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Chairman’s Report 2009 
 

 
Introduction 
This year has seen a large increase in the number of wintering wildfowl during the second winter 
period, this is due to a very large growth of weed during the late summer and autumn. This growth 
has severely affected the sailing activities and discussions are taking place to agree an appropriate 
method for checking the growth.  
 
The re-development of the West Hendon Estate has yet to start; final Planning Approval has been 
given. Two Planning Applications for housing estates have been made by Malcolm Scott of the 
Greenhouse Nursery 
 
Conservation Activities 
The usual programme of volunteer conservation tasks was carried out during the autumn and 
winter. The Tern rafts had a major overhaul with fresh shingle being added and rotten boards 
replaced. This was thanks to a grant for £2000 from The Environment Agency. The hides were 
routinely maintained and repairs made to the walkway leading up to the main hide, once again 
there was no further vandalism during the year. The hide belonging to LB Barnet was further 
damaged and at the time of writing is boarded up. It is shortly to be converted to an open-backed 
construction which will hopefully reduce the vandalism. This winter the usual programme of 
volunteer tasks is taking place supplemented by some contractor work on willow removal from the 
Reed bed in the Eastern Marsh. This project has been made possible thanks to another grant of 
£2000 from the Environment Agency. 
 
Wildlife and Surveys 
At the time of writing the year’s bird total stands at 148 species, this is higher than last year’s good 
total of 142 and equal to the site’s record total.  
 
The annual September influx of Wigeon is usually no more than 6-8 birds, staying for a few days 
only. This year thanks to the excessive weed growth the first birds arrived in September and 
stayed with numbers reaching a record flock size of 46, at the start of December this is now finally 
reducing and is down to about 20. The mud banks in front of the main hide have continued to grow 
and attracted a number of waders including Sanderling, Avocet and Wood Sandpiper, to date 19 
wader species have been recorded in 2009. The Tern Colony remained in the low 20’s of pairs and 
the first broods were almost all predated by the three pairs of Lesser Black-backed Gulls also 
present on the rafts. However this year 80% of the Terns re-laid and the second clutches had a 
very high survival rate. Fish populations appear to be adequate and numbers of breeding grebes 
are stable with many pairs choosing to breed late in July and August. Numbers of breeding duck 
were again low with a few broods of Gadwall, Tufted Duck and Mallard being noted. Ruddy Duck 
numbers continue to fall due to the National Cull and only one brood was seen with about five 
adults being present. 
 
The year has been reasonable for butterflies; several White-letter Hairstreaks were recorded and 
the Marbled White colony is thriving. A new butterfly species colonised the site when Ringlet was 
recorded for the first time and in good numbers. A notable sighting in the spring was of a Red-
veined Darter, new for this site. Jackie Wedd from the London Bat Group has been unable to 
attend any recording sessions this year but in spite of this several successful visits were made 
including an enjoyable public walk. Evidence of Muntjac Deer can still be seen, with regular tracks 
and the occasional sighting of the animals themselves at both ends of the reservoir. 
 
Education and Publications 
The regular Group Report was completed and the new edition was printed and available in spring 
2009.  
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Review of the Year 2009 
 
The year turned out to be one of the best for the number of species seen: 148 were noted, 
equalling the highest ever count. There was one addition to the all-time list – Montagu’s Harrier 
and a lot of good birds were seen; also, some records were broken, which always adds something 
to the local birding.  
 
There were plenty of waders, helped by some permanent mud, and the visible-migration (viz-mig) 
sessions were full of interest in autumn. Many days were covered this year and, from time to time, 
a good bird attracted a small crowd. For regular watchers it gets more interesting as time passes; 
there are always more things to learn and new things to see, so in these ways too, this year was 
one of the best. 
 
January: The New Year started with the usual species count on 1st, a wintering Blackcap and a 
Firecrest helping the total to about 50 species – a good start. Two Firecrests were seen the 
following day, a Little Owl was heard on 10th, then on 17th a Bittern was seen flying into the reeds, 
never to be seen again.  

Some interesting roost counts were made: 120 Carrion Crows in North Marsh and 50 Ring-
necked Parakeets on 25th, and 25 Cormorants on Willow Island on 29th. Also on 29th, a Jack 
Snipe was feeding in East Marsh, a Long-eared Owl was hunting – but its roost site was never 
found – and an adult Mediterranean Gull was seen. 
 

February: The month began with a lone Shelduck on 
5th. Common Snipe numbers rose to a record count 
of 53 on 7th. This date also produced a one-day 
invasion of Fieldfares, 528 in all – an impressive 
sight. Also on 7th, a pair of Tawny Owls was found at 
a day-time roost, 12 Skylarks were feeding on the 
fields and a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker was seen.  

Then on 19th, a Redshank flew in with 19 
Lapwings to feed on the mud and another Shelduck 
appeared. A good day was had on 21st when a 
wintering Chiffchaff, the Mediterranean Gull, a Jack 
Snipe and a Peregrine were seen. The month ended 
with a Stonechat on 26th. 
 
March: A Lesser Spotted Woodpecker was found 
drumming on 1st and three Reed Buntings were 
singing. Following a night of gales, an adult Kittiwake 
came in on 9th, and the locally-rare Knot was seen 
on 10th. A Woodcock was flushed on 15th, then a 
Pheasant on 21st stayed around for a few weeks.  

With Blackcaps and Chiffchaffs around, it is 
difficult to say exactly which day is the start of 
‘birding spring’; but the 21st stands out for the 
earliest ever Little Ringed Plover, five Chiffchaffs 
singing and Little Egret, Peregrine and Common 
Buzzard being seen. A Goosander flew over on 

22nd. More early spring birds were a superb male White Wagtail with six Pied Wagtails after a 
heavy shower on 25th, a pair of Garganey on 29th and two Swallows on 31st. 
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April: Five Sand Martins, eight Chiffchaffs and a male Peregrine on 2nd got the month off to a 
good start, with a male Wheatear the 
following day. But the 4th turned out to 
be one of the best days of spring, with a 
summer-plumaged Black-necked 
Grebe, an feeding Oystercatcher, Rock 
Pipit, another Wheatear, eight singing 
Blackcaps and 12 singing Chiffchaffs.  

The first Common Tern flew 
north on 9th, Common Sandpiper was 
seen on 10th and a Curlew landed 
briefly on 11th; and, as often happens in 
spring, a pair of Great Black-backed 
Gulls appeared on the rafts the same 
day. An Avocet spent the whole day 
around East Marsh on 13th, and for a 
few minutes was in the same scope view as a male Yellow Wagtail.  

Then on 15th, another Wheatear and Common Whitethroat appeared, to be followed on 
16th by two Little Gulls, an Arctic Tern, Common Buzzard, Reed Warbler and Yellow Wagtail, with 
a late Common Goldeneye on 17th. A Jack Snipe was present from 18th to 20th, another Little Gull 
on 20th, and the Blackcap number had increased to 21 singing males by 23rd, on which date a 
Redshank and Common Buzzard were seen. With Common Terns having increased to 22 by 24th, 
two Sandwich Terns flew over the rafts and later the same morning a Red Kite drifted south. 
 
May: The Spring Birdcount Day on 2nd was full of interest: a Hobby flew around; 42 Common 
Terns were present; 34 Blackcaps, 14 Common Whitethroats and ten Sedge Warblers were 
singing; and both Yellow and White Wagtail were noted. It was a good month for waders too, 
starting with two Greenshank and a Bar-tailed Godwit on 3rd, then five further species on 5th – two 
Wood Sandpipers, two Dunlin, a Common Snipe, three Little Ringed Plovers and four Lapwings, 
then five Common Sandpipers on 7th, when another two Yellow Wagtails came in.  

