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Chairman’s Report 2013 
 

Introduction 
 The major event this year was the consultation for the remainder of the West Hendon Estate. The 
first phase of the re-development of the Estate has been completed and is now fully occupied. The 
planning application for the next phase of work was approved by Barnet and then by the London 
Mayor. This approval was in spite of significant opposition from the Public and many conservation 
and other bodies. 

Autumn peak numbers of wildfowl were high, with Gadwall & Shoveler peaking in October, 
and Teal numbers reached a record 253 during the October WeBS counts. Tufted Duck numbers 
were also high with 405 recorded in late November.  
  
Conservation Activities 
A curtailed  programme of volunteer conservation tasks was carried out during the autumn and 
winter 2012-13.  No repairs to the Tern Rafts were made, some oak clearance was carried out and 
maintenance work was carried out on the Group’s two hides, including repairs to the hide 
boardwalk. 

This winter the usual programme of volunteer tasks is taking place with work on raft 
maintenance and scrub clearance to be carried out later in the winter. The roof to the main hide 
has been completely replaced and the safety rails leading to the main hide have also been 
repaired. 

The small LBB hide in the Northern Marsh remains free of vandalism and gives excellent 
views of the refuge.  
 
Wildlife and Surveys 
In mid December the bird total stands at 135 species, slightly higher lower than last year’s year 
total of 132 and represents a fairly typical year’s total. The annual September influx of Wigeon 
reached ten, a small flock, lower than previously for the second year in a row. This was due 
presumably to the lower growth of water weed. Knot and Turnstone were unusual sightings in the 
first winter period as were two flocks of Golden Plover seen on 19th January. The mud banks in 
front of the main hide have continued to grow and once again a good selection of waders were 
recorded in the spring. Autumn wader sightings have also been quite good with high numbers but 
disappointing variety. Green Sandpipers were present from July until late Autumn and are still 
being seen occasionally. The winter Common Snipe flock has reached 35 so far and a Jack Snipe 
has been present since mid-November. Also notable were two sightings this year of Great White 
Egret with Little Egrets becoming regular visitors with nine being seen on the day of the October 
WeBS count. Up to 5 Garganey were seen in lat August and September. A Slavonian Grebe was 
present on March 4th. 

Last winter’s star performer in the reed-bed was an immaculate male Bearded Tit which 
was seen into January this year. Other notable visitors were a Wood Warbler in August and a very 
brief view of a Hoopoe which flew N in front of the Main hide on April 21st.  

The Tern Colony had a disastrous breeding year. Very poor weather and late arrival 
resulted in a total breeding failure. Apart from one brood in the Northern Marsh Great Crested 
Grebes again bred late with broods seen in August and several in early September. Ruddy Duck 
has now become a Brent rarity following several visits during the National Cull last winter. 
The year was much better than 2012 for butterflies; several White-letter Hairstreaks were seen and 
there were large peak counts for Marbled White of 30+ and Ringlet of 50+.  

Just one bat detecting visit was made for a public walk; bat numbers and variety were 
extremely poor with small counts of just three species. 
 
Education and Publications 
Brent Res. Reports for 2010, 11 and 12 were completed and added to the group’s website during 
the year. There is an outstanding gap for years 2007-8 to be completed. 
.  
Roy Beddard 
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Review of the Year 2013 
 
The total species count was 135 in 2013, slightly up on the 132 seen in 2012. A wide range of birds 
was seen during the year with extremely high counts during the August to November viz-mig 
season. Although no new species were seen there were some very scarce birds seen during the 
year. 
 
January The year started quietly with a 
flock of ten Ruddy Ducks on Jan 1st, last 
year’s male Bearded Tit was re-found on 
the 2nd and present until Feb 9th. A 
female Pintail was found on the 15th and 
two males on the 19th, with the last male 
seen on Jan 26th. During a spell of cold 
weather two flocks of Golden Plover flew 
South on Jan 19th; two Waxwings were 
also seen the same day. The following 
day snow showers bought several 
waders to the reservoir: Turnstone, Knot 
and Dunlin. The first Woodcock of the 
year was seen on Jan 25th. Finally a 
female Marsh Harrier brought the month 
to a fine finish on the 27th. 
 
February A flock of 14 Siskin on the 9th was the highest for the year. Duck numbers were mostly 
low following cold weather and ice except for 157 Teal on the WeBS Count. The winter Snipe flock 
was about 30 strong. The weather improved and 22 Song Thrush were singing on 17th. There 
were six Wigeon present on 24th when a female Goosander arrived; it was present until March 9th. 
 
March A record count of 20 Collared Doves were in a tree in Silver Jubilee Park on Mar 1st. A very 
confiding Slavonian Grebe was present for just one day on Mar 4th; a Woodcock was also seen 
that day. The 9th brought several flocks of Lapwing totalling 183, the first Redshank and two flocks 
of Waxwings. The following day a Rock Pipit passed through. The Goosander returned on 17th 
and was present until 25th. An Avocet was seen on 21st and a Dunlin the following day. The first 
Little Ringed Plover was spotted on 24th and a Chiffchaff was singing on the same day. A 
noteworthy count of 50 Meadow Pipits was made on 25th and the year’s first Buzzard passed 
through on 29th. 
 
April Four Dunlin were in the Eastern Marsh on April 1st and an adult Kittiwake was present for a 
couple of hours on 6th. On the same day 250 Starlings and 397 Chaffinch flew East. On 7th Red 
Kite, Common Buzzard and Peregrine were all seen and two Woodcock were flushed. The first 
Sand Martin of the year was feeding over the rafts on 8th and a male Pheasant flew into the 
allotments on 10th. A Little Egret was seen roosting in the Northern Marsh on 12th with the first two 
Swallows the same day. The following day another Red Kite was seen and a Whimbrel circled 
over. A Lesser Spotted Woodpecker was seen on 13th and 20th. The first Common Sandpiper, 
Common Tern and House Martin were seen on 14th. Six Wheatears were present on the 15th and 
the first Willow Warbler was also found. The following day the first Common Whitethroat arrived 
and much scarcer Tree Pipit and Common Redstart were present. On 20th a rare Great White 
Egret flew East and the first Yellow Wagtail, Reed and Sedge Warbler arrived. The first Garden 
Warbler and Swift were seen on 21st and another Brent rarity, Hoopoe, flew past the hide, the first 
since 1963. A Lesser Whitethroat was next, arriving on 22nd. An early morning Grasshopper 
Warbler was present in the Shrike Field on the Spring Bird Count on 28th when a total of 73 
species was recorded. 
 
May Five Dunlin passed through on 4th and a flock of eight Arctic Terns flew in from the East. The 
following day a Red Kite passed over NW. The first Hobby of the year was seen on the 9th in the 
company of over 150 Swifts. 33 Common Terns were counted on the WeBS count on 12th. Four 
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Garden Warblers were singing on 18th; the same day four pairs of breeding Lesser Black-backed 
Gulls were on the rafts. Little Ringed Plovers were still actively displaying in and were frequently 
noted. Common Terns had yet to occupy their nesting rafts by the end of May due to the poor 
spring conditions and an apparent shortage of fish. 
 
June Successful breeding of Mute Swan was noted with up to 11 nests being counted. The largest 
count of Swifts for the year was over 800 on the 9th; the same day Nightingale was heard briefly 
singing and a Common Redstart was seen, both exceptionally late dates for passage birds. 
Several pairs of Common Terns finally occupied the rafts; 3-4 pairs nested but unsuccessfully and 
had abandoned the nests by the end of the month. This was the first time the whole colony had 
failed to breed since they started in 1983. Another Red Kite was seen on the 16th along with a 
Green Sandpiper, probably the first for 
the autumn. Little Ringed Plovers were 
still being seen and there were 
occasional summer sightings of 
Jackdaw. On 30th there was an 
increasingly rare sighting of Ruddy 
Duck, displaying in the Northern Marsh 
and a scarce Nuthatch behind the main 
hide. 
 
July The first Greenshank of the year 
was in East Marsh on 7th. A Redshank 
was heard near the dam three days 
later. The autumn’s first Common 
Sandpiper was seen on 13th. The 
waders continued with an Oystercatcher 
flying over on 20th; the year’s highest 
count of Little Ringed Plover was seen the same day, including a juvenile. The next day brought 
the first Snipe of the autumn. Common Sandpipers reached the year’s peak with 11 on July 24th. 
On 30th a pair of Ruddy Duck was in the Eastern Marsh. 
 
