and 27th. The year’s total of six, 
compared to 15 in 2006, shows how poor the passage was. 
2008 
A total of eight recorded this year, three in spring between Apr 14th and 20th and five in 
autumn between Aug 23rd and Sept 14th with a peak of three on the latter date. 
 
 
93. GREY WAGTAIL  Motacilla cinerea 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
2007 
One pair bred behind the dam with two juveniles seen on May 28th. There were very few 
other records and the year’s highest count was just three on Sept 1st and Oct 7th. 
2008 
Two pairs bred this year, in East Marsh and behind the dam. Like last year there were very 
few other records and the highest count was three flying over on Sept 13th. 
 
 
94. PIED WAGTAIL  Motacilla alba 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
2007 
One pair bred successfully. Most records came during the autumn migration with the 
highest count being ten on Oct 6th. 
2008 
Two pairs bred successfully. The highest count was seven flying over on Sept 28th. 
 
 
95. WREN  Troglodytes troglodytes 
A common breeding resident 
2007 
Only recorded in the logbook on the Spring and Autumn Birdcounts. 
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2008 
One was found roosting behind a panel by the door of the main hide on July 23rd. 
 
 
96. DUNNOCK  Prunella modularis 
A common breeding resident 
2007 
Apart from on the Spring and Autumn Birdcounts, the only record was of one flying over on 
Sept 30th. 
2008 
A total of 39 singing males were located over the weekend of Mar 8th/9th (ASMS). 
 
 
97. ROBIN  Erithacus rubecula 
A common breeding resident  
2007 
One flew through the open door into Heron Hide on Aug 28th. 
2008 
Only recorded on the Spring and Autumn Birdcounts. 
 
 
98. NIGHTINGALE  Luscinia megarhynchos 
A scarce passage migrant; occasional breeder 
2007 
A male was heard singing by 
Woodfield Park on Apr 30th (ASMS). 
It was seen again on May 5th 
accompanied by a female and they 
flew into scrub carrying nesting 
material (ASMS, AGV). It is likely that 
they bred - the first breeding record at 
the reservoir since the early part of 
the 20th Century. 
2008 
Last year’s male arrived on Apr 18th, 
the earliest ever date. A pair was seen 
carrying nest material on May 11th 
and collecting food on June 7th, 
confirming breeding for the second 
year in a row (ASMS et al). 
 
 
99. BLACK REDSTART  Phoenicurus ochruros 
A rare passage migrant 
2008 
A first-summer male was located singing from the sailing clubhouse on the North Bank in 
late morning on Apr 28th (ASMS et al). This was only the 12th bird to be seen at the 
reservoir and the first to be heard singing. 
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100. COMMON REDSTART  Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
A scarce passage migrant 
2007 
A male and a female were seen in the ‘Redstart Bushes’ by the bunds on Aug 26th 
(ASMS, RSBB); the female was seen again the following day. 
2008 
One flew low across the Dump early in the morning of Sept 14th (SF). 
 
 
101. WHINCHAT  Saxicola rubetra 
A passage migrant 
2007 
A female was seen near the Bunds on May 10th (AGV). There were two autumn migrants, 
on Aug 25th (ASMS) and Sept 3rd (RSBB). 
2008 
The only record was on the Autumn Birdcount on Aug 30th when one was found on the 
Dump in front of the Bunds (FB et al). 
 
 
102. STONECHAT  Saxicola rubicola 
A scarce passage migrant 
2007 
One was seen on the edge of the bunds on Oct 6th (AGV, ASMS, RSBB). 
2008 
One was found in the newly-named Shrike Field on Sept 28th (AGV) with two there the 
following day (PJC) and observed by those watching the Great Grey Shrike. 
 
 
103. WHEATEAR  Oenanthe oenanthe 
An uncommon passage migrant 
2007 
A poor year with only four seen, all in April: a pair on the dam on 14th (ASMS) and singles 
on the playing fields on 18th (AGV) and 23rd (ISE). 
2008 
A total of eight were seen this year, five in spring and three in autumn. The first two were 
on the playing fields on Mar 30th and Apr 10th; singles were seen on the North Bank on 
Apr 20th and 28th and another was on Neasden Rec on the latter date. Woodfield Park 
claimed singles on Sept 20th and 29th and one flew across the Shrike Field on Sept 28th. 
 