Lapwings probably bred, but the nests were abandoned. Wader records continued with 
Dunlin on 11th, and a pair of Little Ringed Plovers mating and four Ringed Plovers feeding on the 
mud on 12th. On 13th, six Black Terns and six waders were present, including Sanderling, Ringed 
Plover, two Dunlin and seven Common Sandpipers. Two of the Ringed Plovers were still there on 
14th, when another Common Buzzard flew over.  

The best bird of 
spring was a Spoonbill 
that appeared in front 
of Heron Hide on 16th 
and was present from 
09:00 until 14:35 hrs 
when, sadly, it flew off. 
This great month 
continued with 
Oystercatcher and 
Peregrine sightings on 
17th, another 
Oystercatcher on 21st, 
a Little Egret on 22nd 
and Little Tern on 30th. 
 
June: A Black Tern on 
1st and Greenshank on 
4th started this 
normally quiet month. 

The first big gathering of Swifts – at least 400 – were counted on 6th. Then a few more waders: 
Common Sandpiper on 7th and Redshank on 8th – and a Mediterranean Gull on 9th. All but one of 
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the Common Tern chicks were taken by the Lesser Black-backed Gulls to feed their young; the 
surviving chick had fallen into the water and drifted over to the mud, and the two adults continued 
to feed it.  

Common Terns are said to be single-brooded, but about 15 pairs (about three-quarters of 
the colony) re-laid and most of these chicks survived, owing to the terns being more aggressive 
and the gulls needing less food for their young. Some summer waders were seen, including 
Ringed Plover on 13th, Redshank on 16th, and two Green Sandpipers and three Redshank on 
20th, one of the latter staying all week. 
 
July: On 2nd there were seven species of wader present: a summer-plumaged Ruff, Green and 
Common Sandpiper, Greenshank, Redshank, Little Ringed Plover and six Lapwings. There were 
two Yellow Wagtails and six Common Sandpipers on 4th, a Greenshank on 5th and 8th, and 
Common Snipe on 10th. A count was made on 12th of 56 Common Terns and 15 Great Crested 
Grebe nests, and a Greenshank was seen.  

Waders continued, with two Greenshank on 13th, Dunlin and Ringed Plover on 14th, two 
Dunlin and two Greenshank on 16th. The only Nuthatch of the year was found on 25th. July ended 
with two Redshank on 26th, a flock of 300 Swifts on 27th and Dunlin on 30th. 
 
August: A Wood Sandpiper was feeding on the mud on 1st, the first Water Rail of autumn was 
seen on 2nd, and a Whimbrel flew over calling on 4th. With a Little Egret on 8th there were four 
Green Sandpipers, and the Common Sandpiper total reached 13 by 11th. From the Common Tern 
replacement broods, 26 chicks were counted on 12th.  

A Hobby flew south on 15th, then a juvenile Black-necked Grebe made an appearance on 
16th, and two juvenile Shelduck. On 18th, three Greenshank were seen with two juvenile Ruff 
which stayed most of the month, but one of them was later found dead. Black-necked Grebe was 
noted again on 21st, then on 22nd a Marsh Harrier circled over the reservoir, to be joined by a 
Common Buzzard; another Little Egret was also seen on 22nd.  

The list on 23rd included Little Egret, two Shelduck, the two Ruff, two Green Sandpipers, 
five Common Sandpipers, 50 Common Terns and two Black Terns – a very good day. One of the 
Black Terns stayed for several days, and a Black-necked Grebe stayed from 25th into the following 
month. Other good birds were Arctic Tern on 26th, Common Redstart on 27th, Little Egret on 30th, 
and Dunlin and Ruff on 31st, when a Yellow Wagtail and two Spotted Flycatchers were also seen. 
 
September: Another Common Redstart was found on 2nd and a Little Egret was still present, then 
on 5th an influx of migrants included Grasshopper Warbler, Nightingale, Tree Pipit, 22 Chiffchaffs, 

and three Yellow Wagtails. This continued on 6th 
when a Wheatear and a Yellow Wagtail were 
seen, the 7th produced Whinchat and Spotted 
Flycatcher, then on 12th the first Siskin of autumn 
flew over.  

The 13th started with two Spotted 
Flycatchers and a Whinchat; then some 
excitement: a new species for the reservoir, the 
first ever Montagu’s Harrier flew over the Dump – 
surely Bird of the Year. More good birds followed: 
two Dunlin on 14th, 29 Wigeon on 15th, Scaup 
on 17th, and a Merlin hunting over the playing 
fields. A female Pintail appeared on 18th, then 
50+ Sand Martins and 190 House Martins 
headed south on 19th. An excellent month ended 
with a count of 130+ Shoveler on 23rd, a 
Common Buzzard on 27th and five Red-crested 
Pochard on 29th.  

 



Welsh Harp Report 2009 

 8 

October: A Little Egret was seen on 2nd, then the visible-migration sessions began, with a Skylark 
over and the last Swallow of the year. There was a Dunlin on 4th, and a pair of Red-crested 
Pochard on 5th stayed for five days. On 8th, two House Martins were the last of the year, seven 
Siskins flew over, and a Stonechat was seen. There was a late Reed Warbler on 9th, Brambling 
over on 10th and nine Siskins on 11th. Two more Bramblings went over on 13th with the first 
Fieldfare, and c.950 Redwings were counted.  

On 15th, a Jack Snipe was 
found – it was seen several more 
times during the month. A massive 
1,275 Redwings were counted on 
17th. A singing Cetti’s Warbler was 
found by the hide on 18th and it 
stayed for several weeks. A female 
Pintail was around from 18th for a 
couple of days, then an 
immature/eclipse drake on 20th. 
Single Bramblings flew over on 20th 
and 23rd, on which date two Jack 
Snipe were seen; they stayed just 
into the following month, with a 
single staying a further two weeks.  

The Wigeon flock had built 
up to a record count of 46 by 24th. 
Highlights of the vis-mig were 31 Jackdaws and 1,800 Woodpigeons on 26th. Common Teal built 
up to 140+ by 28th, and the returning adult Mediterranean Gull appeared on 30th, being seen 
intermittently until the end of the year. There was another big Woodpigeon movement on 30th of 
c.1,830. 
 
November: More Red-crested Pochard were seen, which along with the Wigeon flock, were 

attracted by an abundance of 
floating weed. The annual 
Woodpigeon movement continued 
with c.4,100 on 5th. The Cetti’s 
Warbler stayed most of the month 
near the hide, and was joined by 
Chiffchaff and Blackcap on 7th, 
when a Water Pipit paid a brief 
visit.  

Another Little Egret 
appeared on 8th when, during the 
vis-mig session, a male Merlin 
flew low, suddenly chasing two 
Chaffinches but missing. Another 
big Woodpigeon movement on 8th 
totalled c.1,000 birds. An 
Oystercatcher on 10th on a raft 

was another surprise, and a female Scaup was present on 11th and 12th. The last good birds of 
the month were Red-crested Pochard and a Scaup, both on 22nd. 
 
December: A Chiffchaff was seen on 1st and 2nd; also on 2nd, a Green Sandpiper was present, 
and 25 Lesser Redpolls were feeding in Silver Birches. A locally rare Mandarin Duck flew in on 
12th; then on 13th, four Chiffchaffs were noted, there was a brief sighting of a female Goosander, 
and a high count of 302 Tufted Ducks was made.  
The Wigeon stayed all month, with numbers dropping to 24 by 16th. Good numbers on the WeBS 
count included 329 Gadwall, 137 Pochard and a female Scaup. Some winter movement occurred 
on 23rd, with 257 Redwings, 173 Fieldfares and a Skylark over. The year ended with a second 
record-breaking Common Snipe count of 54 and another Skylark flying over on 28th.  