August Green and Common sandpipers and Little Ringed Plovers were present throughout late 
July and early August; Little Egrets were also frequently seen. The year’s fifth Red Kite flew 

through on 3rd as did a Yellow Wagtail. 
Also on the 3rd a Brent scarcity, Wood 
Warbler, was seen in a small flock of 
phylloscopus warblers. Two Greenshank 
on 10th were the first of a succession of 
August sightings. Redshank passed 
through on 12th and ten Green 
Sandpipers on 14th was the highest ever 
count. A Tree Pipit was seen on 18th. On 
25th, a Wigeon was the first for the 
autumn, a huge flock of 20 Ruff flew East 
past the main hide and a Turtle Dove 
was seen. The following day a juvenile 
Garganey was the first of a succession of 
records, building to four by the end of the 
month. Spotted Flycatcher on 27th was 

the first for the year of this increasingly scarce bird. The Autumn Bird Count on 31st produced 70 
species. 
 
September A juvenile Ruff was found on 2nd and present until 14th. The following day a Common 
Redstart was in the usual area on the dump. Numbers of Wigeon increased during the month with 
up to eight counted. The Garganey were still present and peaked at five on 18th. Whinchat were 
on the dump on 17th and 20th. The final Swift of the year passed through on 18th and the final 
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Sand Martin was seen on 20th. Numbers of dabbling ducks were reaching good totals with over 
500 on the WeBS count on 22nd. Early morning on 23rd 253 Swallows passed through. A female 
Pintail was present on 29th and a Jack Snipe was found in the Eastern Marsh. The month ended 
with a flourish when the year’s second Great White Egret was spotted on 30th flying up from the 
SW and off to the East.  
 
October A fine drake Mandarin Duck was seen near the bridge on 5th; the last Hobby of the year 
was also seen the same day. A fine succession of Little Egret records reached a total of five on 

6th, when a Rock Pipit flew over. 
A major Brent rarity was spotted 
during a viz-mig watch on 8th 
when a Hawfinch was seen flying 
over the Dump. The highest 
dabbling duck numbers for the 
year were noted during the 
WeBS count on 16th with 168 
Gadwall, 253 Teal, 127 Mallard 
and 190 Shoveler. The first 
Woodcock of the winter flew 
towards the Northern Marsh on 
19th. A total of 130 Jackdaw 
were seen leaving the North 
Marsh roost on 22nd and three 
Rooks flew over on 24th. Single 
Brambling flew over on the 24th 
& 25th. The sole Goldeneye 
record for the year was a single 

drake present on 26th. 
 
November The month started with some huge viz-mig counts of Woodpigeon with 15,100 counted 
over on 3rd, a new record. A total of nine Little Egrets on 10th was the highest number ever 
recorded. A Mediterranean Gull was found on 12th and seen again on 17th. Two more Brambling 
flew past on 13th. A Jack Snipe was seen on the East Marsh Island on 17th, probably the same as 
that seen earlier in the autumn. Counts of diving duck were reaching high levels with a fine 405 
Tufted Duck counted on 24th. On the same day a flock of 20-25 Lapwings flew East. A Woodcock 
was flushed on the Dump on 27th, the sixth and final record of the year. 
 
December The year’s highest count of Common Snipe was 35 on 3rd. The Jack Snipe was 
reported again on 8th. 
Wintering Chiffchaff were 
seen on 8th and 14th with 
two more on 17th. The 
year’s highest Water Rail 
count of seven was on 
14th, as was a notable 
count of 20 House 
Sparrows in Silver Jubilee 
Park. A record flock of 60 
Golden Plover flew West 
on the 15th. A wintering 
male Blackcap was in the 
Eastern Marsh on 26th; 
four Coal Tit and seven 
Goldcrest were counted on 
the same date.  
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BIRDS OF BRENT RESERVOIR 2013 
 
1. MUTE SWAN  Cygnus olor 
A breeding resident with an additional non-breeding flock 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

43 31 43 43 50 56 58 55 60 60 38 33 

 
A record 11 pairs were seen nest building although not all of them completed and five broods were 
raised, compared to four last year. The highest count dropped for the second consecutive year 
despite the record breeding figures, to 60 in the September and October WeBS counts.  
 
 

2. GREYLAG GOOSE  Anser anser 
An occasional visitor, mainly in spring  
 
After two early birds on Jan 13th, most records were in spring, between Mar 9th and May 6th with 
one remaining to July 7th; there were several records of a pair together with three birds on Apr 
16th and May 5th, possibly indicating a breeding attempt. In autumn there was one on Oct 13th 
and 16th. 
 
 

3. CANADA GOOSE  Branta canadensis 
A breeding resident  
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

76 45 48 39 33 135 46 12 37 14 19 91 

 
Three broods were seen, the same as last year. The maximum count was 135 on June 23rd, up on 
the 89 recorded in 2012.  
 
 

4. EGYPTIAN GOOSE Alopochen aegyptiaca 
An occasional visitor, increasing  
 
In the first half of the year there were just three records although one of these was a long-staying 
bird from May 2nd to July 14th. Up to four were seen on three days in September then one to three 
birds were seen almost daily in November and December.  
 
 

5. SHELDUCK  Tadorna tadorna 
An occasional visitor 
 
Like last year there was a long-staying pair present for most of March and up to May 13th with 
displaying recorded; as with the previous species a breeding attempt is surely not far away. The 
only other record was of one flying over on Apr 20th. 
 

 
6. MANDARIN DUCK  Aix galericulata 
An occasional visitor 
 
A drake was seen by Cool Oak Lane bridge in the early morning only on Oct 5th (AGV). 
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7. WIGEON  Anas penelope 
A regular autumn visitor, occasional in winter and spring 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

6 6 5 0 0 0 0 2 8 9 2 7 

 
Recorded on eight dates from January to March 31st with a maximum of six on Jan 13th and Feb 
24th. In autumn, present irregularly between Aug 25th and Nov 1st; the highest counts were nine 
on Oct 13th and eight on Sept 8th, 26th and Oct 15th. The last record of the year was seven on 
Dec 3rd. 
 
 

8. GADWALL  Anas strepera 
A breeding resident with a large influx in autumn 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

27 16 7 9 32 93 40 76 98 168 108 16 

 
Numbers were significantly down in the early part of the year compared to last year with a high of 
just 27 on Jan 13th (114 in 2012). Breeding was more successful with four broods seen - one in 
North Marsh and three in East Marsh (two in 2012). The autumn peak was 168 on Oct 16th, again 
less than in previous years and maybe due to less weed growth. 
 

 
 
9. TEAL  Anas crecca 
Autumn and winter visitor, occasional in summer; has bred once 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

144 157 89 56 9 7 1 35 185 253 149 175 

Unlike most other dabbling duck, Teal numbers increased this year with a peak of 157 on Feb 10th 
during the first winter period (95 in 2012). The late autumn counts were even more impressive with 
the all-time record count being broken again on Oct 16th when 253 were present (RB). There were 
three males and a female present during June but no sign of breeding activity. 
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10. MALLARD  Anas platyrhynchos 
A resident breeder 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

28 78 35 21 36 38 46 98 85 127 27 57 

 
Four broods were noted this year (five in 2012) and the highest count was 127 on Oct 16th. Some 
Mallard only use the reservoir for roosting and fly off to feed elsewhere during the day – it would be 
interesting to know where they go! 
 
 

11. PINTAIL  Anas acuta 
An occasional visitor 
 

Recorded on seven dates in January from 15th-26th with a female on some days, two drakes on 
others and all three at times. Another drake was seen on Mar 5th then there were no further 
records until autumn with an eclipse drake on Sept 10th and females on Sept 29th and Oct 7th. 

 
 
12. GARGANEY Anas querquedula 
Scarce passage migrant 
 
There was an excellent series of records in autumn, all involving juveniles. One was seen on Aug 
26th, with two the next day, three on 29th and four on 31st, all of which remained until Sept 2nd. 
One was present from Sept 5th-12th then two were seen on 13th-14th and four were again present 
from 15th-17th; increasing to five on 18th with one bird lingering to Sept 22nd. Although sometimes 
elusive it seems likely that some of these were new birds meaning around eight birds were seen. 

 
 
13. SHOVELER Anas clypeata 
Virtually resident with an influx in autumn, occasional breeder 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

14 6 13 5 2 11 - 59 141 190 69 25 

 
There were very few seen during the first half of the year with a peak of 14 on Jan 13th. A pair was 
seen displaying on June 8th when another four drakes were also present, however no broods were 
noted. The autumn peak was 190 on Oct 16th, higher than the previous two years. Numbers 
quickly declined and just 25 were present on the December WeBS Count. 
 