 
104. RING OUZEL  Turdus torquatus 
A scarce passage migrant 
2007 
A very good year with three birds seen. One, probably a male, was heard calling from the 
slope then flew towards the bunds on Apr 15th (RSBB); a female was near Kingsbury FC 
on Apr 22nd (PS); and an immature male was seen several times on the Dump on Sept 
30th (ASMS et al). 
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105. BLACKBIRD  Turdus merula 
A common breeding resident 
2007 
Apart from on the Spring and Autumn Birdcounts, the only records were of one that caught 
and ate a Poplar Hawk-moth on June 23rd and three flying over on Oct 14th. 
2008 
The only record other than on the Birdcounts was of four that flew over on Nov 2nd. 
 
 
106. FIELDFARE  Turdus pilaris 
A common winter visitor/passage migrant 
2007 
There were very few in the first half of the year with a high of just six in Woodfield Park on 
Mar 26th. The first autumn migrants were 13 on Oct 10th and the peak passage was 38 
the following day. 
2008 
Regularly seen feeding on the fields during the first three months of the year with the 
highest count being 61 in Woodfield Park on Mar 6th; the last ones were seen on Apr 11th. 
Returning birds were recorded from Oct 18th onwards; the highest autumn count was 86 
flying over on Nov 1st. 
 
 
107. SONG THRUSH  Turdus philomelos 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
2007 
A total of 16 were recorded on visible migration between Sept 30th and Oct 14th with a 
peak of four on Oct 7th. 
2008 
The only autumn migrants this year were five flying over on Oct 11th. 
 
 
108. REDWING  Turdus iliacus 
A common winter visitor 
2007 
Very few were seen at the beginning of the year until Feb 17th when 28 flew North; small 
numbers of migrants continued to be seen until Apr 5th. The first returners were two on 
Sept 27th; they were quite regularly seen throughout autumn but the peak was a relatively 
low total of c70 on Nov 4th. 
2008 
Regularly seen with the large Fieldfare flock between January and March with a peak 
count of 50+ on Jan 17th; the last migrant was seen on Apr 19th. Returning birds began to 
arrive from Sept 28th; the highest autumn count was 137 flying over on Nov 1st. 
 
 
109. MISTLE THRUSH  Turdus viscivorus 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
2007 
The highest count was at least six on Mar 28th. In autumn, nine were recorded on visible 
migration between Sept 30th and Nov 8th. 
2008 
Two pairs bred this year and the highest count was eight on Nov 17th. Two were heard 
singing on the very early date of Nov 15th. 
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110. CETTI’S WARBLER  Cettia cetti 
A scarce visitor 
2008 
A male remained in East Marsh from Oct 18th to Nov 16th (AGV et al). This was the fourth 
record for Brent following the last one on the North Bank in October 2005. 
 
 
111. SEDGE WARBLER  Acrocephalus 
schoenobaenus 
A breeding summer migrant 
2007 
The first of spring was on Apr 14th and the 
peak count was nine singing males on Apr 
23rd. The last one on Sept 29th (ASMS) was 
the latest since Oct 1st, 1944! 
2008 
The first of spring was on exactly the same 
date as last year - Apr 14th - but the last one 
of the year on Aug 31st was almost a month 
earlier. The highest count was five singing 
on Apr 26th.  
 
 
112. REED WARBLER  Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
A common breeding summer migrant 
2007 
Recorded between Apr 21st and Sept 29th; there were no counts of singing males. 
2008 
Recorded between Apr 18th and Sept 21st; the peak count of three singing males is a 
gross under-estimate of the actual breeding population. 
 