Welsh Harp Report 2009 

 9 

BIRDS OF BRENT RESERVOIR 2009 
 
1. MUTE SWAN  Cygnus olor 
A breeding resident with an additional non-breeding flock 
 
A record five pairs nested although only two pairs raised young. Another record was set in 
autumn with the highest ever count of 66 on Oct 24th (ASMS). 
 
 
2. GREYLAG GOOSE  Anser anser 
An occasional visitor, mainly in 
spring  
 
There were 15 records, all but three 
in spring between Mar 22nd and May 
12th. The other records were in 
June, July and November. All counts 
were of one to two birds apart from 
five on Mar 22nd. 
 
 
 
 
3. CANADA GOOSE  Branta canadensis 
A breeding resident  
 
Several pairs bred in East Marsh although a fox took the eggs from one nest on a beached 
raft and a Lesser Black-backed Gull was seen eating an egg from another nest. The 
highest count was 241 on July 12th. 
 
 
4. EGYPTIAN GOOSE Alopochen aegyptiaca 
An occasional visitor  
 
This introduced species is becoming much commoner in London and there has been a 

corresponding increase at Brent. 
With breeding occurring in the 
Royal Parks it may not be much 
longer before a pair breeds at the 
reservoir. 
 
There were seven records in spring 
between Apr 13th and May 10th, all 
of which probably related to the 
same pair. In autumn there were 
19 records from Aug 22nd to Nov 
28th; most of these were of one to 
two birds but there were five on 
Aug 26th.  
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5. SHELDUCK  Tadorna tadorna 
An occasional visitor 
 
There were just three records this year, singles on Feb 5th and 19th, and two long-staying 
juveniles which were present from Aug 16th-30th. 
 
 
6. MANDARIN DUCK  Aix galericulata 
A scarce visitor 
 
A male flew into East Marsh on Dec 12th (AGV, ASMS). 
 
 
7. WIGEON  Anas penelope 
A regular autumn visitor, occasional in winter and spring 
 
A small flock is now regularly present from late autumn onwards and feeds on the weed in 
the reservoir. 
 
Apart from a pair from Mar 22nd-24th, all records were in the last third of the year. There 
were much higher numbers than usual with a peak of 46 on both Oct 24th (ASMS) and 
Nov 3rd (RB); these are the highest counts ever recorded at Brent. 
 
 
8. GADWALL  Anas strepera 
A breeding resident with a large influx in autumn 
 
One pair bred in East Marsh where seven half-grown young were seen in July. Numbers 
increased steadily from late autumn onwards, probably due to significant weed growth, 
and peaked at 329 on Dec 20th. This last count exceeded the UK threshold of 250 for 
national importance. 
 
 
9. TEAL  Anas crecca 
Autumn and winter visitor, occasional in summer; has bred once 
 
A record-equalling count of 140 was made on Oct 28th (AH, PH). A pair was occasionally 
seen between May 7th and June 5th and may have attempted to breed. 
 
 
10. MALLARD  Anas platyrhynchos 
A resident breeder 
 
Six broods were seen in the summer including one behind the dam. The highest count was 
117 on Aug 23rd. 
 
 
11. PINTAIL  Anas acuta 
An occasional visitor 
 

There were four records in autumn: a female on Sept 18th; a female on Oct 18th and 20th; 
a male (either immature or in eclipse) on Oct 20th; and another female on Oct 31st. 
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12. GARGANEY  Anas querquedula 
A scarce passage migrant 
 

A pair flew in and landed on Mar 29th and remained for the rest of the day (AGV, ASMS). 
This is the earliest ever arrival date and the only March record. 
 
 
13. SHOVELER Anas clypeata 
Virtually resident with an influx in autumn, occasional breeder 
 
A pair was present in June but there was no sign of any breeding activity. The highest 
autumn count was 130+ on Sept 23rd. 
 
 
14. RED-CRESTED POCHARD  Netta rufina 
An occasional visitor 
 
Up to five were seen between Sept 29th and Nov 22nd (JCG et al). Most previous records 
are of short-staying birds and this autumn’s flock remained due to good feeding conditions 
because of the large weed growth in the reservoir. 
 
 
15. POCHARD  Aythya ferina 
A regular visitor in varying numbers, occasional breeder 
 
Six males and two females were seen displaying on May 25th but no broods were seen. 
Unusually high numbers were present in summer with a maximum of 75 on June 20th; 
after this few were seen until December when the year’s highest count of 137 was made 
on the 20th. 
 
 
16. TUFTED DUCK  Aythya fuligula 
A breeding resident with a larger wintering population 
 
Although present all year, no broods were seen. The highest count was 302 on Dec 13th. 
 
 
17. SCAUP  Aythya marila 
A scarce visitor 
 
There were four records: a juvenile on Sept 17th-18th; a female on Nov 11th-12th; and 
singles on Nov 22nd and Dec 20th (ASMS). 
 
 
18. GOLDENEYE  Bucephala clangula 
A scarce visitor, usually in winter 
 
The only record was a female on Apr 17th-18th (ASMS, AGV); spring records are unusual 
at Brent. 
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19. GOOSANDER  Mergus merganser 
A scarce winter visitor 
 
There were two records, neither of which remained for any length of time. One flew over 
high heading W at 07.00 on Mar 22nd (ASMS) and a female was seen briefly on the main 
reservoir on Dec 13th (PJC). 
 
 
20. RUDDY DUCK  Oxyura jamaicensis 
A breeding resident 
 
Numbers have significantly declined since the start of a national cull designed to eradicate 
this introduced species; due to safety concerns no culling has taken place at Brent. 
 
Up to six birds over-summered but no broods were seen. The highest count was just 13 on 
Dec 5th, evidence of the successful nature of the cull elsewhere. 
 
 
21. PHEASANT  Phasianus colchicus 
An occasional visitor 
 

A male held territory in the Shrike Field between Mar 21st and Apr 16th (ASMS et al) 
where it was heard more often than seen. Most records are of short-staying birds and this 
was the first territorial bird since 1990. 
 
 
22. LITTLE GREBE  Tachybaptus ruficollis 
A resident breeder 
 
Two broods were seen in summer. The highest count was 27 on Aug 23rd. 
 
 
23. GREAT CRESTED GREBE  Podiceps cristatus 
A resident breeder, fewer in winter 
 
Fifteen pairs nested, albeit not all successfully. The highest count was 35 on July 12th. 
 
 
24. BLACK-NECKED GREBE  
Podiceps nigricollis 
A scarce visitor 
 
There were at least two birds seen: 
one in summer plumage on Apr 4th-
5th (ASMS); a juvenile on Aug 16th 
(ASMS); with probably the same 
bird from Aug 21st-23rd (PJC); and 
again from Aug 25th to Sept 4th 
(AGV, AH).  
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25. CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax carbo 
A non-breeding resident 
 
Present throughout the year, often roosting on Willow Island. The maximum count was 27 
on Aug 26th. 
 
 
26. BITTERN  Botaurus stellaris 
A scarce winter visitor 
 
One flew in and landed in the main reed-bed on Jan 17th at 11.00 (ASMS, AGV). 
 
 
27. LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta 
An occasional visitor  
  
At least six different birds seen with some staying for long periods. Single birds flew over 
on Mar 29th and May 22nd. One was present from Aug 8th-16th and probably the same 
bird again from Aug 22nd to Sept 11th. Singles were seen on Oct 2nd and Nov 8th and the 
final one of the year was mostly present behind the dam from Dec 5th-28th. 
 