 
14. POCHARD  Aythya ferina 
A regular visitor in varying numbers, occasional breeder 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

37 33 27 1 2 8 1 2 2 6 30 38 

There were far fewer Pochard present this year with peaks of 37 on Jan 27th and 38 on Dec 15th 
compared to 65 in 2012. Up to eight males and one female were seen during June but no breeding 
activity was recorded. 
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15. TUFTED DUCK  Aythya fuligula 
A breeding resident with a larger wintering population 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

c300 214 76 61 30 20 51 37 80 140 405 289 

 
Unlike the previous species the peak counts were higher this year with c300 on Jan 27th and 405 
on Nov 24th (max c290 in 2012). One brood of three was seen in North Marsh (none last year). 
 
 

16. GOLDENEYE  Bucephala clangula 
A scarce winter visitor 
 
An immature drake was present on Oct 26th (ASMS). 
 
 

17. GOOSANDER  Mergus merganser 
A scarce winter visitor 
 
A long-staying female was seen from Feb 24th to Mar 9th and again from Mar 17th-25th (ASMS, 
AGV et al). She spent most of her time feeding close to the rafts. 
 

 
 

18. RUDDY DUCK  Oxyura jamaicensis 
A breeding resident; numbers reduced by nationwide cull 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

10 2 - 1 1 2 2 3 3 1 0 0 

 
With the national cull reducing numbers to less than 100 by the start of the year, the next phase 
was to target every remaining duck reported. With up to 11 birds present in December 2012 this 
meant that the cull finally came to Brent Reservoir and five males were shot on Jan 16th. Single 
males and females were seen after this with two males present on Feb 16th. 

A pair was seen displaying on June 30th and were present to Sept 29th. Breeding was 
probably attempted but failed due to heavy rain causing a sudden increase in water levels. Three 
birds were seen on several dates in autumn and were again targeted by the cull. A female was 
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present from Oct 9th-12th and was the last one of the year. It is unfortunate that this introduced 
bird spread to Spain and hybridised with White-headed Ducks which necessitated the cull as it is a 
charismatic duck and will be missed at Brent. 
 
 

19. PHEASANT  Phasianus colchicus 
An occasional visitor 
 

Recorded for the sixth year in a row when a male was seen flying into the allotments on Apr 10th 
(AGV). We are still no closer to knowing where these birds originate from; most occur in spring and 
are presumably birds trying to find a territory and a mate. 
 
 

20. LITTLE GREBE  Tachybaptus ruficollis 
A resident breeder 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

9 5 6 3 1 2 2 2 22 24 15 6 

 
No broods were produced this year, probably due to very cold weather in spring and rising water 
levels in summer. The highest count was 24 on Oct 16th. 
 
 

21. GREAT CRESTED GREBE  Podiceps cristatus 
A resident breeder, fewer in winter 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

3 6 12 5 12 13 12 22 34 31 21 17 

 
Just two broods were noted this year although more may have gone unrecorded. Numbers were 
down on previous years with a maximum of 34 on Sept 22nd. The mild weather at the end of the 
year meant that 17 were still present on Dec 15th. 
 

 
22. SLAVONIAN 
GREBE  
Podiceps auritus 
A rare visitor 
 
One on Mar 4th 
was the first 
record since 
November 2005 
(DT et al). 
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23. CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax carbo 
A non-breeding resident 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

15 2 - 13 14 9 4 16 32 5 5 11 

 
Numbers were down on last year with a peak of 32 on Sept 13th (47 in 2012). 
 
 

24. LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta 
An occasional visitor  
  
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

1 0 0 2 1 1 1 3 3 5 9 2 

 
Typically scarcer at the start of the year with one seen flying W on Jan 12th being the only one 
recorded during the first three months of the year; after this there were records in every month, as 
was the case last year. Most records were of one or two birds, occasionally three but on Oct 6th a 
record five were seen. However this record didn’t last long and nine were recorded on Nov 10th: 
groups of three and five and a single all flying North between 08.10 and 09.55 (RB, AGV, ASMS).  
 
 

25. GREAT WHITE EGRET  Ardea alba 
A rare visitor (3) 
 
This was formerly a rare vagrant across the country and the first occurrence in London was in 1997 
at Brent Reservoir. Since then sightings have increased significantly and it has even started 
breeding in the UK so it is not surprising that another would turn up again at Brent. However to get 
two in a year was unexpected. One flew along the South Bank heading E at 10.55 on Apr 20th 
(ASMS, AGV) and one flew up towards the dam, turned round and flew off E at 09.35 on Sept 30th 
(ASMS, AGV, RB). The very first bird in 1997 was also only present briefly before it flew off 
heading East, hopefully one might stay a little longer next time. 
 
 

26. GREY HERON  Ardea cinerea 
A non-breeding resident 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

8 2 1 2 1 2 3 3 9 13 11 4 

 
The highest counts were in autumn with a peak of 13 on Oct 10th. 
 
 

27. RED KITE  Milvus milvus 
A scarce visitor, mainly in spring (22) 
 
A record five birds were seen this year, three in spring and singles in June and August (three in 
2012). The first was on Apr 7th at 15.30 (SL), followed by singles on Apr 13th from 11.25-11.33 
(ASMS), May 5th from 10.35-10.43 (ASMS), June 16th at 07.52 (AGV) and Aug 3rd from 10.05-
10.10 (ASMS). 
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28. MARSH HARRIER  Circus aeruginous 
A scarce passage migrant, rare winter visitor (10) 
 
A female type circled low over East Marsh then flew off SE at 08.45 on Jan 27th (AGV). This is the 
first time this species has been recorded in winter at the reservoir. 
 
 

29. SPARROWHAWK  Accipiter nisus 
A breeding resident 
 
No breeding activity was noted this year, perhaps this was due to the exceptionally cold spring 
weather. This is the second year in a row that no young have been recorded. Four autumn 
migrants were seen flying over, on Sept 27th, Oct 25th and Nov 14th & 19th. 
 
 

30. COMMON BUZZARD  Buteo buteo 
A passage migrant and occasional winter visitor 
 
A total of 21 were recorded this year, two more than last year but still short of the record 35 in 
2011. As usual most were in spring with one in March, 13 in April (including three on 27th & 28th) 
and three in May. There were two in June but the autumn passage was poor with singles on July 
7th and Aug 31st. 
 

 
 
 

31. KESTREL  Falco tinnunculus 
Resident, former breeder 
 
Yet again there was no evidence of breeding. A 
male was regularly seen around Shrike Field 
during the first half of the year and occasionally 
over the Dump. A female was seen on just two 
dates: Apr 27th and July 20th and there were a 
few unsexed records. 
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32. HOBBY  Falco subbuteo 
A non-breeding summer visitor 
 
Recorded on just nine dates this year compared to 21 last year. Singles were seen in spring on 
May 9th and 26th while in autumn all records were between Aug 17th and Oct 5th. 
 
 

33. PEREGRINE  Falco peregrinus 
An occasional visitor 
 
Recorded on 12 dates this year (15 in 2012). For the first time ever Peregrine was seen more 
times than Hobby and this is likely to be due to a pair in the vicinity of the reservoir as both male 
and female were seen again this year. Most sightings were over the Dump and a male was seen 
flying over carrying prey on Nov 9th. 
 
 

34. WATER RAIL  Rallus aquaticus 
A winter visitor 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

4 3 3 1 0 0 0 0 1 3 4 7 

 
The highest count in the first winter period was four on Jan 17th with the last one seen on the 
relatively late date of Apr 18th. The first returning bird was on Sept 1st and numbers built up to a 
maximum of seven on Dec 14th. 
 
 

35. MOORHEN  Gallinula chloropus 
A common breeding resident 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

47 37 48 28 21 15 14 33 56 75 58 57 

 
The highest count of the year was 75 on Oct 16th; no breeding counts were made. 
 
 

36. COOT  Fulica atra 
A common breeding resident with an influx in autumn 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

521 232 154 109 121 207 411 484 706 705 583 681 

 
The peak counts this year were in autumn with 706 on Sept 22nd and 705 on Oct 16th whereas 
last year the peak counts were at least 800 in both winter periods. A total of 18 nests were 
counted. 
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18 species of wader were seen in 2013 compared to 19 the previous year. The monthly chart 
above shows the unusually high number seen in January which was due to wintry weather. 
 
 

37. OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus ostralegus 
An occasional visitor  
 
The only record was on July 20th; it dropped in from high over the Dump and flew towards the 
main reservoir at 10.20 but flew off S without landing (ASMS). 
 
 

38. AVOCET Recurvirostra avosetta 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
One was present in East Marsh on Mar 21st (SL). This was the fifth record since 2000. 
 
 

39. LITTLE RINGED PLOVER  Charadrius dubius 
A regular passage migrant, occasional breeder 
 
The first of spring was on the early date of Mar 24th and there was a second March migrant on 
30th. There were only two in April but were more regular from May onwards with some birds 
staying and displaying but no breeding attempt was made. The peak counts were in July with a 
maximum of seven on 20th and the last migrant was seen on Aug 21st. 
 