 
113. BLACKCAP  Sylvia atricapilla 
A common breeding summer migrant and occasional winter visitor 
2007 
There were no winter records and the first migrant was seen on Apr 1st. The peak count 
was 31 on Apr 24th. A pair feeding young were seen on May 27th. The highest count in 
autumn was a rather paltry eight on Sept 1st. 
2008 
There was one winter record on Jan 13th. The first spring migrant was singing on Mar 19th 
and they gradually built up to a peak of 24 singing on Apr 26th. The highest autumn count 
was nine on Aug 23rd and the last of the year was seen on Nov 2nd. 
 
 
114. GARDEN WARBLER  Sylvia borin 
A breeding summer migrant 
2007 
Recorded between Apr 22nd and Sept 3rd; there was a record six territories this year. 
2008 
Recorded between Apr 26th and Aug 30th; the peak count was four singing on May 3rd. 
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115. LESSER WHITETHROAT  Sylvia curruca 
A breeding summer migrant 
2007 
Recorded between Apr 14th and Sept 8th; there were four singing on Apr 28th but no 
count of any territories or breeding pairs. 
2008 
Recorded between Apr 19th and the relatively late date of Sept 25th. The highest count 
was five on Aug 23rd. 
 
 
116. COMMON WHITETHROAT  Sylvia communis 
A common breeding summer migrant 
2007 
Unusually the first of spring, on Apr 18th, was several days after the previous species. The 
highest count was 17 singing males on Apr 28th. A count of 10+ on July 28th may well 
have included locally bred family parties. The last of autumn was seen on Sept 8th. 
2008 
Recorded between Apr 17th and Sept 21st; the highest count was eight singing males on 
Apr 26th, considerably lower than the previous two years. 
  
 
117. CHIFFCHAFF  Phylloscopus collybita 
A breeding summer migrant and occasional winter visitor 
2007 
One was seen regularly around the Bunds during the first two months of the year. Migrants 
began to arrive during March and by the end of the month ten were present. The spring 
peak was 16 on Apr 11th. The year’s highest count was 20 on the Autumn Birdcount on 
Sept 1st. Three were seen in late November and one was still present on Dec 29th. 
2008 
One was seen on Jan 13th and 24th. The first spring migrants were three on Mar 24th and 
the maximum count was ten males on territory during April. This represents a significant 
increase in the breeding population since 2000 when there were 3-4 pairs. The highest 
count of autumn was 32 on Aug 23rd and one over-wintered in East Marsh. 
  
 
118. WILLOW WARBLER  Phylloscopus trochilus 
A passage migrant, former breeder 
2007 
Recorded between Apr 1st and Sept 
17th. For the first time ever there were 
no birds holding territory and none were 
seen on the Spring Birdcount; this 
seems to be part of a general 
population shift towards Northern Britain 
and may be linked to climate change. 
The highest count was five on Aug 25th. 
2008 
Recorded between Mar 26th and Sept 
4th. The peak count in spring was 
seven singing on Apr 17th but none 
were present in May. The highest 
autumn count was seven on Aug 9th. 
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 119. GOLDCREST  Regulus regulus 
A regular passage and winter visitor, occasional breeder 
2007 
There were very few records. One was heard singing in East Marsh on June 2nd and the 
highest count was four on Oct 27th. 
2008 
At least two pairs bred this year. There were two high counts in autumn: 14 on Oct 11th 
and 12 on Nov 1st. 
 
 
120. FIRECREST  Regulus ignicapilla 
A scarce visitor 
2007 
One was singing in the grounds of Verulam Court and the adjacent East Marsh in the 
afternoon of Apr 24th (RSBB et al). 
2008 
One was seen in East Marsh on Nov 23rd (SGP) then again from Dec 17th into the New 
Year with two on Dec 24th and 26th (ASMS, AGV et al). 
 
 
121. SPOTTED FLYCATCHER  Muscicapa striata 
A passage migrant, former breeder 
2007 
There were a total of five seen in autumn between Aug 25th and Sept 6th with a maximum 
of two on the latter date. 
2008 
Seven were seen in autumn between Aug 16th and 30th with a peak count of two on the 
latter date. At least three were seen on the hedge in Woodfield Park. 
  