 
28. GREY HERON  Ardea cinerea 
A non-breeding resident 
 
The highest count was only eight on Aug 23rd. One was observed trying to eat a Little 
Grebe on Jan 10th (AGV) and 
another caught and swallowed a 
large Perch (c20 cm) on Aug 22nd 
behind the dam (ASMS). 
 
 
29. SPOONBILL  Platalea 
leucorodia 
A rare visitor 
 
An adult remained in East Marsh 
between the hides on May 16th from 
09.00 to 14.35 when it flew off (AH). 
This was just the fifth for Brent, 
following two shot in 1865 and 
singles seen flying over in 1993 and 
1997. 
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30. RED KITE  Milvus milvus 
A scarce passage migrant  
 
On Apr 24th one was chased by three Crows over North Marsh at 09.33, then flew to 
Silver Jubilee Park, circled then drifted off south at 09.45 (AGV). 
 
 
31. MARSH HARRIER  Circus 
aeruginous 
A rare passage migrant  
 
On Aug 22nd a female or juvenile 
flew over near the dam, circled up 
and was then joined by a 
Common Buzzard; both flew 
south at 10.20 (ASMS, AH, AGV). 
This was the sixth record for Brent 
(one on Aug 5th, 1995 was later 
withdrawn by the observers as it 
was believed to be a Black Kite). 
 
 
32. MONTAGU’S HARRIER  Circus pygargus 
A rare passage migrant  
 
The first record for Brent was on Sept 13th when a ringtail was seen over North Marsh at 
08.40 before heading off S/SW (RB). Sightings of this rare breeding raptor have recently 
increased in London but this one was still only the sixth record since 2000. 
 
 
33. SPARROWHAWK  Accipiter nisus 
A breeding resident 
 
Present all year; at least one pair bred. 
 
 
34. COMMON BUZZARD  Buteo buteo 
A passage migrant and occasional winter visitor 
 
The status of this raptor has changed considerably at Brent. Prior to 1990 it was rare with 
only nine seen; in the 1990s eight were seen and it has been annual since 2004, being 
seen in increasing numbers. 
  
There were four records in spring and two in autumn, all seen flying over. The first was on 
Mar 21st, followed by others on April 16th, 23rd and May 14th. One on Aug 22nd joined a 
Marsh Harrier and the last was on Sept 27th. 
 
 
35. KESTREL  Falco tinnunculus 
A breeding resident 
 
Seen throughout the year but there was no evidence of a breeding pair. 
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36. MERLIN  Falco columbarius 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
 ‘Viz-migging’ on the Dump produced two records in the autumn: a female at 10.10 on 
Sept 18th over Silver Jubilee Park which chased two passerines before resuming its 
southbound migration (ASMS, AGV); and a male that flew south at 08.15 on Nov 8th which 
also chased two Chaffinches (AGV). These are the 9th and 10th records for Brent. 
 
 
37. HOBBY  Falco subbuteo 
A non-breeding summer visitor 
 
There were 13 records which represented an above average year. All sightings were of 
single birds except for two on Aug 30th. 
 
 
38. PEREGRINE  Falco peregrinus 
An occasional visitor 
 
A good year with five records: on Feb 21st, Mar 21st, Apr 2nd, May 17th and Sept 12th.  
 
 
39. WATER RAIL  Rallus aquaticus 
A winter visitor 
 
Seen (or heard) in nine months of the year, being only absent between May and July. The 
maximum count was four in February and November. A juvenile in East Marsh on Aug 2nd 
was the earliest ever autumn migrant (ASMS). 
 
 
40. MOORHEN  Gallinula chloropus 
A common breeding resident 
 
An early breeding pair was nest-building on Jan 17th. The peak count was 133 on Oct 
31st, not far off the record count of 148 in 1999. 
 
 
41. COOT  Fulica atra 
A common breeding resident 
with an influx in autumn 
 
The breeding population was 
at least 22 pairs this year as 
there was one brood and 21 
nests on May 21st. The count 
of 1,019 on Oct 11th was a 
new record and the highest 
count in London all year (RB, 
ASMS), beating the 924 seen 
in 1999. 
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42. OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus ostralegus 
An occasional visitor  
 
Recorded four times this year - a particularly good showing. Three were observed flying in 
and landing in East Marsh – on Apr 4th, May 17th and 21st – and the other was found 
roosting on the rafts on Nov 10th. 
 
 

43. AVOCET  Recurvirostra 
avosetta 
A rare passage migrant 
 
One was present all day in East 
Marsh on Apr 13th (ASMS). This 
was the fifth all time record, three 
of which have been since 2000. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
44. LITTLE RINGED PLOVER  Charadrius dubius 
A regular passage migrant, occasional breeder 
 
One that flew in on Mar 21st was the earliest ever (ASMS, AGV). They were present 
almost daily throughout April and May with a peak of six on May 13th. At least one pair 
was seen displaying and mating but no nesting was observed. There was a small autumn 
passage including two juveniles that flew in on Aug 11th with five birds present the 
following day. 
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45. RINGED PLOVER  Charadrius hiaticula 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
There was a notable passage this year with records on six days. There were four feeding 
on the mud on May 12th with one the next day, two on the 14th and one on the 31st. 
Singles were also seen on June 13th and July 14th. 
 
 
46. LAPWING  Vanellus vanellus 
Almost resident, breeding attempted 
 
Since the start of 2009 the status of Lapwing has changed from being a visitor to virtually 
resident. 
 
Recorded in every month of the year and seen daily from Jan 1st to June 10th, then on 
most days after this. The presence of mud throughout the year led to the first breeding 
attempt for about a century. One pair was observed nest-building while another bird was 
sitting on a nest on May 9th; however both nests were later abandoned, probably due to 
fluctuating water levels. One was sitting again on a nest on June 2nd but not 
subsequently. The highest count was on Feb 19th when 19 were in East Marsh. 
 
 
47. KNOT  Calidris canutus 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
One was seen on the rafts on Mar 10th (BH). This was the 15th record and the first since 
2002. 
 
 
48. SANDERLING Calidris alba 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
One in ‘spring plumage’ was present on the mud in East Marsh on May 13th-14th (RB). 
The 16th record and the first since 1998; it was also only the second time that one has 
remained for more than a day. 
 
 
49. DUNLIN  Calidris alpina 
An occasional visitor 
 
With mud present during both spring and autumn there was a good passage this year. 
Two summer-plumaged birds were present on May 5th-6th with one on 7th, followed by 
one on the 11th and two on 13th. In autumn there was one on July 14th, two on 16th and 
one on 30th; one from Aug 31st to Sept 3rd; two of the long-billed northern race Calidris a. 
alpina on Sept 14th-18th; and finally one on Oct 4th. 
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50. RUFF Philomachus pugnax 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
An excellent year with three records. On July 2nd a resplendent black male with a chestnut 
ruff was present in East Marsh (RB); two juveniles remained from Aug 18th-25th when one 
was found dead (AGV); and another was seen on Aug 31st (MH). 
 
 
51. JACK SNIPE  Lymnocryptes minimus 
A scarce winter visitor 
 
Four or five were seen this year including several long-staying birds; all were in East 
Marsh. The first was on Jan 29th and possibly a different bird from Feb 18th-26th; there 
was one in spring from Apr 18th-20th; and one from Oct 15th to Nov 16th with two from 
Oct 23rd to Nov 1st. 
 
 
52. SNIPE  Gallinago gallinago 
A regular winter visitor 
 
The all-time record was broken twice this year, with 53 on Feb 7th and 54 on Dec 28th 
(AH, ASMS). They were seen in every month of the year except June with a late bird 
remaining until May 5th and an early autumn migrant on July 10th. 
 