 

40. RINGED PLOVER  Charadrius hiaticula 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
Unlike previous years there were none in spring. There were two singles in August, on 15th for five 
minutes (AGV) and on 19th (CG). 
 
 

41. GOLDEN PLOVER  Pluvialis apricaria 
A scarce winter visitor 
 
Two flocks flew over heading S in cold weather on Jan 19th: 45 at 10.25 and 20 at 10.40 (ASMS, 
AGV). A flock of 60 flew W on Dec 15th, the largest flock ever recorded at Brent (ASMS). 
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42. LAPWING  Vanellus vanellus 
Almost resident, breeding attempted recently 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

13 4 183 - - 2 3 3 2 6 20 1 

 
Present for much of the year in East Marsh with occasional flocks also recorded. The largest count 
on the deck was 13 on Jan 26th and the heaviest passage occurred on Mar 9th when a total of 181 
flew over (in five flocks) in addition to two resident birds on the rafts. There were no signs of 
breeding activity. A solitary Lapwing took up residence from June 29th to the end of the year. 
 
 

43. KNOT  Calidris canutus  
A rare migrant 
 
One flew around East Marsh during snow on Jan 20th (RB, FS).  
 
 

44. DUNLIN  Calidris alpina 
An occasional visitor 
 
There were six records this year compared to three in 2012. One landed on the rafts during snow 
on Jan 20th; there were two on Mar 22nd; two feeding in East Marsh on Apr 1st were joined by two 
more before all flying off; five were seen on May 4th (a single and two pairs); and singles were 
seen on Aug 6th and 23rd. 
 
 

45. RUFF Philomachus pugnax  
A scarce passage migrant 
 
There were three records this year, the most since 2009 when there were also three. A flock of 20 
flew up the reservoir, past the hide and off E on Aug 25th (MR); this is the largest flock ever seen 
at the reservoir. A long-staying juvenile was seen in East Marsh from Sept 2nd-14th (AGV) and 
one was recorded on the autumn vis-mig flying SW low over the Dump on Nov 6th (AGV). 
 
 

46. JACK SNIPE  Lymnocryptes minimus 
A scarce winter visitor 

 
One bird was probably for 
many sightings in East 
Marsh, typically on the 
island from Heron Hide 
between Sept 29th and 
Dec 8th (RB et al). 
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47. COMMON SNIPE  Gallinago gallinago 
A regular winter visitor 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

31 29 18 20 0 0 1 6 9 17 19 35 

 
Numbers were higher in both winter periods than in 2012 but were around average for recent 
years. The peak counts were 31 on Jan 26th and 35 on Dec 3rd. The first returning bird in autumn 
was on July 21st, exactly the same date as last year. 
 
 

48. WOODCOCK  Scolopax rusticola 
A scarce visitor 
 
Seven birds were seen this year, probably the most sightings ever in a year. Singles were flushed 
from Leo’s Copse on Jan 25th and Mar 31st; one flew under Cool Oak Lane Bridge on Mar 4th and 
two were seen on Apr 7th. In autumn singles were seen on Oct 19th and Nov 27th. 
 
 

49. WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
After the glut of records last year there was a return to more normal levels with just one sighting 
when one bird flew around East Marsh several times without landing then flew off E at 08.20 on 
Apr 13th (ASMS). It was the 
earliest spring record at Brent.  
 
 

50. COMMON SANDPIPER 
Actitis hypoleucos 
A common passage migrant 
 
The first spring migrants were 
four on Apr 14th, a week earlier 
than last year; it was also the 
highest count of spring. In 
autumn, present regularly from 
mid-July through to September 
with the last on the relatively 
late date of Oct 6th; the peak 
count was 11 on July 24th. 
 

 
 
 
51. GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus 
A passage migrant and regular winter visitor 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

3 1 1 3 0 2 6 10 5 3 2 2 

 
This species has recently become more regular in winter and three were present in January and 
one in February. Migrants were seen on Mar 18th and on four dates in April. The first of autumn 



Welsh Harp Report 2013 

19 
 

was on June 16th and then sightings were almost daily until the end of the year with a new record 
count of ten on Aug 14th (DT, RB, JCG). 
 

 
52. GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia 
A passage migrant 
 
There were no spring records with the first being seen on July 7th. This was followed by a series of 
sightings in August between 10th and 23rd, possibly relating to one long-staying individual with two 
on 19th. 
 
 

53. REDSHANK Tringa totanus 
An occasional visitor 
 
Three records this year was fairly typical for recent years. Singles were seen on Mar 9th, July 10th 
and Aug 12th. 
 
 

54. TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres 
A scarce visitor 
 
Recorded for the second year in a row – one flew over during snow at 08.25 on a day of 
considerable wader passage on Jan 20th (ASMS). 
 
 

55. KITTIWAKE  
Rissa tridactyla 
A scarce visitor 
 
An adult flew in at 11.10 on Apr 
6th (ASMS). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

56. BLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus 
A common winter visitor 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

700 900 400 1 17 - 135 431 143 248 486 448 

 
The highest count was c900 on Feb 16th. Wintering birds remained several weeks later than usual 
this year due to the wintry weather continuing into April but all adults had departed by Apr 13th. 
 
 

57. MEDITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus 
A scarce visitor 
 
After a year’s absence of records, there were three sightings this year: a juvenile on Aug 26th 
(ASMS) and an adult on Nov 12th and 17th (RB), possibly the returning bird of previous winters. 
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58. COMMON GULL Larus canus 
A common winter visitor 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

23 220+ 39 1 0 0 1 0 3 11 15 170 

 
The peak counts were again unremarkable with 220+ on Feb 9th and 170 on Dec 14th.  
 
 

59. LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus 
A breeding resident 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

7 4 6 14 17 12 6 31 15 9 5 19 

 
A record four pairs attempted to breed this year although only three pairs hatched young and just 
one brood fledged. The highest count was 31 on Aug 18th. 
 
 

60. HERRING GULL Larus argentatus 
A regular visitor, breeds near the reservoir 
 
Monthly Maxima as follows:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

5 1 5 3 20 4 27 5 1 4 18 12 

The peak count was 27 on July 27th, considerably down on last year’s peak of 63. 
 
 

61. GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus 
An occasional visitor 
 
The regular pair of adults were seen twice in April, including mating on a raft on the 21st. The 
same day a third bird stole a dead Roach from a pair of Lesser Black-backed Gulls. There were 
also various sightings of single birds during the year. 
 
 

62. COMMON TERN Sterna hirundo 
A breeding summer migrant 
 
Due to the cold start to spring Common Terns were late in returning with only four present on Apr 
30th. Numbers increased slowly during May peaking at 33 on the 12th. However no courtship was 
observed until June and it was thought this due to a lack of fry in the reservoir and nearby water-
bodies. Around three or four pairs began to nest in mid-June but soon abandoned the attempt; this 
was the first breeding failure since the colony first formed in 1983. 
 
 

63. ARCTIC TERN Sterna paradisaea 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
A flock of eight flew in from the East at 07.55 on May 4th (ASMS). 
 
 
 



Welsh Harp Report 2013 

21 
 

64. FERAL ROCK DOVE Columba livia 
A common breeding resident 
 
Present throughout the year, the only count was 76 on Dec 14th. 
 
 

65. STOCK DOVE Columba oenas 
A breeding resident 
 
There were two territories this year: in the churchyard and in East Marsh. In autumn a total of 59 
were recorded flying over between Sept 29th and Nov 27th with a peak of 12 on Oct 30th. 
 
 

66. WOODPIGEON Columba palumbus 
A common breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
A record year for Woodpigeons during the autumn visible migration with a total of 53,414 counted 
between Oct 24th and Nov 27th (ASMS, AGV). This included day counts of 15,100 on Nov 3rd and 
10,525 on Nov 10th.  
 
 

67. COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto 
A breeding resident 
 
Present throughout the year; a record count of 20 in one tree near Silver Jubilee Park was made 
on Mar 1st (PS). 
 
 

68. TURTLE DOVE Streptopelia turtur 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
One flew S over the North Bank on Aug 25th at 16.10 (ASMS). 
 
 

69. RING-NECKED PARAKEET Psittacula krameri 
Resident, probably breeding 
 
Present all year; there was a regular pre-roost build up most evenings behind the dam before they 
departed just before dusk to the main roost at Wormwood Scrubs. 
 
 

70. TAWNY OWL Strix aluco 
A breeding resident 
 
There were several records during the year indicating at least two territories, in Leo’s Copse and 
around the old swings. 
 