 
122. BEARDED TIT  Panurus biarmicus 
A scarce winter visitor 
2008 
One was heard in the main reed bed sometime in February (BH). 
 
 
123. LONG-TAILED TIT  Aegithalos caudatus 
A common breeding resident 
2007 
Present all year, the highest count was 27 
on Sept 5th. 
2008 
One family party was seen in North Marsh 
and the highest count was 18 on Sept 
13th. 
 
 
124. BLUE TIT  Parus caeruleus 
A common breeding resident 
2007 
Present throughout but only noted on the 
Spring and Autumn Birdcounts. 
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2008 
Present throughout but only noted on the Spring and Autumn Birdcounts. 
  
 
125. GREAT TIT  Parus major 
A common breeding resident 
2007 
Present throughout but only noted on the Spring and Autumn Birdcounts. 
2008 
Present throughout but only noted on the Spring and Autumn Birdcounts. 
  
 
126. COAL TIT  Parus ater 
A breeding resident 
2007 
Very few records received but still present in the churchyard and another was heard 
singing behind the dam on July 1st. 
2008 
A family party at the end of Birchen Grove on May 24th had either bred in the churchyard 
or Field Centre woods. 
  
 
127. NUTHATCH  Sitta europaea 
A scarce visitor 
2007 
One was heard calling in the churchyard on Apr 14th (ASMS). 
2008 
There were two in the Oakwood on June 15th, one of which seen again on July 20th and 
27th (RSBB et al). This was the first time two have been seen together. 
 
 
128. TREECREEPER  Certhia familiaris 
A scarce visitor; former breeder 
2007 
One was heard calling in the Field Centre woods on Feb 11th (ASMS). 
2008 
One was heard calling in East Marsh on Feb 9th (ASMS). 
 
 
129. GREAT GREY SHRIKE  Lanius 
excubitor 
A rare winter visitor/passage migrant 
2008 
The highlight of the year for many was 
the first shrike of any species to be seen 
at Brent since 1975. This bird, the 
seventh Great Grey Shrike at the 
reservoir, was found on Sept 28th and 
remained for five days, last being seen 
on Oct 2nd (SF et al). It spent much of its 
stay on the bushes in the open field 
between the dam and the Oakwood 
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which are now known as the Shrike Bushes in the middle of Shrike Field in honour of this 
bird. 
 
 
130. JAY  Garrulus garrulus 
A breeding resident 
2007 
Present throughout in small numbers. 
2008 
At least two pairs bred this year. 
 
 
131. MAGPIE  Pica pica 
A common breeding resident 
2007 
The highest count was 24 on the dam wall on Oct 5th. 
2008 
Two ‘Magpie Weddings’ occurred this year with 20 birds in trees on the North Bank on Apr 
20th and 27 in one tree in the allotments on Dec 17th. 
  
 
132. JACKDAW  Corvus monedula 
A passage migrant and occasional visitor 
2007 
Recorded on 35 dates during the year with a maximum count of 13 on Nov 3rd; most 
records were of birds flying over. 
2008 
Recorded on 37 dates. They were seen on 13 dates in the first half of the year with a 
maximum of eight on Mar 27th; once in the summer on July 27th; and on 23 dates in 
autumn and early winter with a peak of 42 on Oct 13th including a flock of 26 birds. 
  
 
133. ROOK  Corvus frugilegus 
An occasional visitor 
2007 
There were three records of birds flying over, all in April: one on 7th, two on 9th and one 
on 21st (ASMS et al).  
2008 
The only record was of two birds flying over on May 5th (ASMS, AGV, RSBB). 
  