 
53. WOODCOCK  Scolopax rusticola 
A scarce visitor 
 
A spring migrant was flushed on the Dump along the path by the allotments and flew 
towards the slope at 10.00 on Mar 15th (ASMS). 
 
 
54. BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
One was reported to the BTO on May 3rd (JR). 
 
 
55. WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
One was heard flying over the dam at 12.15 on Aug 4th (ASMS). 
 
 

56. CURLEW Numenius arquata 
A scarce visitor 
 
One flew in from the E, went down the reservoir, turned back and landed briefly before 
flying off N on Apr 11th (RB). 
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57. COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos 
A common passage migrant 
 
Recorded in spring between Apr 10th and June 7th with a maximum of seven from May 
13th-15th. In autumn, seen between July 2nd and Sept 23rd with a peak of 13 on Aug 
11th. 
 
 
58. GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus 
A passage migrant and occasional winter visitor 
 
Two records in spring: on Mar 31st and Apr 17th. Present almost daily in autumn between 
June 16th and Nov 11th with a maximum of four on Aug 8th. 
 
 
59. GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia 
A passage migrant 
 
There were three in spring: two separate individuals on May 3rd and one on June 4th. 
There was a strong showing in autumn with up to two present almost daily from July 2nd to 
23rd; three were seen on Aug 18th, two in the morning and one in the evening. 
 
 
60. WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola 
A scarce visitor 
 
The large amount of mud present in East Marsh attracted this scarce wader in both spring 
and autumn. Two were seen on May 5th (AGV) and one was seen on Aug 1st (AGV). 
 
 
61. REDSHANK Tringa totanus 
An occasional visitor 
 
At least 15 were seen, the most in a year since 1997. The first was on Feb 19th and this 
was followed by two spring migrants, on Apr 23rd and May 25th. In June there were 
singles on 8th and 16th, three on the 20th with one the next day and possibly a different 
bird from 25th-27th. In July one was present from 2nd-4th and two remained from 26th-
28th; finally four were seen on Oct 8th. 
 
 
62. KITTIWAKE Rissa tridactyla 
A scarce visitor 
 
The only record occurred on Mar 9th following a night of gales when an adult appeared 
over the rafts, flew down the reservoir then off N at 10.40 (AGV). 
 
 

63. BLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus 
A common winter visitor 
 
At the beginning of the year the maximum count was 415 on Feb 8th. The first juvenile of 
autumn was seen on June 19th. The year’s highest count was 570 on Oct 20th. A leucistic 
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bird that was pure white apart from black on the primaries and normal bare-part 
colouration was seen on Oct 31st and Dec 2nd (AGV). 
 
 
64. LITTLE GULL Larus minutus 
A scarce visitor 
 
There were two spring records: two adults on Apr 16th-17th (AGV) and a sub-adult on the 
20th (AGV). 
 
 
65. MEDITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus 
A scarce visitor 
 
The regular wintering adult was seen between Jan 29th and Feb 22nd, and again from Oct 
30th intermittently to the end of the year. A different bird was seen on June 9th. 
 

 
66. COMMON GULL Larus canus 
A common winter visitor 
 
The highest count at the beginning of the year was 303 on Feb 1st. A late migrant was 
seen on June 8th and the first of autumn was on Sept 9th. A record count of c825 was 
made on Dec 5th (ASMS). 
 
 
67. LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus 
A breeding resident 
 
Three pairs were prospecting the rafts early in spring, two of which bred and raised young. 
One of the adults was seen feeding its youngster a regurgitated Moorhen’s head! (ASMS). 
The year’s highest count was a flock of 70 on July 31st which included c50 juveniles, 
probably from a colony by Staples Corner. 
 
 
68. HERRING GULL Larus argentatus 
A regular visitor, breeds near the reservoir 
 
On Mar 22nd a pair on a large raft had a fight with pair of LBB Gulls who were trying to 
take over the raft; this went on for 20 minutes, including over five minutes when a Herring 
Gull had clamped its rival’s bill in its own bill, both on the raft and in the water; the Herring 
Gulls won (ASMS). They were seen fighting again on Apr 10th for five minutes; they 
presumably lost out in the end as they did not breed at the reservoir. The year’s highest 
count was just eight on Mar 15th. 
 
 
69. YELLOW-LEGGED GULL Larus michahellis 
An occasional visitor 
 
The only record was a first-summer bird on July 4th (ASMS). 
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70. GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus 
An occasional visitor 
 
The regular pair of adults was present between Feb 7th and Apr 27th; they were mating on 
Apr 14th and were collecting nesting material on Apr 22nd but did not breed at the 
reservoir. Single birds were also seen in January, May and July. 
 
 
71. LITTLE TERN Sternula albifrons 
A scarce migrant 
 
One flew in at 08.50, did a circuit of the reservoir, then off S on May 30th (AGV).  
 
 
72. BLACK TERN 
Chlidonias niger 
A scarce passage 
migrant 
 
There was a good 
series of records this 
year. Two on May 
13th increased to six 
by the evening; there 
was one on June 1st; 
an adult and a 
juvenile flew in on 
Aug 23rd with the 
latter remaining to 
the next day; and 
another was seen on 
Aug 26th-27th.  
 
 
73. SANDWICH TERN Sterna sandvicensis 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
Two flew over the rafts then off E at 08.25 on Apr 24th (AGV). 
 
 

74. COMMON TERN Sterna hirundo 
A breeding summer migrant 
 
Recorded between Apr 9th and Sept 13th. There were 23 nests in late May but they 
suffered serious predation; some eggs were taken by a Coot and a Magpie then all the 
chicks were taken by breeding LBB Gulls - except for one chick which had fallen off a raft 
and was stranded on the mud where it continued to be fed by its parents. Fortunately 
about 15 pairs re-laid and 26 chicks were later counted. By the time of the second 
hatching the juvenile LBB Gulls had fledged and the adults did not raid the tern colony. 
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75. ARCTIC TERN Sterna paradisaea 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
Two were seen this year, one on a buoy in the evening of Apr 16th (ASMS) and an adult 
flew in with three Common Terns at 07.35 on Aug 26th (ASMS). 
 
 
76. FERAL ROCK DOVE Columba livia 
A common breeding resident 
 
Present throughout the year with large flocks regularly seen on the South Bank and by 
Cool Oak Lane bridge. 
 
 
77. STOCK DOVE Columba oenas 
A breeding resident 
 
At least three breeding pairs: in East Marsh, North Marsh and on the Slope. The largest 
flock was five in Woodfield Park on May 24th. 
 
 
78. WOODPIGEON Columba palumbus 
A common breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
The highest counts were made in late autumn when large flocks fly over in the early 
morning heading SW. They included: c1,800 on Oct 26th; c1,830 on Oct 30th; c4,110 on 
Nov 5th; and c1, 000 on Nov 8th. The largest flock on the ground was c350 on West 
Hendon Playing Fields on Sept 23rd. 
 

 
79. COLLARED DOVE 
Streptopelia decaocto 
A breeding resident 
 
Present mainly around the houses 
on the north side of the reservoir, 
being largely absent from West 
Hendon and Neasden. 
 
 
80. RING-NECKED PARAKEET  
Psittacula krameri 
Resident, probably breeding 
 

This introduced parrot has recently become resident at the Welsh Harp but so far no 
evidence of breeding has been found. Flocks are regularly seen at dawn and dusk making 
their way from or to the large communal roost at Wormwood Scrubs. 
 
The largest count was 50 on Jan 25th comprising several small flocks heading W to roost. 
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81. BARN OWL  Tyto alba 
A rare visitor, former breeder 
 
One was reported flying over the 
Shrike Field by a local resident in mid-
March. This was the first record since 
1978. 
 