 

71. SWIFT Apus apus 
A common breeding summer migrant 
 
Recorded between Apr 21st and Sept 18th; the highest count was c800 on June 9th. One seen on 
May 4th had a white face while another leucistic bird with white patches and a white rump on July 
3rd may have been the same bird noted in previous years. 
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72. KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis 
A breeding resident 
 
Regularly recorded throughout the year but no 
breeding activity noted. 
 
 

73. HOOPOE Upupa epops 
A rare visitor (3) 
 
One flew North past a packed Main Hide at 
09.25 on Apr 21st but was not seen again 
despite searching (RB et al). This was just the 
third record following ones in 1865 and 1963. 

 
 
74. GREEN WOODPECKER Picus viridis 
A breeding resident 
 
Present throughout the year with a record count of 11 on Aug 26th (AH). 
 
 

75. GREAT SPOTTED 
WOODPECKER 

Dendrocopos major 
A breeding resident 
 
One pair bred by the cricket 
pitch and four were recorded 
flying over during the autumn 
visible migration season on 
Sept 21st, Oct 5th and Nov 
6th & 22nd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

76. LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos minor 
An occasional visitor, former breeder 
 
One was heard calling by the old swings on Apr 13th and 20th (MR et al). 
 
 

77. SKYLARK  Alauda arvensis 
A passage migrant and occasional winter visitor, former breeder 
 
The only records in the first half of the year were singles flying over on Jan 20th & 26th and Apr 
6th. During the autumn visible migration season a total of only seven were recorded between Oct 
16th and Nov 22nd compared to 25 last year. 
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78. SAND MARTIN  Riparia riparia 
A common passage migrant and recent breeder 
 
The first one was on the relatively late date of Apr 8th and the spring passage was low with a peak 
of just eight on Apr 13th. In contrast there was a good showing on the autumn viz-mig with a total 
of 68 between Aug 10th and Sept 20th (78 last year). There were no breeding birds this year. 
 
 

79. SWALLOW  Hirundo rustica 
A common passage migrant 
 
Spring passage was late and far fewer birds were seen compared to last year; migrants were 
recorded between Apr 12th and June 8th with a peak of 43 on May 18th. In autumn a total of 631 
were counted from Aug 17th to Oct 15th with a peak of 253 on Sept 23rd; both counts were the 
highest since 1999. 
 
 

80. HOUSE MARTIN  Delichon urbicum 
A common summer visitor, breeds adjacent to the reservoir. 
 
The first spring migrant was on Apr 14th, just one day later than last year. The breeding colony on 
West Hendon Broadway wasn’t counted this year but was thought to be around 50 pairs. A total of  
780 were recorded in autumn between Aug 18th and Sept 23rd, considerably down on last year’s 
total of 1,359; the peak was 103 on Sept 13th. 
 
 

81. TREE PIPIT  Anthus trivialis 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
Two were seen this year, one in spring and one in autumn. One landed on trees in the Shrike Field 
on Apr 16th (ASMS, AGV), the earliest date recorded at Brent, and one landed on the Magic Tree 
on the Dump on Aug 18th (ASMS, AGV); sadly this tree died and fell over in early 2014. 
 
 

82. MEADOW PIPIT  Anthus pratensis 
A common passage migrant and occasional winter visitor 
 
The first of the year was during snow on Jan 20th. Only a few others were recorded during the first 
half of the year except on Mar 25th when at least 50 were in the Shrike Field. In autumn a total of 
191 were counted between Sept 10th and Nov 24th, not far short of last year’s total of 202. 
 
 

83. ROCK PIPIT  Anthus petrosus 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
There were two records this year, for the first time since 1998. One was heard calling from the 
main hide on Mar 10th (ASMS, AGV) and one flew North over the Dump on Oct 6th, the earliest 
autumn record by one day (ASMS, AGV). 
 
 

84. YELLOW WAGTAIL  Motacilla flava 
A passage migrant 
 
There were four in spring from Apr 20th-27th, all singles apart from two on Apr 26th. Seven were 
recorded in autumn between Aug 3rd and Sept 17th, a return to more typical numbers after last 
year’s impressive total of 36; the peak count was two on Sept 1st. 
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85. GREY WAGTAIL  Motacilla cinerea 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
One pair bred again in East Marsh. In autumn a total of 12 migrants were counted flying over 
between Sept 5th and Nov 2nd.  
 
 

86. PIED WAGTAIL  Motacilla alba 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
One pair raised two broods in East Marsh; these were joined by other young birds as there were 
nine juveniles on the mud on Aug 10th. On the autumn viz-mig a total of 73 were recorded 
between Sept 19th and Nov 20th with a peak of nine on Oct 8th, lower than last year’s particularly 
high count. Two White Wagtails M.a. alba were seen on Apr 27th (AGV, ASMS). 
 
 

87. WAXWING  Bombycilla garrulus 
A rare winter visitor 
 
Following on from the two records in December 2012, two flew over Woolmead Ave on Jan 19th 
(RB) and two flocks (10 & 62) flew North over East Marsh on Mar 9th (ASMS, AGV). These are the 
13th-15th records at Brent. 
 
 

88. WREN  Troglodytes troglodytes 
A common breeding resident 
 
Present throughout the year, family parties were seen on the North and South banks. 
 
 

89. DUNNOCK  Prunella modularis 
A common breeding resident 
 
Present throughout the year, several juveniles were seen on the North Bank on July 14th. 
 
 

90. ROBIN  Erithacus rubecula 
A common breeding resident  
 
Present throughout the year but only noted in the logbook on the Spring and Autumn Bird Counts. 
 
 

91. NIGHTINGALE  Luscinia megarhynchos 
A scarce passage migrant, former breeder 
 
One sang briefly in North Marsh on June 9th (SGP). 
 
 

92. COMMON REDSTART  Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
There was a notable influx of Redstarts across London on Apr 16th and an afternoon search found 
one on the South Bank of the reservoir (ASMS). A late spring migrant was seen on June 9th 
(SGP). There was one autumn record on the Dump on Sept 3rd (AGV). 
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93. WHINCHAT  Saxicola rubetra 
A passage migrant 
 
As last year, there were two in autumn, on Sept 17th-18th on the Bunds (AGV) and on Sept 20th 
on the Dump (AGV). 

 

94. WHEATEAR  Oenanthe oenanthe 
A passage migrant 
 
A total of 14 were seen, two more than last year. 
Due to inclement weather, spring migrants didn’t 
arrive until Apr 15th when six were found during the 
afternoon. Three more arrived over the next two 
days with another three singles on consecutive 
days from Apr 25th-27th, the latter probably being 
a female of the Greenland race. In autumn singles 
were seen on Sept 4th and 9th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

95. RING OUZEL  Turdus torquatus 
A scarce passage migrant 
 
Like last year, the only record was in autumn when a male flew SW low over the Dump on Oct 14th 
at 08.46 (AGV). 
 
 

96. BLACKBIRD  Turdus merula 
A common breeding resident 
 
Present throughout the year. In autumn just 15 were recorded on visible migration between Nov 
8th and 22nd compared to a total of 67 last year. 
 
 

97. FIELDFARE  Turdus pilaris 
A winter visitor 
 
Apart from 49 birds that flew over 
on Jan 19th, most records during 
the first four months of the year 
relate to a flock in Woodfield Park 
of up to 31 birds seen between Jan 
26th and Apr 10th. The last of 
spring was on Apr 14th. The 
autumn passage was relatively 
poor with just 215 birds recorded 
between Oct 10th and Nov 30th, 
compared to 1,802 the previous 
year. 
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98. SONG THRUSH  Turdus philomelos 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
A good count of 22 birds singing was made on Feb 17th; perhaps some of these were wintering 
birds as there were only 17 territories in the breeding season. Towards the end of the year nine 
were singing on Dec 25th. During the autumn visible migration period 156 migrants were counted 
flying over between Sept 28th and Nov 28th with a peak of 12 on Oct 12th; this was almost double 
last year’s total of 80 birds. 
 
 

99. REDWING  Turdus iliacus 
A common winter visitor 
 
No more than 20 were seen on any day during the first half of the year with the last seven birds 
being seen on Apr 12th.  On the autumn viz-mig a total of 2,164 were recorded between Sept 29th 
and Nov 30th, similar to last year’s count of 2,099. More than half of these were seen on two 
consecutive days: 753 on Oct 10th and 360 the following day. 

 
 
100. MISTLE THRUSH  Turdus viscivorus 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
One pair nested in Woodfield Park. In autumn a total of 22 birds were counted flying over between 
Sept 16th and Nov 25th compared to 114 in 2012; the peak passage was six on Oct 7th. 
 
 

101. GRASSHOPPER WARBLER  Locustella naevia 
A breeding summer migrant 
 
One was heard singing in the Shrike Field early morning only on the Spring Birdcount on Apr 28th 
(ASMS); this was the first record since 2009 when one was seen in the same place in autumn.  
 