 
134. CARRION CROW  Corvus corone 
A common breeding resident. 
2007 
The only count was 48 in a single flock around North Marsh on Apr 12th. 
2008 
Present throughout but only noted on the Spring and Autumn Birdcounts. 
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135. STARLING  Sturnus vulgaris 
A common breeding resident and passage migrant 
2007 
Neasden Rec held the largest flocks with c300 on Sept 23rd being the maximum count. A 
flock of 55 on West Hendon Playing Fields on June 10th included 40 juveniles which 
suggest a good breeding season. Several large counts were made during the autumn 
visible migration season with a peak of c140 on Nov 4th. 
2008 
Unlike last year there were only two counts this year, both of birds flying over in autumn 
with the highest being 79 on Oct 23rd. 
 
 
136. HOUSE SPARROW  Passer domesticus 
A common breeding resident 
2007 
The highest count of the year was 16 by the path to the main hide on Aug 10th. 
2008 
Present throughout but only noted on the Spring and Autumn Birdcounts. 
 
 
137. TREE SPARROW  Passer montanus 
A scarce visitor; former breeder 
2007 
Two landed briefly on a tree on the Dump then flew towards the Allotments on Oct 6th 
(RSBB); this is the first record since October 2000. 
  
 
138. CHAFFINCH  Fringilla coelebs 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
2007 
The peak count in spring was nine males on Apr 28th, most of which were probably on 
territory. In autumn a total of 597 were logged during visible migration between Sept 30th 
and Nov 8th with a peak count of 54 on Oct 20th. 
2008 
The only counts were in autumn when a total of 248 were noted flying over between Sept 
21st and Nov 12th. 
  
 
139. BRAMBLING  Fringilla montifringilla 
A scarce passage migrant and occasional winter visitor 
2007 
Four were seen in autumn: one on Oct 13th, two on Nov 4th and one on Nov 17th (ASMS, 
TJN). 
2008 
Three were seen flying over in autumn: one on Oct 12th and two on Oct 25th; another was 
seen perched on a tree on the Dump on Dec 6th (SF, ASMS). 
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140. GREENFINCH  Fringilla chloris 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
2007 
A total of 112 were logged flying over during the autumn migration between Sept 29th and 
Nov 8th, including a single flock of 30 that flew North on the first date. 
2008 
A total of 35 were counted flying over between Sept 21st and Oct 13th. 
 
 
141. GOLDFINCH  Carduelis carduelis 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
2007 
The only count in the first half of the year was 17 on Jan 13th. The largest post-breeding 
flock was c35 on the North Bank on Aug 18th. A total of 67 were recorded flying over in 
autumn in October with a peak of 21 on Oct 20th.  
2008 
Present throughout but only noted on the Spring and Autumn Birdcounts. 
  
 
142. SISKIN  Carduelis spinus 
A passage migrant and occasional winter visitor 
2007 
An average autumn passage with 98 recorded between Sept 22nd and Nov 25th with a 
peak of 26 on Nov 17th. Up to eight were feeding on alders in East Marsh during 
December. 
2008 
In the first half of the year the largest count was 30+ on Jan 17th. In autumn a total of 133 
were recorded flying over between Sept 14th and Nov 24th with a peak of 20 on Oct 25th. 
Up to six were present in December. 
  
 
143. LINNET  Carduelis cannabina 
A passage migrant and occasional winter visitor, former breeder 
2007 
Recorded five times during the first half of the year with a maximum count of seven 
feeding on Neasden Rec on Feb 3rd. In autumn a total of 29 were recorded flying over. 
2008 
The only record in the first half of the year was one on Apr 4th. In autumn a total of 17 
were counted flying over between Sept 28th and Nov 13th. 
 
 
144. LESSER REDPOLL  Carduelis cabaret 
A passage migrant and occasional winter visitor, former breeder 
2007 
None were seen until autumn when a total of just 20 was recorded flying over between 
Sept 29th and Nov 3rd. Two were also seen feeding on alders on Nov 11th. 
2008 
Up to four were seen in the first week of January then there were no further sightings until 
autumn when 37 flew over between Sept 17th and Nov 13th with a peak of 10 on Oct 4th. 
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145. CROSSBILL  Loxia curvirostra 
A scarce visitor 
2008 
One flew over the dam calling at 06.25 on July 26th (ASMS); the first record since 1997. 
 