 
82. LITTLE OWL Athene noctua 
An occasional breeder  
 
The bird first discovered in December 
2008 was heard calling on the Dump 
on Jan 10th at 10.00. There were no 
further sightings until a breeding pair 
with two young was found in a nest 
hole in a tree near the Cycle Track on 
June 13th (ASMS). This was the first 
breeding record since the early 1960s. 
The two young successfully fledged 
and birds were occasionally seen in 
the area during the rest of the year. 
 
 
83. TAWNY OWL Strix aluco 
A breeding resident 
 
Up to two were seen roosting in ivy-covered trees at the back of East Marsh between Feb 
7th and Mar 22nd. There were no other reports during the rest of the year, even on the 
Spring and Autumn Bird Counts but they were doubtless resident. 
 
 
84. LONG-EARED OWL Asio otus 
A scarce winter visitor 
 
One was seen hunting by the Rifle Range at 17.10 on Jan 29th (ASMS). This may have 
been the same bird seen several times at dusk on the Dump in December 2008. 
 
 
85. SWIFT Apus apus 
A common breeding summer migrant 
 
There was a sudden large arrival on April 25th when at least 50 were seen. Large 
numbers were occasionally noted during summer with a peak of c400 on June 6th. The 
last ones of the year were two on Sept 13th. 
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86. KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis 
A breeding resident 
 
Present for much of the year but scarcely seen; there was no evidence of breeding and the 
maximum count was three on Sept 13th. 
 
 
87. GREEN WOODPECKER Picus viridis 
A breeding resident 
 
At least one pair bred with two young seen on June 25th. 
 
 
88. GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos major 
A breeding resident 
 
Two territories were located on June 11th, one of which contained a pair with two young. 
The highest count was five on Mar 16th. 
 
 
89. LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos minor 
An occasional visitor 
 
There were only two records: one on Feb 7th (SL) and a male drumming in East Marsh on 
Mar 1st (RB). 
 
 
90. SKYLARK  Alauda arvensis 
A passage migrant and occasional winter visitor, former breeder 
 
In the first half of the year the only record was a flock of 12 feeding on West Hendon 
Playing Fields on Feb 7th. In autumn a total of nine were counted flying over between Oct 
2nd and Nov 8th. There was also a cold-weather movement in December with six over on 
the 18th, and singles on 23rd and 28th. 
 
 
91. SAND MARTIN  Riparia riparia 
A common passage migrant 
 
The first of the year was on the early date of Mar 13th; spring passage lasted through to 
June with the peak count being 20+ on Apr 25th. The highest count in autumn was 50 on 
Sept 19th which was also the last date they were seen. 
 
 
92. SWALLOW  Hirundo rustica 
A common passage migrant 
 
Spring migrants were seen between Mar 31st and June 7th with a maximum of 25+ on Apr 
25th. In autumn they were seen from July 13th to Oct 2nd with a peak of 40 on Aug 31st. 
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93. HOUSE MARTIN  Delichon urbicum 
A common summer visitor, breeds adjacent to the reservoir. 
 
Recorded between Apr 10th and Oct 8th; the highest count was 190 on Sept 19th. Some 
50-55 pairs nested on West Hendon Broadway, the largest colony ever recorded at Brent 
and the largest colony in London in 2009. 
 
 
94. TREE PIPIT  Anthus trivialis 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
One was found in the Shrike Field on Sept 5th and was still present the next day (ASMS, 
LAB). 
 
 
95. MEADOW PIPIT  Anthus pratensis 
A common passage migrant and occasional winter visitor 
 
Both the spring and autumn passage were very poor this year with peaks of just 25 on Mar 
29th and ten on Oct 8th. 
 
 
96. ROCK PIPIT  Anthus petrosus 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
One flew in calling at 08.50 on Apr 4th, landed on the rafts then flew to the mud (ASMS). 
 
 
97. WATER PIPIT  Anthus pratensis 
A scarce passage migrant  
 
One dropped in calling at 09.45 on Nov 7th, almost landed on a raft then flew off E 
(ASMS). This was the first record since 2004 and just the tenth bird in total. 
 
 
98. YELLOW WAGTAIL  Motacilla flava 
A passage migrant 
 
A total of 13 were recorded this year, six in spring between Apr 13th and May 7th, and 
seven in autumn from July 4th to Sept 6th including a group of three over on Sept 5th. 
 
 
99. GREY WAGTAIL  Motacilla cinerea 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
At least one pair bred in the area with a juvenile being seen in East Marsh. Another pair 
may have bred behind the dam as they were often seen during the breeding season. 
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100. PIED WAGTAIL  Motacilla alba 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
A pair bred in East Marsh or in the adjacent industrial estate. The year’s highest count was 
six on Aug 31st. 
 
Migrant White Wagtails were seen on Mar 25th, May 2nd and 5th. 
 
 
101. WREN  Troglodytes troglodytes 
A common breeding resident 
 
Present throughout but only noted on the Spring and Autumn Bird Counts. 
 
 
102. DUNNOCK  Prunella modularis 
A common breeding resident 
 
Present throughout but only noted on the Spring and Autumn Bird Counts. 
 
 
103. ROBIN  Erithacus rubecula 
A common breeding resident  
 
Present throughout but only noted on the Spring and Autumn Bird Counts. 
 
 
104. NIGHTINGALE  Luscinia megarhynchos 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
One seen briefly in bushes by the dam on Sept 5th was the latest ever migrant (RB). 
 
 
105. COMMON REDSTART  Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
Two autumn records: a female or immature in the Redstart Bushes on the Dump at 09.15 
on Aug 27th (ASMS) and an adult male near the Main Hide on Sept 2nd (RB). 
 
 
106. WHINCHAT  Saxicola rubetra 
A passage migrant 
 
Three were seen in September: on the 7th on the Dump (AGV); on the 9th in the Shrike 
Field (RB) and on the 13th on the Dump (JO). 
 
 
107. STONECHAT  Saxicola rubicola 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
Single records in both spring and autumn: in the Shrike Field on Feb 26th (PJC) and an 
immature male on the Dump on Oct 8th (JCG). 
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108. WHEATEAR  Oenanthe oenanthe 
A passage migrant 
 
Eight migrants were seen, all but one in spring. Seven were in April between 3rd and 26th 
either on West Hendon Playing Fields or on the mud in East Marsh; the only autumn 
record was in the Shrike Field on Sept 6th. 
 
 
109. BLACKBIRD  Turdus merula 
A common breeding resident 
 
Present throughout but only noted on the Spring and Autumn Bird Counts. 
 
 
110. FIELDFARE  Turdus pilaris 
A winter visitor 
 
Unusually the 
highest count was 
made early in the 
year with 528 on 
Feb 7th - 340 were 
on the playing fields 
and 188 flew over. 
The highest counts 
in autumn were in 
early November with 
158 on the 5th and 
118 on the 7th; 
while in December 
there were 173 on 
the 23rd. 
 
 
111. SONG THRUSH  Turdus philomelos 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
In spring, nine singing males were counted on May 2nd, the most since 2002. In autumn a 
total of 21 were counted during the viz-mig season with a peak of seven over on Oct 10th. 
 
 
112. REDWING  Turdus iliacus 
A common winter visitor 
 
There were two high counts early in the year: c100 on Feb 7th and 110 in Woodfield Park 
on Mar 10th. There was a very strong autumn passage with a total of 2,653 between Oct 
10th and Nov 8th with peaks of 950 (including one flock of c650) on Oct 13th and 1,275 on 
Oct 17th. Another 257 were seen on Dec 23rd. 
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113. MISTLE THRUSH  Turdus viscivorus 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
At least one pair bred – a pair with four juveniles was seen in Woodfield Park. In autumn a 
dozen were recorded flying over on viz-mig: five on Oct 13th and seven on Oct 15th. 
 