 

102. SEDGE WARBLER  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
A breeding summer migrant 
 
Recorded between Apr 20th and Sept 13th. The breeding population has decreased recently and 
the peak count was just three singing birds. Breeding was proved with two juveniles seen on June 
30th. 
  
 

103. REED WARBLER  Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
A common breeding summer migrant 
 
Recorded between Apr 20th and Sept 28th; no counts of breeding territories were made this year 
and the highest count was ten birds on Aug 6th. 
 
 

104. BLACKCAP  Sylvia atricapilla 
A common breeding summer migrant and occasional winter visitor 
 
The only winter records were single birds in a garden on Fryent Crescent on Jan 16th and by the 
main hide on Dec 26th. The first singing bird was on the late date of Apr 6th (compared to last year 
when 13 were singing on Mar 31st). There was a slow build up during April with ten on the 20th 
and the peak count was 27 singing on Apr 25th. The highest count in autumn was 15 on Aug 17th. 
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105. GARDEN WARBLER  Sylvia borin 
A breeding summer migrant 
 
Recorded between Apr 21st and Aug 14th; there were four breeding territories compared to six last 
year. 
 
 

106. LESSER WHITETHROAT  Sylvia curruca 
A breeding summer migrant 
 
Recorded between Apr 22nd and Sept 4th; there were three singing on Apr 26th and 27th. Two 
singing on the South Bank on June 
4th were presumably on territory. 
The highest count in autumn was 
three on Aug 23rd. 
 
 

107. COMMON WHITETHROAT   
Sylvia communis 
A common breeding summer 
migrant 
 
Recorded between Apr 16th and 
Sept 8th; the peak count of singing 
males was 16 on Apr 25th. A family 
party was seen on the North Bank 
and the highest count in autumn was 
25 on Aug 17th. 
 

 
108. WOOD WARBLER 
Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
A scarce passage migrant (8) 
 
One was seen briefly in the School Hedge with several migrant Willow Warblers mid-morning on 
Aug 3rd (RB, JCG); however the flock quickly moved on and could not be relocated. This was just 
the eighth bird to be seen at Brent and the first since a singing bird on Apr 27th, 2006. 
 
 

109. CHIFFCHAFF  Phylloscopus collybita 
A breeding summer migrant and occasional winter visitor 
 
The only winter record at the start of the year was on Jan 11th. The first spring migrant was on Mar 
24th and most birds were late in returning due to the late finish of winter. By Apr 13th there were 
still only three singing birds; by comparison there were 13 singing males on Mar 24th last year. The 
peak count was 11 singing on Apr 25th. In autumn the highest counts were 17 on Aug 17th and 25 
on Aug 31st. At least two birds were present in November and December. 
 
 

110. WILLOW WARBLER  Phylloscopus trochilus 
A passage migrant, former breeder 
 
The first migrant was on Apr 15th, ten days later than last year. The peak count in spring was five 
singing on Apr 27th, none of which remained on territory. Autumn migrants were recorded between 
Aug 3rd and Sept 8th with a maximum of seven on Aug 17th.   
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111. GOLDCREST  Regulus regulus 
A breeding resident, higher numbers in 
winter 
 
Present all year, the highest count was 
seven on Dec 26th.  
 
 

112. SPOTTED FLYCATCHER  
Muscicapa striata 
A passage migrant, former breeder 
 
Only two single birds were seen this year, 
on Aug 27th and 31st (AGV). 
  
 

113. BEARDED TIT   
Panurus biarmicus 
A scarce winter visitor 
 
The over-wintering male in East Marsh 
that was first heard on Nov 18th 2012 
remained until Feb 9th; it was most often seen from Heron Hide although it was fairly elusive at 
times. 
 
 

114. LONG-TAILED TIT  Aegithalos caudatus 
A common breeding resident 
 
Present all year with at least eight breeding territories. Two family parties were seen on North Bank 
with others on South Bank, behind the dam and at the Cycle Track. 
 
 

115. BLUE TIT  Cyanistes caeruleus 
A common breeding resident 
 
Present throughout the year; a record count of 74 was made on Dec 26th (ASMS). 
  
 

116. GREAT TIT  Parus major 
A common breeding resident 
 
Present all year; family parties were recorded on the North Bank and the Slope. A count of 51 on 
Dec 26th was a site record (ASMS). 
 
 

117. COAL TIT  Parus ater 
A breeding resident 
 
During the breeding season recorded in the conifer plantation, East Marsh and behind the dam; 
breeding was confirmed at the latter location when a juvenile was seen on June 12th. The highest 
count was four on Dec 26th. 
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118. NUTHATCH  Sitta europaea 
A scarce visitor 
 
The only record was one calling in trees behind the Main Hide on June 30th (ASMS, AGV). 
 
 

119. JAY  Garrulus garrulus 
A breeding resident 
 
Present throughout the year; unlike last year none were recorded flying over in autumn. 
 

 
 
120. MAGPIE  Pica pica 
A common breeding resident 
 
There was a regular roost in the sallow bushes behind the dam with 34 counted on Jan 12th. The 
only other concentration was of 20 at a ‘Magpie Wedding’ in one tree by the Top Pitch. 
 
 

121. JACKDAW  Corvus monedula 
A passage migrant and regular visitor 
 
Present for much of the year with at least one resident around West Hendon Playing Fields; two 
birds seen in trees by the Bowling Green on June 22nd hints at a possible breeding pair. Small 
numbers were seen flying over in spring, right through to mid-June. The autumn migration was 
relatively quiet with just 85 birds noted flying over between Sept 7th and Nov 29th, compared to 
272 last year. The winter roost in North Marsh continues to increase and a record count of 130+ 
were seen flying off at first light on Oct 22nd (AGV). 



Welsh Harp Report 2013 

30 
 

122. ROOK  Corvus frugilegus 
An occasional visitor 
 
There were two records this year: one flew SE on Apr 6th (AGV, ASMS), a date of considerable 
overhead passage, and three flew S on Oct 24th (AGV). 
  
 

123. CARRION CROW  Corvus corone 
A common breeding resident. 
 
Present all year with the highest numbers being on West Hendon Playing Fields. 
 
 

124. STARLING  Sturnus vulgaris 
A common breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
A flock of 250 flew E on Apr 6th; this is the first time that a sizable count has been made in spring 
and was on the same day that a large movement of Chaffinches was also noted. In autumn a total 
of 4,490 was recorded on the autumn viz-mig between Aug 26th and Nov 30th; this compares to 
last year’s record total of 5,711. The peak count was 405 on Oct 25th. 
 
 

125. HOUSE SPARROW  Passer domesticus 
A common breeding resident 
 
Present throughout but rarely noted in the logbook; the only count was 20 in gardens by Silver 
Jubilee Park on Dec 14th. 
  
 

126. CHAFFINCH  Fringilla coelebs 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
There was an unprecedented large passage of 397 birds flying E on Apr 6th (ASMS); the previous 
highest count in spring was just ten. In autumn a total of 621 were recorded on the viz-mig counts 
between Aug 21st and Nov 13th compared to last year’s record of 3,041. The peak count was 34 
on Nov 13th. 
  
 

127. BRAMBLING  Fringilla montifringilla 
A scarce passage migrant and occasional winter visitor 
 
Only five were recorded during the autumn viz-mig season: singles on Oct 24th, 25th and Nov 9th 
with two on Nov 13th (AGV, ASMS). 
 
 

128. GREENFINCH  Fringilla chloris 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
In autumn a record total of 823 were recorded flying over between Aug 11th and Nov 28th with a 
peak of 58 on Oct 5th (AGV, ASMS). Unusually, it took the title of most numerous finch in autumn 
away from Chaffinch. 
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129. GOLDFINCH  Carduelis carduelis 
A breeding resident and passage migrant 
 
On the autumn viz-mig a total of 107 were recorded between Aug 10th and Nov 29th with a peak of 
just seven on Aug 10th; this compares to a total of 477 last year. 
 
 

130. SISKIN  Carduelis spinus 
A passage migrant and occasional winter visitor 
 
In January up to five were seen on alders along the North Bank on a couple of occasions. A flock 
of 14 flew over on Feb 9th and one flew over on Apr 6th. There were very few recorded during 
autumn with a total of just 23 between Sept 21st and Nov 21st; this compares to 215 last year. 
 
 

131. LINNET  Carduelis cannabina 
A passage migrant and occasional winter visitor, former breeder 
 
In spring singles were seen flying over on Apr 20th and 27th. A pair was seen by the path to the 
hides on May 1st and singles were seen on May 5th and 19th. On the autumn viz-mig a total of just 
23 were recorded between Sept 30th and Nov 14th. 
  