 
146. BULLFINCH  Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
A breeding resident and scarce 
passage migrant 
2007 
Present throughout the year with a 
maximum of four on Mar 8th. A juvenile 
was seen on the Dump on Aug 4th 
indicating local breeding. In autumn 
four flew over on Oct 14th. 
2008 
One pair held territory during the 
breeding season but no young were 
seen. The highest count was five on 
Jan 28th and also four males were 
seen on Nov 25th. 
 
 
147. HAWFINCH  Coccothraustes coccothraustes 
A rare passage migrant 
2008 
One flew over the Dump at 08.00 on Nov 1st (SF), exactly 17 years after the only other 
record. 
 
 
148. YELLOWHAMMER  Emberiza citrinella 
Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor  
2008 
One flew over the Dump calling at 08.20 on Dec 20th (ASMS). 
 
 
149. REED BUNTING  Emberiza schoeniclus 
A breeding partial migrant, occasional in winter 
2007 
There were a few sightings in both winter periods. In the breeding season up to four males 
were heard singing. The highest count was five on Nov 3rd. 
2008 
The only winter record was two on Jan 1st. At least two males held territory during the 
breeding season and one flew over on Oct 4th. 
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ESCAPES & HYBRIDS 
 
MUSCOVY DUCK  Cairina moschata  
2007 
One on May 12th. 
 
WOOD DUCK  Aix sponsa 
 2007 
A female on July 8th. 
 
BAHAMA PINTAIL Anas bahamensis 
2007 
One was seen intermittently between Apr 21st and May 6th. 
 
FALCON HYBRID 
2008 
A falcon the size of a male Peregrine was 
watched flying over the Northern 
Reservoir in the morning on Mar 8th 
(RSBB, AGV, ASMS) and also on Apr 
11th (ISE). It was seen again and 
photographed flying along the North Bank 
in the afternoon on Aug 12th (ASMS). A 
brief description was taken as follows: 
pale grey/brown, plain head with no 
moustachial streak, narrow wings, no 
barring or streaking below, wide bars on 
upper tail, longer tail than Peregrine. It 
may have been an escaped falconer’s 
bird of mixed parentage. 
 
COCKATIEL  Nymphicus hollandicus 
2008 
One on July 27th. 
 



Welsh Harp Report 2007-08 

 44 

First and Last Dates of Regular Migrants 2007 
 
Summer Migrants  Arrival                                 Departure 
Hobby    Apr 26  (ASMS)  Sept 10 (RSBB) 
Little Ringed Plover  Apr 26  (ASMS)  June 21 (AH) 
Common Sandpiper  Apr 25  (AGV)   Oct 6  (RSBB) 
Common Tern  Apr 14  (ASMS)  Aug 25 (ASMS) 
Swift    Apr 14* (ASMS)  Sept 3  (AGV) 
Sand Martin   Apr 1  (RSBB)  Sept 27 (AGV) 
Swallow   Apr 18  (AGV)   Oct 27  (ASMS) 
House Martin   Apr 14  (ASMS)  Sept 29 (ASMS) 
Yellow Wagtail  Apr 21  (ASMS)  Aug 27 (ASMS) 
Wheatear   Apr 14  (ASMS)  none in autumn  
Sedge Warbler  Apr 14  (ASMS)  Sept 29 (ASMS) 
Reed Warbler  Apr 21  (ASMS)  Sept 29 (ASMS) 
Lesser Whitethroat  Apr 14  (ASMS, AGV) Sept 8  (RSBB) 
Common Whitethroat Apr 18  (AGV)   Sept 8  (RSBB) 
Garden Warbler  Apr 22  (ASMS)  Sept 3  (RSBB) 
Willow Warbler  Apr 1  (RSBB)  Sept 17 (RSBB) 
 
Winter Migrants  Departure               Arrival 
Water Rail   Apr 5  (RSBB)  Sept 2  (RSBB) 
Fieldfare   Apr 5  (RSBB)  Oct 10  (AGV) 
Redwing   Apr 5  (RSBB)  Sept 27 (AGV) 
Siskin    none recorded   Sept 22 (AGV) 