 
114. CETTI’S WARBLER  Cettia cetti 
A scarce visitor 
 
A singing male was present in East Marsh from Oct 18th to Nov 28th (ISE). 
 
 
115. GRASSHOPPER WARBLER  Locustella naevia 
A scarce passage migrant, former breeder 
 
One flushed in the Shrike Field on Sept 5th (ASMS, LAB). This was the first record since a 
singing bird in 2006 and the first autumn record since 1970. 
 
 
116. SEDGE WARBLER  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
A breeding summer migrant 
 
Recorded between Apr 10th and Sept 5th; the peak count was on May 2nd when there 
were ten singing males. 
  
 
117. REED WARBLER  Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
A common breeding summer migrant 
 
Recorded between Apr 16th and Oct 9th; the highest count was seven singing on May 
2nd. 
 
 
118. BLACKCAP  Sylvia atricapilla 
A common breeding summer migrant and occasional winter visitor 
 
One was present in the Field Centre woods from January to March. The first migrant was 
heard on Mar 20th and the spring peak of singing males was 34 on May 2nd. The only 
record after the autumn exodus was on Nov 7th. 
  
 
119. GARDEN WARBLER  Sylvia borin 
A breeding summer migrant 
 
Recorded between Apr 22nd and Aug 31st; the highest count was five singing on May 
2nd. Two were still singing on June 17th so were likely to have established territories. 
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120. LESSER 
WHITETHROAT  
Sylvia curruca 
A breeding summer 
migrant 
 
Recorded between 
Apr 17th and Sept 
2nd; the highest count 
was five singing on 
May 2nd. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

121. COMMON WHITETHROAT  Sylvia communis 
A common breeding summer migrant 
 
Recorded between Apr 15th and Sept 13th; the highest count was 14 singing on May 2nd. 
  
 
122. CHIFFCHAFF  Phylloscopus collybita 
A breeding summer migrant and occasional winter visitor 
 
One seen in East Marsh on Feb 21st was presumably over-wintering as were two on Mar 
15th. Within a week there were five singing and numbers continued to increase, peaking at 
12 singing on Apr 4th. On May 2nd, 11 singing birds were located, many of which were on 
territory. The highest counts in autumn were in late August and early September with a 
maximum of 22 on Sept 5th. 
  
 
123. WILLOW WARBLER  Phylloscopus trochilus 
A passage migrant, former breeder 
 
The status of Willow Warbler has dramatically changed in the UK with a decline breeding 
numbers in the south and an increase in Scotland; they no longer breed at Brent. 
 
Recorded between Apr 5th and Aug 31st; the highest count was eight singing males on 
Apr 12th. By May 2nd only three were still singing and no evidence of breeding was found. 
  
  
124. GOLDCREST  Regulus regulus 
A regular passage and winter visitor, occasional breeder 
 
Present all year, the highest count was only four in January. Breeding activity was not 
recorded. 
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125. FIRECREST  Regulus ignicapilla 
A scarce visitor 
 
An over-wintering bird was present in East Marsh between the hides up to Feb 18th with 
two on Jan 2nd (ASMS). 
 
 
126. SPOTTED FLYCATCHER  Muscicapa striata 
A passage migrant, former breeder 
 
Six were seen in autumn, all between Aug 31st and Sept 13th. 
  
 
127. LONG-TAILED TIT  Aegithalos caudatus 
A common breeding resident 
 
Present throughout; six family parties were seen on Apr 23rd. 
 

 
 
129. BLUE TIT  Parus caeruleus 
A common breeding resident 
 
The only record in the Logbook was of a family party on the North Bank on May 24th. 
  
 
130. GREAT TIT  Parus major 
A common breeding resident 
 
Present throughout but only noted on the Spring and Autumn Bird Counts. 
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128. COAL TIT  Parus ater 
A breeding resident 
 
There were two territories, in the churchyard and in gardens adjacent to East Marsh where 
a family party was seen. 
  
 
131. NUTHATCH  Sitta europaea 
A scarce visitor 
 
One was heard calling in the Field Centre woods on July 25th (ASMS). Following a blank 
year in 2006, this is the third year in a row that one has been recorded. Most records are in 
the summer and are likely to be wanderers or dispersing birds from Hampstead Heath.  
 
 
132. JAY  Garrulus garrulus 
A breeding resident 
 
Present throughout but only noted on the Spring and Autumn Bird Counts. 
 
 
133. MAGPIE  Pica pica 
A common breeding resident 
 
Present throughout but only noted on the Spring and Autumn Bird Counts. 
  
 
134. JACKDAW  Corvus monedula 
A passage migrant and occasional visitor 
 
Recorded in all months except June to August and December. Two were seen in the Crow 
roost in North Marsh on Jan 25th. Small numbers were seen flying over in early spring with 
a high of five on Mar 7th. A total of 96 were recorded in autumn with a peak of 31 on viz-
mig on Oct 26th. 
  
 
135. ROOK  Corvus frugilegus 
An occasional visitor 
 
One flew in and landed on the playing fields on Sept 12th (ASMS, AGV, RB); most records 
are of over-flying birds so this was most unusual. 
  
 
136. CARRION CROW  Corvus corone 
A common breeding resident. 
 
There is a regular concentration of birds on the playing fields, where they are often fed by 
residents, which this year peaked at 142 on Aug 11th. 
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137. STARLING  Sturnus vulgaris 
A common breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
The breeding population is mainly restricted to houses neighbouring the reservoir; 
fledglings were noted in Woodfield Park on May 23rd. Feeding flocks of 200+ were 
counted on Aug 31st and Oct 3rd. The highest counts are usually seen on viz-mig in 
autumn and this year the peaks were 424 on Oct 15th and 233 on Oct 17th. 
 
 
138. HOUSE SPARROW  Passer domesticus 
A common breeding resident 
 
Present throughout but only noted on the Spring and Autumn Bird Counts. 
  
 
139. CHAFFINCH  Fringilla coelebs 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
A total of 365 were recorded on the autumn viz-mig counts with a peak of 122 on Oct 15th. 
  
 
140. BRAMBLING  Fringilla montifringilla 
A scarce passage migrant and occasional winter visitor 
 
A total of five were recorded on the autumn viz-mig counts between Oct 10th and 23rd. 
  
 
141. GREENFINCH  Fringilla chloris 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
Present all year, the highest count was 23 on Oct 17th during the autumn viz-mig counts. 
 
 
142. GOLDFINCH  Carduelis carduelis 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
Present all year, the only high count was 15 on Feb 8th. 
  
 
143. SISKIN  Carduelis spinus 
A passage migrant and occasional winter visitor 
 
Up to three were seen on four occasions during the first half of the year. The first autumn 
migrant was on Sept 12th which heralded a small passage of 41 birds up to Nov 8th with a 
peak of nine on Oct 11th. 
  
 
144. LINNET  Carduelis cannabina 
A passage migrant and occasional winter visitor, former breeder 
 
In spring three migrants were seen in March and one in May. There was a total of 22 in 
autumn from Oct 8th-30th, and one was seen in winter on Dec 25th.   
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145. LESSER REDPOLL  Carduelis cabaret 
A passage migrant and occasional winter visitor, former breeder 
 
The only record in the first half of the year was a single on Mar 29th. In autumn only eight 
were seen on viz-mig during October so it was a surprise to find a flock of 25 feeding on 
Silver Birches in North Marsh on Dec 5th and 18th. 
 
 
146. CROSSBILL  Loxia curvirostra 
A scarce visitor 
 
A flock of 15 flew W over the Allotments at 09.30 on July 26th (ASMS). Only the second 
record since 1997 but the second year in a row they have been recorded. 
 