 

132. LESSER REDPOLL  Carduelis cabaret 
A passage migrant and occasional winter visitor, former breeder 
 
Regularly seen in the first three months of the year with flocks of up to 15, mostly in the trees in 
East Marsh. A few were noted flying over in spring with the last one being on Apr 21st. Like most 
other finches, they were much scarcer in autumn compared to last year with a total of only 18 
recorded between Oct 22nd and Nov 23rd (243 in 2012). 
 
 

133. BULLFINCH  Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
A breeding resident and scarce passage migrant 
 
The highest count was five on Apr 7th, a pair around the Cycle Track and three on North Bank, 
probably representing two breeding pairs. A juvenile was seen on the Dump on Aug 17th. Three 
were on the South Bank on Dec 26th. 
 
 

134. HAWFINCH  Coccothraustes coccothraustes 
A rare visitor (3) 
 
One was seen flying W over the Dump during the autumn viz-mig watch at 07.20 on Oct 8th 
(ASMS, AGV). This was just the third record following autumn flyovers in 1991 and 2008. 
 
 

135. REED BUNTING  Emberiza schoeniclus 
A breeding partial migrant, occasional in winter 
 
There were probably two breeding pairs; a pair was seen nest-building on the North Bank and a 
juvenile was watched being fed in East Marsh.  
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First and Last Dates of Regular Migrants 2013 

 
 
Summer Migrants  Arrival                                 Departure 
Hobby    May 9  (AGV)   Oct 5  (AGV) 
Little Ringed Plover  Mar 24  (RB)   Aug 21  (DT) 
Common Sandpiper  Apr 14  (ASMS)  Oct 6  (ASMS, AGV) 
Common Tern   Apr 14  (ASMS)  Aug 31  (ASMS) 
Swift    Apr 21  (ASMS)  Sept 18 (AGV) 
Sand Martin   Apr 8  (AGV)   Sept 20 (AGV) 
Swallow   Apr 12  (AGV)   Oct 15  (ASMS, AGV) 
House Martin   Apr 14  (ASMS)  Sept 23 (AGV) 
Yellow Wagtail  Apr 20  (ASMS)  Sept 17 (AGV) 
Wheatear   Apr 15  (AGV)   Sept 9  (DT) 
Sedge Warbler  Apr 20  (SL)   Sept 13 (AGV) 
Reed Warbler   Apr 20  (ASMS)  Sept 28 (AGV) 
Lesser Whitethroat  Apr 22  (ASMS)  Sept 4  (RB) 
Common Whitethroat  Apr 16  (ASMS)  Sept 8  (AGV) 
Garden Warbler  Apr 21  (JC)   Aug 14  (DT) 
Willow Warbler  Apr 15  (AGV)   Sept 8  (AH) 
 
 
Winter Migrants  Departure               Arrival 
Water Rail   Apr 18  (AGV)   Sept 1  (ASMS, AGV) 
Common Snipe  Apr 25  (ASMS)  July 21  (ASMS) 
Fieldfare   Apr 14  (ASMS)  Oct 10  (AGV) 
Redwing   Apr 12  (SL)   Oct 10  (AGV) 
Siskin    Apr 6  (ASMS)  Sept 21 (AGV) 
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Autumn Visible Migration at Brent Reservoir 

 
There was coverage during the autumn visible migration season at Brent Reservoir on 103 days 
between August 3rd and November 30th (compared to 97 days in 2012). The total number of birds 
recorded in 2013 was a record 64,442, almost three times as many as last year (23,279). This was 
mainly due to ideal conditions for Woodpigeons which were also seen in record numbers. 
 
Almost all the observations were recorded on the Dump with most watches commencing at dawn. 
For several counts in early November a second vantage point on the North Bank was utilised to 
count the Woodpigeons moving along a more southerly route that was not visible from the Dump. 
 
The number of days per month watched was: 18 in August, 28 in September, 27 in October and 30 
in November. Over 2,000 birds were counted on eight days (three in 2012) between October 29th 
and November 13th with a record day count of 15,197 on November 3rd. 
 
There was another record number of species this year with 43, three more than last year. The 
highlights were Red Kite on August 3rd, a flock of 20 Ruff and a Turtle Dove on August 25th, Rock 
Pipit in October 6th, Hawfinch on October 8th and Ring Ouzel on October 14th. 

 
The following table shows the daily totals for the whole season; the busiest period was between 
October 29th and November 13th when over 54,000 birds were counted, 85% of the total. This was 
the main period of the Woodpigeon passage. 
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Species totals  
The top ten species are shown in the following chart. Several species were significantly down on 
last year’s totals, notably Chaffinch, Fieldfare, Starling and House Martin with a combined 
decrease of over 5,800. 
 
 

Top 10 species in 2013    
  2013 totals 2012 totals Difference 

1 (1)  Woodpigeon  53,414 5,952 +47,462 

2 (2)  Starling  4,490 5,711 -1,221 

3 (4) Redwing 2,164 2,099 +65 

4 (7) Greenfinch  823 606 +217 

5 (6) House Martin 780 1,359 -579 

6 (9) Swallow 631 418 +213 

7 (3) Chaffinch  621 3,041 -2,420 

8 (19)  Sand Martin 268 78 +190 

9 (5)  Fieldfare  215 1,802 -1,587 

10 (13) Meadow Pipit 191 202 -11 

 
 
Woodpigeons dominated the 2013 season with 85% of the total number of birds recorded 
(compared to only 25% of the total in 2012). The two species that dropped out of the top ten were 
Goldfinch and Jackdaw. 
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OTHER WILDLIFE 
 
 
Butterflies 
 
 First seen Last seen Weeks seen 

on transect (26) 
Highest count 

Small Skipper July 6th July 27th 4 12 on July 13th 

Essex Skipper July 21st July 27th 2 3 on July 21st 

Large Skipper June 25th July 13th 3 5 on two dates 

Brimstone Apr 14th Apr 21st 1 4 on Apr 14th 

Large White June 2nd Sept 18th 12 18 on Aug 6th 

Small White Apr 21st Aug 25th 8 5 on Aug 6th 

Green-veined White Apr 25th Sept 25th 14 18 on Sept 4th 

Orange Tip Apr 25th June 2nd 5 4 on May 19th 

Purple Hairstreak July 21st Aug 6th 4 5 on July 27th 

White-letter Hairstreak July 13th July 21st 2 3 on July 13th 

Small Copper Sept 25th - 1 1 on Sept 25th 

Common Blue June 8th Oct 8th 5 3 on June 16th 

Holly Blue Apr 30th Aug 6th 3 2 on Apr 30th 

Red Admiral June 30th Sept 4th 0 1 on two dates 

Painted Lady July 27th - 0 1 on July 27th 

Small Tortoiseshell Apr 14th July 13th 4 5 on Apr 25th 

Peacock Apr 14th July 24th 6 4 on Apr 30th 

Comma Apr 16th Aug 4th 8 5 on Apr 30th 

Marbled White July 6th July 27th 4 30 on July 13th 

Speckled Wood Apr 21st Sept 25th 18 7 on Aug 25th 

Ringlet July 6th Aug 4th 5 52 on July 14th 

Meadow Brown June 29th Sept 4th 10 29 on July 21st 

Gatekeeper July 11th Aug 6th 5 89 on July 21st 

  
Spring was very late to arrive this year and the first butterflies did not emerge until April 14th, six 
weeks later than last year. Both Marbled White and Ringlet were located in the grassland at the 
bottom of the cricket pitch, pointing to an expansion of their range at the reservoir. There was a 
third brood of Common Blue this year with one seen on October 8th, the latest date ever recorded 
at the reservoir and the last butterfly of the year. 
 

 
Moths 
 
Three new moths were added to the 
Brent list bringing the total list to 318: 
Light Orange Underwing, Nettle-tap 
and Chequered Pearl. A total of 26 
species was recorded during the year 
despite no trapping take place. A 
Mother Shipton was seen on June 
23rd. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Light Orange Underwing 
(Andrew Self) 
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Dragonflies 
 
The only species recorded this year were Common Blue Damselfly, Large Red Damselfly, 
Emperor, Black-tailed Skimmer, Migrant Hawker, Common Darter 
 

 
Bees 
 
The Bee list at Brent consists of the following seven species: Buff-tailed Bumblebee, White-tailed 
Bumblebee, Tree Bumblebee, Red-tailed Bumblebee, European Honey Bee, Gypsy Cuckoo 
Bumblebee and Leaf-cutter Bee (photos below by Andrew Self). 
 