 
First and Last Dates of Regular Migrants 2008 

 
Summer Migrants  Arrival                                 Departure 
Hobby    Apr 26  (ISE)   Oct 22  (AGV) 
Little Ringed Plover  Apr 12  (ASMS)  Aug 4  (AGV) 
Common Sandpiper  Apr 13  (ASMS)  Sept 27 (RSBB) 
Common Tern  Apr 13  (ASMS)  Sept 7  (RAH) 
Swift    Apr 24  (AGV)   Sept 10 (AGV) 
Sand Martin   Mar 15 (ASMS)  Sept 6  (AGV) 
Swallow   Mar 31 (AGV)   Oct 13  (AGV) 
House Martin   Apr 10  (AGV)   Oct 6  (RSBB) 
Yellow Wagtail  Apr 14  (ISE)   Sept 14 (ASMS) 
Wheatear   Mar 30 (ASMS)  Sept 29 (PJC) 
Sedge Warbler  Apr 14  (RSBB, AGV) Aug 31 (ASMS) 
Reed Warbler  Apr 18  (ASMS)  Sept 21 (RSBB) 
Lesser Whitethroat  Apr 19  (ASMS)  Sept 25 (AGV) 
Common Whitethroat Apr 17  (RSBB)  Sept 21 (RSBB) 
Garden Warbler  Apr 26  (ASMS)  Aug 30 (WHCG) 
Willow Warbler  Mar 26 (HM)   Sept 4  (AGV) 
 
Winter Migrants  Departure               Arrival 
Water Rail   Apr 3  (RSBB)  Sept 20 (RSBB) 
Fieldfare   Apr 11  (ISE)   Oct 18  (AGV) 
Redwing   Apr 19  (RSBB)  Sept 28 (SF) 
Siskin    Apr 13  (ASMS)  Sept 14 (ASMS) 

* new record
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OTHER WILDLIFE 2007 
 
Butterflies 
 

 First seen Last seen Highest count 

Small Skipper June 16th July 22nd 43 on July 8th 

Essex Skipper June 23rd July 8th 3 on June 27th 

Large Skipper May 23rd July 7th 16 on June 13th 

Brimstone Apr 5th Apr 21st 2 on Apr 14th 

Large White June 13th Aug 5th 5 on July 8th & 15th 

Small White Mar 31st Aug 25th 13 on Apr 21st 

Green-veined White Apr 15th Sept 1st 10 on May 23rd 

Orange Tip Apr 12th Apr 29th 11 on Apr 21st 

Purple Hairstreak June 27th July 15th 7 on June 27th 

White-letter Hairstreak   None recorded 

Small Copper Apr 26th Aug 5th 2 on July 15th & Aug 5th 

Common Blue May 23rd Aug 12th 5 on May 23rd 

Holly Blue Apr 5th Oct 14th 3 on four dates 

Red Admiral Mar 12th Nov 11th 4 on June 27th 

Painted Lady June 13th Aug 25th 3 on Aug 25th 

Small Tortoiseshell Mar 12th Apr 12th 2 on Mar 12th 

Peacock Mar 28th July 22nd 10 on Apr 14th 

Comma Mar 31st Sept 29th 5 on June 17th 

Marbled White June 16th July 22nd 21 on June 27th 

Speckled Wood Apr 7th Nov 3rd 9 on July 22nd 

Meadow Brown June 13th Aug 25th 66 on June 27th 

Gatekeeper June 23rd Aug 12th 138 on July 22nd 

 
A female Brimstone was seen egg-laying on the South Bank on Apr 14th. A Holly Blue on 
Oct 14th was presumably a third brood and was the latest ever record (ASMS). 
 

 
Holly Blue feeding on Bramble flowers  
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Dragonflies 
 
Azure Damselfly, Common Blue Damselfly, Blue-tailed Damselfly, Small Red-eyed 
Damselfly, Brown Hawker, Migrant Hawker, Emperor, Black-tailed Skimmer and Common 
Darter were all seen in 2007. 
 