 
147. BULLFINCH  Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
A breeding resident and scarce passage migrant 
 
Probably two breeding pairs still hang on at Brent; the highest count was five on Mar 21st. 
In autumn two were seen on the viz-mig counts flying over on Oct 13th. 
 
 
148. REED BUNTING  Emberiza schoeniclus 
A breeding partial migrant, occasional in winter 
 
Three singing males were seen on Mar 1st but it is not known how many set up territory. In 
autumn three were recorded flying over on Oct 12th. 
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ESCAPES 
 
 
BLACK SWAN  Cygnus atratus 
  
One on Jan 24th. 
 
BAR-HEADED GOOSE  Anser indicus 
  
One on May 31st. 
 
CHINESE SWAN-GOOSE Anser cygnoides 
  
One on Apr 16th. 
 
BUDGERIGAR  Melopsittacus undulatus 
  
A blue type behind the hide on July 26th. 
 
COCKATIEL  Nymphicus hollandicus 
  
One flew over on Oct 8th. 
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First and Last Dates of Regular Migrants 2009 
 

 
Summer Migrants  Arrival                                 Departure 
Hobby    Apr 18  (AGV)   Oct 9  (RB) 
Little Ringed Plover  Mar 21 (ASMS, AGV) July 12 (ASMS) 
Common Sandpiper  Apr 10  (AD)   Sept 23 (AH, RB) 
Common Tern  Apr 9  (AGV)   Sept 13 (AGV) 
Swift    Apr 25  (AGV, RB)  Sept 13 (ASMS, AGV) 
Sand Martin   Mar 13 (BH)   Sept 19 (AGV) 
Swallow   Mar 31 (AGV)   Oct 2  (AGV) 
House Martin   Apr 10  (AGV)   Oct 8  (ASMS) 
Yellow Wagtail  Apr 13  (RJW)   Sept 6  (RB) 
Wheatear   Apr 3  (AGV)   Sept 6  (NB, TS) 
Sedge Warbler  Apr 10  (ASMS)  Sept 5  (ASMS) 
Reed Warbler  Apr 16  (ASMS)  Oct 9  (WHCG) 
Lesser Whitethroat  Apr 17  (ASMS)  Sept 2  (RB) 
Common Whitethroat Apr 15  (AGV)   Sept 13 (AGV) 
Garden Warbler  Apr 22  (RB)   Aug 31 (WHCG) 
Willow Warbler  Apr 5  (ASMS)  Aug 31 (WHCG) 
 
 
Winter Migrants  Departure               Arrival 
Water Rail   Apr 19  (RB)   Aug 2  (ASMS) 
Fieldfare   Apr 6  (AH)   Oct 13  (ASMS, AGV) 
Redwing   Mar 22 (ASMS)  Oct 10  (ASMS, AGV) 
Siskin    Mar 25 (AGV)   Sept 12 (ASMS) 

 
 
 
 
 

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS 
 
Leo Batten  (LAB) 
Roy Beddard  (RB) 
Steve Blake  (SB) 
Nigel Briggs  (NB) 
Peter Casselton (PJC) 
John Colmans (JC) 
Tony Donetti  (AD) 
Ian Ellis  (ISE) 
John Gravatt  (JCG) 
Andrew Haynes (AH) 
Barry Hicks  (BH) 
Patrick Hagglund (PH) 

Mike Hoctor  (MH) 
G. Lapworth  (GL) 
Steve Leeke  (SL) 
Harry Mackie  (HM) 
J. Osmond  (JO) 
S.G. Posen  (SGP) 
J. Ridge  (JR) 
Andrew Self  (ASMS) 
Thom Shannon (TS) 
Andrew Verrall (AGV) 
Bob Watts  (RJW) 

 
 
Thanks also to the many other people who noted their observations in the logbook that is 
kept in the main hide. 
  



Welsh Harp Report 2002 

 36 

 

INSECT REPORT 
 
 
Butterflies 
 

 First seen Last seen Highest count 

Small Skipper June 25th July 25th 32 on July 5th 

Essex Skipper July 13th - 2 on July 13th 

Large Skipper June 4 July 13th 9 on June 13th 

Brimstone Mar 15th June 2nd 2 on Mar 15th & Apr 21st 

Large White Apr 21st Sept 26th 27 on July 25th 

Small White Apr 19th Sept 5th 14 on July 5th 

Green-veined White Apr 4th Sept 262th 25+ on Apr 21st 

Orange Tip Apr 4th May 23rd 11 on Apr 21st & 24th 

Purple Hairstreak June 27th Aug 16th 6 on July 25th 

White-letter Hairstreak June 21st June 28th 5 on June 21st 

Small Copper May 26th Sept 29th 1 on several dates 

Common Blue May 6th Aug 24th 12 on May 31st 

Holly Blue Apr 5th Sept 5th 2 on Aug 23rd 

Red Admiral June 4th Sept 12th 3 on July 5th 

Painted Lady May 24th Sept 26th 63 on May 24th 

Small Tortoiseshell Mar 19th June 23rd 1 on several dates 

Peacock Mar 15th July 31st 20 on July 25th 

Comma Mar 11th Sept 29th 5 on July 5th 

Marbled White June 20th July 5th 29 on June 27th 

Speckled Wood Mar 19th Oct 10th 15 on Apr 21st & Aug 8th 

Ringlet June 27th July 18th 10 on June 27th 

Meadow Brown June 25th Aug 16th 31 on June 27th 

Gatekeeper June 25th Aug 31st 113 on July 25th 
  
In late May there was a massive influx of Painted Ladies into the country. A total of 63 were 
observed flying N from the hide between 08.00 and 11.50 (ASMS, AGV, RB). Another 31 flew N on 
May 28th. They were frequently seen between June and August and probably bred at the 
reservoir. 

 
A new species of butterfly was 
recorded at the reservoir – on 
June 27th ten Ringlets were 
discovered on the slope 
(ASMS, AGV) and clearly 
represented a new colony, 
most probably started unseen 
the previous year. Some were 
still flying three weeks later. 
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Dragonflies 
 
Azure Damselfly 
 
First seen on May 24th in the Field Centre ponds.  
 
Common Blue Damselfly 
  
First seen on May 23rd. 
 
Blue-tailed Damselfly 
  
First seen on May 23rd. 
 

 
 
Large Red Damselfly 
  
One on May 20th. 
 
Banded Demoiselle 
 
A male by the path to the hide on July 26th (AGV, RB, MH), and another male by the hide 
on Aug 10th-11th (RB, AGV). 
 
Southern Hawker 
  
First seen on Aug 3rd. 
 
Brown Hawker 
  
First seen on July 25th 
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Migrant Hawker 
  
First seen on Aug 16th; last seen on Oct 20th. 
 
Emperor 
  
First seen on June 27th. 
 
Black-tailed Skimmer 
  
First seen on June 27th. 
 
Broad-bodied Chaser 
  
One on May 22nd in the Field Centre ponds. 
 
Common Darter 
  
First seen on Sept 26th; one late individual on Nov 2nd. 
 
Red-veined Darter 
 
A male by the path on the way to the hide on May 24th was the first record at the reservoir 
(ASMS, AGV). 
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Submission of Records 
Records of all forms of wildlife can be entered in the Log Book in the hide or can be sent to 
Andrew Self, 16 Harp Island Close, Neasden, London NW10 0DF, telephone: 020 8208 
2139, email: a-self@sky.com  
Unless otherwise requested, all records are also forwarded onto the London Natural 
History Society. 
 
Website 
Brent Reservoir has its own website: www.brentres.com  
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