  
Gypsy Cuckoo Bumblebee    Leafcutter Bee 
 

  
Red-tailed Bumblebee    Tree Bumblebee 
 

Mammals 
 
The following species were recorded this year: Fox, Grey Squirrel, Brown Rat, Short-tailed Vole, 
Noctule, Leisler’s Bat, Common Pipistrelle and Soprano Pipistrelle. 
 

Reptiles & Amphibians 
 
At least five pairs of mating Toads were seen in the Bomb Crater Pond on April 16th. Four Red-
eared Terrapins were in East Marsh on April 25th. 
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Butterfly Transect 2001-2013 
 
A butterfly transect has been conducted at Brent Reservoir every year since 2001. The transect is 
a fixed route that is walked every week (whenever possible) between April and September. All 
butterflies are counted that are within five metres of the route. The route begins by Cool Oak Lane 
bridge and ends at the northwest side of the Oakwood, see below. There was a minor change to 
the route in 2013 which now goes down the eastern side of the cricket pitch. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Since the transect started in 2000 there have been two peak counts over 1,400 – in 2003 and 
2005. After the latter peak there has been a significant decline with an average of 757 butterflies 
counted annually over the last four years. The weather affects the total number of each species, 
e.g. the UK’s highest temperature was set during the hot summer of 2003 which was one of the 
peak years while 2013 was notable for the cold winter weather continuing throughout April and had 
the lowest numbers since the first year of the transect. 
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Small Skipper        DECLINING 
 

 
 
The peak was 125 in 2003, closely followed by 199 in 2007. Since then there has been a large 
decline for this grassland species with an average of 40 over the last five years. Recorded flying in 
nine weeks from mid-June to early August with the highest numbers in the first half of July. 
 

 
 
Essex Skipper        DECLINING 
 

 
 
Apart from one bumper year, in 2002 when 54 were counted, Essex Skipper is considerably rarer 
than the previous species and failed to be recorded at all during 2012. Only recorded flying in five 
weeks from the last week of June through to the fourth week of July with a peak in mid-July. 
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Large Skipper        DECLINING 
 

 
 
The peak year was in 2003 when 87 
were logged. Since then there has 
been a dramatic decline with less 
than ten seen in each of the last two 
years. It emerges around three weeks 
earlier than Small Skipper and has 
been recorded flying in nine weeks 
from mid-May to mid-July with the 
peak numbers out during the second 
half of June. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brimstone 
 

 
 
There are insufficient sightings to determine the status of Brimstone as so few are seen; in some 
years males are flying before the transect starts. The average number recorded is just over one 
per year; the peak was six in 2006 with none recorded in five separate years. Females are rarely 
recorded and it is not known whether this butterfly actually breeds at the reservoir. 
 

Large Skipper (Andrew Self) 
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Large White         STABLE 
 

 
 
Being partial migratory, annual totals vary; the peak was 63 in 2009. While most butterflies had a 
poor year in 2013, Large White did relatively well after two years of declining numbers. Recorded 
flying in 22 weeks with most gaps being in April; the peak numbers are seen in the middle of July. 
 

 
 
Small White         STABLE 
 

 
 
The average yearly total is 24 with a peak of 42 in 2005. The overall trend is probable stable, 
having increased since the transect began although there has been a recent tail-off. Recorded 
flying in every week of the transect with the peak numbers occurring in mid-July. 
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Green-veined White        STABLE 
 

 
 
A very up and down species with three peaks above 100 and two lows in the mid twenties. Overall, 
the population seems to be stable. Recorded flying in every week of the transect with the highest 
numbers during the last three weeks of July. 
 
Orange Tip         DECLINING 
 

 
 

 
 
The highest peak was as recent as 2011 when 33 were counted. Only ten were recorded in 2013 
which was due to cold weather continuing into April when these insects usually emerge, with the 
peak period normally being the last week of April. They are rarely seen after the end of May with 
only a few records in early June. 
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Purple Hairstreak        STABLE 
 

 
 
For most years this has been fairly steady with counts of 11-23 apart from in 2011 when 50 were 
counted, almost three times the average count of 18. Recorded flying in nine weeks from the last 
week of June through to mid-August with the peak numbers out in the last half of July. 
 

 
 
White-letter Hairstreak       INCREASING 
 

 
 
The transect isn’t the ideal method for monitoring this species as they may spend long periods 
feeding at the top of trees so can easily be missed. Even so, the trend is generally on the increase. 
The peak is the last week of June, often before the first Purple Hairstreaks have emerged. 
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Small Copper         DECLINING 
 

 
 

 
 
Only small numbers of this tiny butterfly are recorded on the transect, and in some years none are 
seen at all. Since the peak of 13 in 2006, numbers have been at a low level with an average of 3 
over the last seven years. There are up to three broods in a year. 
 
Common Blue        STABLE 
 

 
 
There were two peaks over 40, in 2006 and 2009. Numbers have declined since then with an 
average of 14.5 over the last four years. Almost all records come from one small area of grassland 
at the beginning of the transect. There are usually two broods but occasionally a late third brood. 
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Holly Blue         STABLE 
 

 
 
Interestingly the peaks and troughs are almost the opposite to the previous species showing how 
different these two blues are. Recorded in 20 weeks on the transect with peaks in late Appril and 
mid-July. 
 
Red Admiral         DECLINING 
 

 
 
A migrant butterfly which is dependant on weather conditions; the peak of 16 occurred in 2003 
when there was a hot summer while none were recorded in 2013 when spring was exceptionally 
cold and rainy. Recorded in 19 weeks with the peak weeks from late June to mid-July. 
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Painted Lady         DECLINING 
 

 
 
Like Red Admiral, another migrant with the main peak being in 2003 when 49 were recorded. After 
a second peak of 29 in 2009, there was only one the following year and none in each of the next 
three years. The peak numbers occur in early August after the initial ones have bred. 
 
Small Tortoiseshell        STABLE 
 

 
 
There was a spectacular crash after the peak of 17 in 2004; this also happened throughout the UK. 
Since then the numbers were extremely low until 2013 when there was a small upturn. Recorded in 
15 weeks of the transect with usually two broods per year. 
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Peacock         DECLINING 
 

 
 
The overall trend is of a decline since the transects started although the peak count didn’t occur 
until 2009 when 52 were recorded. Since then the average total per year has been 13.5. There are 
two broods per year with more insects seen in the first flight period. 
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Comma         STABLE 
 

 
 
Commas peaked in the hot summer of 2003 when 38 were counted. Numbers have been below 
the average of 17 in three of the last four years but there was a recovery in 2013. Recorded in 23 
weeks on the transect, the highest numbers are seen during the first three weeks in July. 
 
Speckled Wood        STABLE 
 

 
 

 
 
The peak was 137 in 2009, more than double the average of 60. Since then numbers have 
dropped down and have been stable at about 50 over the last four years. Recorded in all 26 weeks 
of the transect with the peak numbers seen in the last two weeks of July. 
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Marbled White       INCREASING 
 

 
 
There has been a large increase in numbers since the transect started as this species colonised 
Brent Reservoir. Although the last five years’ counts have been below the 2008 peak of 74, the 
trend is still upwards as it expands its range. Recorded in seven weeks on the transect from mid-
June through to the end of July. 
 
 

 
 
Ringlet         INCREASING 
 

 
 
Not recorded until 2009 since when numbers have increased every year as it continues its 
colonisation of the area. It is increasing at a faster rate than any other species and overtook 
Marbled White in 2012. Recorded in six weeks on the transect from late June to the end of July. 
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Meadow Brown        DECLINING 
 

 
 
The peak years were in 2003, 2005 and 2007, all of which were over 300. Since then there has 
been a notable decline, averaging 101 over the last five years. This is a much more pronounced 
decline than Gatekeeper although both are usually found together in the grassland. Recorded in 15 
weeks on the transect from the end of May to early September with a peak in mid-July. 
 

 
 
Gatekeeper         STABLE 
 

 
 
The most numerous butterfly on the transect, peaking at 551 in 2005. Although recent years have 
been well below the peak, its population is now relatively stable. Recorded flying in ten weeks on 
the transect with the peak period being weeks 3 and 4 in July. 
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Small Heath 
 
This butterfly formerly bred at the Welsh Harp but is now rarely seen with just single sightings on 
the transect in 2003, 2004, 2006 and 2012. There was one in June and three in August. 
 

    
 
 
 
 

 
 

Orange Tip (Andrew Self) 

Holly Blue (Andrew Self) 
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Submission of Records 
Records of all forms of wildlife can be entered in the Log Book in the hide, online on the London 
Bird Club wiki or direct to Andrew Self on 07443 221382 or by email a-self@sky.com.  
All records are also forwarded onto the London Natural History Society. 
 
Website 
Brent Reservoir has its own website: www.brentres.com where recent annual reports can be 
downloaded. 
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