About 12-15 Small Red-eyed Damselflies were found in the northern reservoir on blanket-
weed near the hide on Aug 9th, 2007; this is the first record for the reservoir (RB). Several 
were still present on Aug 12th. 
 
A Common Darter on Nov 3rd was the latest ever record at Brent (ASMS). 
 
Mammals 
 
A bat walk on September 5th, 2007 recorded the following species: 
 
Noctule 
Leisler’s Bat 
Common Pipistrelle 
Soprano Pipistrelle 
Nathusius’ Pipistrelle (first ever record, at least two present) 
Daubenton’s Bat 
Serotine (first ever record) 
 
Misc. 
 
Also recorded for the first time at Brent Reservoir was Roesel’s Bush-cricket on July 28th, 
2007 (ASMS). These were later found to be relatively common on the Dump. 
 

 
Roesel’s Bush-cricket on the Dump  



Welsh Harp Report 2007-08 

 47 

OTHER WILDLIFE 2008 
 
Butterflies 
 

 First seen Last seen Highest count 

Small Skipper June 28th July 27th 28 on July 15th 

Essex Skipper July 15th July 27th 4 on July 15th 

Large Skipper June 14th July 15th 8 on June 23rd 

Brimstone Apr 22nd  1 on Apr 22nd 

Large White June 8th Sept 17th 8 on July 27th 

Small White May 10th Sept 18th 3 on Sept 14th 

Green-veined White Apr 13th Sept 18th 20 on July 15th 

Orange Tip Apr 20th May 24th 5 on May 10th 

Purple Hairstreak July 5th Aug 10th 7 on July 15th 

White-letter Hairstreak   None recorded 

Small Copper   None recorded 

Common Blue May 24th Aug 10th 7 on June 7th 

Holly Blue Apr 21st Sept 13th 4 on Apr 22nd 

Red Admiral June 7th Aug 4th 3 on June 28th 

Painted Lady Aug 10th  1 on Aug 10th 

Small Tortoiseshell Apr 11th Apr 21st 1 on four dates 

Peacock Mar 27th Sept 10th 8 on May 3rd 

Comma Apr 25th Sept 18th 2 on July 15th 

Marbled White June 23rd July 27th 30 on July 5th 

Speckled Wood Apr 22nd Sept 27th 13 on Aug 10th 

Meadow Brown June 14th Aug 16th 51 on July 27th 

Gatekeeper July 5th Aug 16th 131 on July 27th 
  
Marbled White may be expanding their range away from the gorse patch as one was seen 
on the west side of the Oakwood on July 27th. 
 

 
Female Common Blue  
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Dragonflies 
 
Azure Damselfly, Common Blue Damselfly, Blue-tailed Damselfly, Large Red Damselfly, 
Southern Hawker, Brown Hawker, Migrant Hawker, Emperor, Black-tailed Skimmer, 
Broad-bodied Chaser and Common Darter were all seen in 2008. 
 
Mammals 
 
A bat walk on April 16th, 2008 produced: 
 
Noctule 
Leisler’s Bat 
Common Pipistrelle 
Soprano Pipistrelle 
Nathusius’ Pipistrelle; recorded again on September 17th. 
 
A Muntjac was seen on August 30th & September 13th, 2008. 
 
Misc. 
 
A Wasp Spider seen on August 10th, 2008 was the first record for the reservoir (ASMS). 
 

 
Wasp Spider on the East side of the Oakwood  

 
A Red-eared Terrapin was seen on May 18th, 2008. 
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Snow on the North Bank in February 2007 – this is where a pair of Nightingales bred just a few months later  
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Submission of Records 
Records of all forms of wildlife can be entered in the Log Book in the hide, online on the 
London Bird Club wiki or by email to Andrew Self: a-self@sky.com  
All records are also forwarded onto the London Natural History Society. 
 
Website 
Brent Reservoir has its own website: www.brentres.com  
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